Land Use Committee

1/6/11

Present: Jackie Lunde, Roger Purdy, Paul Mix, John Seppanen, Ed Elliott, Greg Haley, Ray, Stephen Mastey

Visitors: Christina Morrison, Daniel Sarasti

Approve minutes and agenda- Greg and John

Report at board meeting- John

West Midway Study presentation from Greg Haley

-largest employers: Business services, Administrative services, distributive services, health care and social assistance

-total number of jobs is close to 17,000

-large number of one-two person businesses

-goal on Monday meeting is to break down areas on maps to more specific business districts

-want to look more specifically at transportation connectors they’d like to see (Vandalia to Transfer, Raymond to Pelham, Granary Road)

-Penny (City Planner) still planning to provide Northwest Quad Study results in February

-focus of task force is on jobs but making inroads to valuing artists and small business owners

-overall group doesn’t see need for speciality zone along University

-appreciation and consideration of parks and green space, as well as bike ways and ped connections

-originally scheduled to be done in June, likely will go through July to get land use done; end product desired is sub-district business zoning

-City is spearheading study, have 3-5 staff people at meetings

-Jackie- City has zoned parts of this space as IR- are they going to go ahead with that before the study is done?  Greg doesn’t know

-transportation in for workers is primarily by car

Roger- how would WM group respond to designating housing for artists?  Greg says most think University housing will become too expensive, but maybe ‘transition district’ up on East side of Raymond is plausible

Central Corridor parking update from Christina

People wanted side street parking management during construction to be focused on and expedited

Public Works is recommending having a uniform management 300-600 feet from University Ave- 2 hour parking within that zone during business time; will be paired with more intense enforcement by police department

Ex. City is helping Grand Avenue move to two hour parking across the board

Might be implemented day one of construction, or complaint based instead

Disadvantage- don’t have equal parking demand all along University; looking for input on timing

There will be exceptions, particularly existing meters, school bus loading, and short loading zone places; parking bans will stay

John- how did they come up with distance?  Based on survey info from business owners on how far people will walk

Long term will be talking about permit parking to protect residential neighborhoods; will be talking about how to make it productive process rather than frustrating everyone

Want to help people predict how to find parking; Roger- how will it be signed? Will put up maps on website so that people can look up parking and give feedback

Jackie- has City done analysis of businesses that don’t have good options for parking?  Christina- was original intent of Parking Report

Jackie- discount rate on riding the bus would help people become more transit oriented and parking spaces wouldn’t be needed

Roger- what was reaction to Channel 5 story?  Not too much, many business owners that are a part of UABA need all day employee parking rather than 2 hour

Could there be an all day permit parking for employees for during construction?

Ed- what about making streets one way and then bring in diagonal parking?

Daniel- Raymond and Territorial is getting flooded with cars, and is dangerous

Zoning and Licensing Roundtable presentation from Stephen

Focus for variances is maintaining consistent use in neighborhood (ie if you want a variance for a setback to build a garage and your neighbors all have one, that’s a likely candidate to receive the variance), and still have to satisfy criteria

Not about aesthetics, people still have to show hardship

Roger- what should sequence of events be when we review a variance?  City wants us to use our judgment as to whether the variance shows hardship and is consistent with what is happening in neighborhood

Stephen- creativity in solutions is important

2011 Goals

From last year’s goals:

-L1a and LU goal is focus of West Midway (for 2011: switch LU focus to station areas because they are excluded from West Midway)


-Roger- what is status of CEZ?  How do we get business owners involved in 
creating the intersection of Raymond and University?


**figure out where CEZ work is at from Amy and send to LU

Greg- we need to have City planning staff leverage our goals, need synergy

GOAL 1-3: KEEP THE SAME, INCLUDE LANGUAGE ABOUT WEST MIDWAY STUDY’S WORK

GOAL 4: 

GOAL 5: KEEP (first stage of Como 2030 has gone through Planning Commission, will get final reading at City Council in February)

Greg suggests that if we want to have biotech area extended we need to speak up- Stephen agrees as does Jackie

Lack of resources is significant- only have a few old maps

**contact Don Lewis at Luther Sem to see how they’re progressing on housing plan

Maybe have different developers come every month/every other month to report on how they’re doing, share best practices, etc

Want to hear back from how Planned Parenthood is doing; what Wellington is doing West of Snap Fitness

GOAL 6: KEEP, ADD SOMETHING ABOUT MONITORING CONSTRUCTION AND IMPROVING LINES OF COMMUNICATION

**put more specific information about light rail construction on website

**check on status of historic signage

GOAL 7: KEEP and get ready to put up signs when University construction is finished

Other things we should be following?


-any transportation initiatives in next year, be more proactive

Stephen- things passed on from Environment Committee:


-work on bike connection to Energy Park drive


-green alley initiative?  Create a precedent with City for redoing alleys

Jackie- vacant building count?  How big of an issue is it?


-Stephen- would provide list of spaces to suggest to incoming 
businesses/developers

Possible goal: build connections with developers to promote building in our neighborhood


-work with University United (presently focused on farther east, but maybe could 
move down here)

GOAL: SEEK OUT SYNERGISTIC RELATIONSHIPS TO PROMOTE DEVELOPMENT IN THE DISTRIC

GOAL: PROMOTE RELATIONSHIPS WITH OTHER DISTRICTS AND MINNEAPOLIS NEIGHBORHOODS

Roger will look at goals and resend out 

**John will maybe be DCC rep- send him more information

Other issues

Roger wants someone else to think about being chair

