Land Use Meeting
3/3/11

Members present: Jim Hunt, Jackie Lunde, Roger Purdy, John Seppanen, Ray Bryan

Visitors: Daniel Sarasti

Ray will report at board meeting.  

Light Rail Construction updates- parking, bus shelters, etc
Rock Tenn debrief from Jackie- 50 people, Dave provided a great spread, gave tours; used to have business rep (Hasselman) on the Council- would be good to do again
    -seems like City is still trying to catch up
    -parking is going to be two hours everywhere, Craig Blakely said there can’t be exceptions (ie need 15 minutes for Sharrett’s); Russ Stark seemed to think there should be opportunity for exceptions
    -City isn’t going to address anything on Charles and Territorial because it’s too much of a mess
    -Craig was disappointed at low response to parking updates grant in SAP
    -was safety issue crossing at Vandalia, now taken care of because utility work is done
    -traffic light at Hampden will be taken out until the end of this construction season; potential issue for Wright Building, Carlton Lofts, Lyric
    -no real possibility for new truck route, though truck companies address it, not drivers

How has traffic affected Subway?  Down 5% more every day, rebounded after utility work was done, will likely go down again 20-40% when rest of construction starts

Surprising number of vacant buildings along University

Resolution: We recommend that the City reexamine their no exception policy on two hour side street parking and instead make exceptions on a block by block basis per business owner recommendations.  (stated by Jackie, seconded by Ray, unanimous)

Daniel suggests that Raymond bus stop be moved to Carlton

What happened to potential proposal for one lane in each direction and add back in parking and bike lane?  Haven’t heard anything recently, but once the project is done it becomes a City project again and such changes can be made if needed

Potholes from Raymond to Cromwell

More info on our website?

Discover Central Corridor project- website, ad agency is helping local businesses, loyalty discount card, four events during 2011- party in late April with hard hat decoration

Construction is happening on Planned Parenthood building, will have 200 construction workers there this summer

Public Hearings on March 16- give testimony as to how construction will affect businesses to update EIS amendment

Jackie’s later addition- Met Council is putting together ‘Ride to Rewards’ program

2011 Committee Goals- final draft
Roger updated, biggest change is added focus on connecting with staff people on LRT work

Ray’s addition- continued opposition of Granary Road extension into SSAP in way that would disturb community garden, monitor and respond accordingly

Add something about zoning?  Vote on zoning meeting in April

Add something about vacant buildings?  only have four in n’hood, some of this just happens as part of business cycle and change cycle in n’hood; maybe falls under T.1.C

Motion to approve LU goals as changed: moved by Ray, seconded by John

Business Outreach and data collection (CURA intern)
We’ve always been striving to figure out who is in buildings, both owners and TENANTS; let them know we’re here, hand out survey, go door to door; get people at Raymond and University together to talk about vision for the intersection

What is is buildings that are in nose of n’hood that goes out to Snelling?

Semi-digression: what’s going on at Koan Billiards?  They’re reapplying for a license, board didn’t take action.  Hookah lounge might be an issue as well.  Halal grocery- they’ve had ‘small shooting’ incidents, robbery, van getting shot up (Daniel shared all of this)

What does LU want?  Intern would get contact info and description of all businesses in SSAP, would include non profits, rent v own

Brainstorming for Public Works sidewalk projects and DCC projects

Handed around spreadsheet sent by Carol- not too many projects oriented around our n’hood

We’ve done things with Bridging the Gap, Good Neighbor Fund, haven’t quite settled on what should be done; what about crossing of University and 280?  **add in windbreak, landscaping, make it ped friendly (what is #14 referring to?); also adding in bike racks; both ideas will be submitted to Carol at the DCC

**send thank you to Dave at Rock Tenn
**look up info on zoning voting meeting (in April) and send to committee
