St. Anthony Park Community Council

Board of Directors

Thursday, January 8th, 2009

South St. Anthony Park Recreation Center

890 Cromwell Avenue (Territorial and Cromwell)

Draft Minutes (February 12, 2009)

Presiding:  Ranae Hanson

Board Members and Alternates Present: Ray Bryan, Chris Donaldson, Greg Haley, Linda Hodge, Brian Longley, Jackie Lunde, Paul Mix, Ferd Peters, Roger Purdy, Arnold Ramler, Gregg Richardson (recorder), Jon Seppanen, George Zanmiller.

Board Members and Alternates Absent:    Gary Carlson, Matt Hass.

Staff: Amy Sparks, Executive Director;  Renee Lepreau, Community Organizer.

Guests.  Linda Jungwirth, County Commissioner Janice Rettman’s office;  Diane Wanner, City of St Paul, District Council Coordinator;  Rita Rodriguez, Dan Soler, and Robin Caufman, Metropolitan Council;  Mark Nelson, SAP representative to District Councils Collaborative;  Kevin Carrol, Failte.

Hanson opens the meeting at 7:02 p.m.  

The January 8 agenda is removed from the consent agenda for revision.  Consent Agenda then passes unanimously (Longley moves, Lunde seconds).  Consent agenda includes the December 11th meeting minutes.  Bryan asks to add approval of a new business delegate to the January 8 meeting agenda.  Agenda then approved unanimously (Mix moves, Longley seconds).

Diane Wanner, City of St Paul, District Council Coordinator 

Diane Wanner says she works out of the St Paul City Council office, and coordinates between the city and the DCs.  She is focusing on training and development of DCs and also looking for funding sources.  She is offering a “board basics” workshop on February 7th.  She met with each of the DCs’ staff to get DCs’ priorities and offer a schedule of training workshops, on topics including zoning and licensing basics, enjoying community inclusivity, conflict management, and crime prevention.

Questions:  Lunde asks whether funding is out of the DCs’ budgets or paid for by City Council?  Wanner says no, there is a separate line item.  Haley asks what are her other responsibilities?  She attends monthly DC staff meetings to identify concerns, and does an e-newsletter.  Bryan asks who she reports to?  To the director of the City Council Research Office.  Sparks says Wanner has been a great help on the training.  Hanson recommends that in trying to involve diverse communities, be sure to involve business.  Lunde says that this position could really help improve DC redundancies and inefficiencies.

Mark Nelson, District Councils Collaborative 

Sparks says the DCC arose from University United to work on Central Corridor planning.  Nelson has been there six months.  Nelson says DCC is revising its relationship with UU, and asking the DCs to reaffirm their participation in DCC.  They will return in a couple of weeks with a memo of understanding.  He reads from the draft memo.  He believes that DCC has been respectful and supportive of neighborhood needs, and should continue.

Questions:  Zanmiller asks why DCC should continue?  Nelson says they feel that there are other issues than Central Corridor to help neighborhoods address at a later time.  Sparks asks about specific DCC successes?  Nelson says there was a lot of Central Corridor technical information being presented, and DCC hired a consultant to review and summarize input for the Environmental Impact Statement.  Lunde asks where the funding comes from?  Sparks says it came from a three-year grant.  Nelson says UU was the primary supporter.  Lunde says that Ann White offered a great wealth of knowledge.  Purdy says that Nelson updates every Land Use Committee meeting, that feedback is useful, and he’s in favor of them continuing.

Kevin Carrol, Failte

Carrol represents Failte, an Irish cultural organization.  They are trying to form an Irish Cultural Center, and searching for sites.  Now looking at the building that housed the German Immersion School on Eustis, which is currently their #1 choice. They want to engage the neighborhood early, and welcome calls.  They are also interested in making the building available for community events.  Their building would be family oriented, with Irish dance schools, performances by Irish bands, and music lessons.

Questions:  Bryan asks what help they would like from SAPCC?  Carrol says the current owners are very easy to work with, and would like SAPCC to help spread the word to see if the community is interested.  Lunde says that onstreet parking may be a concern.  Carrol says the parking lot can accommodate 50-60 cars, and the building capacity is 160 seated, or 400 in rows.  (corrected) Zanmiller asks if there will be liquor served?  Carrol says not on an ongoing basis, but may be at specific events.

Dan Soler, Metropolitan Council, Central Corridor project

Soler describes the traction power substations.  Substations convert AC to DC to power the tracks.  They go the entire length of the rail line, roughly one mile apart.  If one substation goes down, an adjacent one can power the trains.  They can be up to 500 feet from the track.  Designers are trying to identify public right-of-way to place them, and not remove buildings.

Questions:  Bryan  says SAPCC is trying to improve the appearance of SSAP, and preserve parking along University Ave.  This building is ugly, and takes space we’ve targeted for parking.  Ramler asks why it can’t go underground?  Soler says they are 14 x 45 feet and 11 feet high, and need a surrounding space of 40 x 80 feet to accommodate an underground grounding grid.  It needs to be accessible to a truck for daily maintenance.  It could be built inside a parking lot or existing building.  Mix asks if there is an issue of heat buildup?  Soler says there will be a relatively small HVAC unit.  Lunde notes that there will be noise from the HVAC unit.  Mix asks if the stations are on private property or leased?  Soler says no, they purchase the site.  Lunde notes that they can take property by eminent domain.  Hanson asks if there could be plantings around the building?  Soler says it needs to be 5 feet away, and they need some hard surface for the maintenance vehicle.  Peters asks, have they ever blown up?  Soler says he is unaware of any incident—they’re not very hazardous.

He then describes the signal bungalows—they are cabinets for fiber optics and conduit that operate the gates and switches, like larger traffic signal cabinets, 10 x 16 feet and 10 feet high.  They need to be near the devices they operate.

Questions:  Mix asks if this is also AC to DC conversion, or just AC?  Soler says this is not generating DC power, just operating electronic devices.  He says they have identified sites for substations to the west off the U of M transitway, and off Malcom.  The first one in St Paul is on the southeast corner or Raymond and Territorial.  Purdy asks what other sites they looked at?  Soler says east of Prior.  Purdy says SAPCC concern is aesthetics, that this site is our entry into the SSAP residential area.  South of University Avenue would be better.  We also want this as a site to relieve parking congestion for area businesses.  Lepreau notes that this site is also identified as a park in the station area plan.  Sparks notes that the owner of the site also owns the Chittenden-Eastman building on University, and this is his parking site for the building that houses artists’ studios.  She asks if SAPCC can suggest some alternative sites?  Soler says yes, and notes that we need to be sensitive to the east-west distance requirements.  Mark Nelson, says that removing parking affects the viability of businesses served by the parking.  Zanmiller asks where the LRT stop is?  Soler says in front of Carleton Lofts.  Zanmiller asks why not put the facilities at the stop?  Soler notes that this is a lot of obstruction in the middle of the street.  Haley says that Minneapolis is co-locating the bungalows and substations on the same site.  Lepreau says she is concerned that we learned about this only after the locations had been chosen, so it now makes it more difficult to change the locations without affecting locations of others.  Peters asks who will get back to us on safety issues?  Rita Rodriguez says she will.  Land Use Committee will discuss further how to respond.  Lunde asks if Soler can be aware of our parking issues?  Soler says he will return to discuss parking.

Jan Carr, Dog Parks task force

Carr is not present, no discussion.

Board elections

Lunde, Purdy and Hass will volunteer to form the 2009 elections committee

2009 Board goals

Sparks hands out copies of standing committee goals.  Haley says that perhaps our goal as council is to implement the D12 plans.  Richardson says not all of the D12 priorities are committee goals.  Hanson says perhaps we should charge committees to identify these priorities in their goals.  Also need to figure out where to assign transportation goals.  Lepreau notes that the City still hasn’t convened the transportation task force.  Mix moves and Peters seconds a motion:  SAPCC charges the SAPCC standing committees to review District 12 plans and incorporate priorities into their own goals.  SAPCC also asks the committees to finalize a plan for dealing with transportation issues in District 12.  Passes unanimously.

New SAPCC business delegate

Bryan moves and Peters seconds a motion:  SAPCC accepts nominee Paul Hanscom as a new business delegate to SAPCC.  Hanscom introduces himself, and says he works for Ewald Consulting.  Motion passes with one abstention.

Updates

Lunde recommends the DCC board orientation for new board members.  Lepreau updates Board on the Burlington Northern bridge that will be replaced over Raymond this year.  There was a meeting with BNSF, Alice Hausman, Russ Stark, the City, County and District 12.  Nobody questions whether the work needs to be done at this time.  BNSF may be able to keep the road open on evenings and weekends.  Executive Committee compiled a  list of questions and concerns for Russ Stark, but no reply yet.  We asked that the city use some of the revenue from the permit to keep the community informed of developments during construction.  Would also like improvements in the safety of the road, replacement of lost trees, protection of the adjacent ponds, and expressed concerns about noise.  Sparks notes that BNSF needs to come back to SAPCC for a noise variance.  Linda Jungwirth of County Commissioner Janice Rettman’s office says the railroad has traditionally been not very responsive.  Mark Nelson says only at the state and federal level can you really get them to respond.

Haley expresses concern regarding the Council vote on the historic street lighting last month, nearly all the votes fell into NSAP pros and SSAP cons.  He hopes that the NSAP delegation would support SSAP concerns and vice versa.  Sparks says the NSAP and SSAP votes were probably more coincidence, and that they really reflected Environment Committee concerns vs. Land Use Committee concerns.  Richardson agrees, saying that Land Use is made up more heavily of NSAP residents, where Environment Committee is more SSAP.  His concerns had been mostly a matter of environmental conservation.

Purdy expresses frustration that SAPCC shouldn’t have to be identifying alternative LRT signal sites.  Mark Nelson points out that the City won’t do so if SAPCC doesn’t.  He believes that they inform the Councils at the last minute intentionally, in order to minimize Council involvement.

Meeting is adjourned at 8:54 pm.   (Peters moves, Haley seconds)

Respectfully submitted,

Gregg Richardson, Secretary

St. Anthony Park Community Council

Board of Directors

Thursday, February 12th, 2009

South St. Anthony Park Recreation Center

890 Cromwell Avenue (Territorial and Cromwell)

Minutes (approved March 12, 2009)

Presiding:  Ranae Hanson

Board Members and Alternates Present: Ray Bryan, Gary Carlson, Chris Donaldson, Greg Haley, Paul Hanscom, Matt Hass, Linda Hodge, Brian Longley, Jackie Lunde, Paul Mix, Ferd Peters, Roger Purdy, Arnold Ramler, Gregg Richardson (recorder), Jon Seppanen, George Zanmiller.

Board Members and Alternates Absent:    Paul Mix.

Staff: Amy Sparks, Executive Director;  Renee Lepreau, Community Organizer.

Guests. Lynne Liebried, BNSF; Jim Lanier, BNSF; Linda Jungworth – Janice Rettman’s office; 

Peg Wolff, UMN; Paul St. Martin, City of St. Paul; St. Paul Ward 4Councilmember Russ Stark; Residents: Tom Gill; Bob Thayer, Rebecca Rassier, Michael Dahl, Jeremy Hauer, John Wright

Jeff and Julie Babineau, Kelli Johnson, Les Everett

Hanson opens the meeting at 7:03 p.m.  

Consent Agenda passes unanimously (Hanscom moves, Haley seconds).  Consent agenda includes the February 12th meeting agenda, January 8th meeting minutes and three motions from standing committees:   

· Support the license request for a Snap Fitness at 2650 University Ave.

· Support the Parks and Rec CIB request for Midway Stadium improvements.

· Executive Committee recommends that SAPCC creates a Transportation Committee The charge of the committee will be to monitor, inform and work on trans related issues.  The committee will consist of representatives from SAPCC standing committees and community members.

Russ Stark, City Council representative, Ward 4

Stark says this is a strange and dark time in city government, with major challenges, especially a huge budget hole.  Departments have been asked to reduce;  the reduction is 14% of general funds and some special funds.  This means losing people, including layoffs and service reductions, plus increasing property taxes.  We don’t know yet how much we’re getting from the state, with maybe a $6-7 billion dollar deficit.  Stark will be holding a Ward 4 town hall forum on March 4th.  Mayor is requesting 14% budget reductions, but this won’t be proportionately across the board.  Seven rec centers may be closed, or taken over by non-profits, plus the Hamline-Midway Library.  He’s focused on Central Corridor this year;  ironically that $900 million project is moving forward.  Also working on vacant housing due to foreclosures, currently 3% of houses in St Paul.  Trying to keep them maintained, so they can be reoccupied.  Tore down 80 houses in St Paul last year.

Questions:  Longley asks about the status of Langford and SSAP rec centers?  Stark says SSAP is on the list.  The city recognizes that the gym has just been renovated, and are trying to keep the basketball program, talking to a non-profit partner, and hoping not to close.  Purdy asks about district councils funding?  Stark says there is not a specific proposal yet, he expects a reduction, by has no more details at this point.  Haley says the District 12 Plan was recently adopted by the city, with some controversy over some existing industrial area to be redeveloped with high density housing and offices.  The city wants to maintain this as the largest industrial area in St Paul.  What does Stark think?  Stark says it is one of the largest industrial areas.  D12 has seen the trends better than city staff, more turnover is likely, but we need to maintain some degree of it as commercial/industrial.  RockTenn raised that issue again.  A constituent told him we can’t be just coffee shops and condos, we need jobs.  Planning and Economic Development wanted to do a small area plan.  Haley asks Stark’s opinion on the proposed Pierce-Butler route extension through the neighborhood?  Stark doesn’t think it’s necessary.  There could be better connectivity, especially for trucks, including a north/south routes near Vandalia.  The northwest quadrant traffic study should happen in 2009.  Hanson asks when?  Paul St Martin, Public Works engineer answers from the audience that he still doesn’t know when.  Zanmiller asks whether Stark will oppose Pierce-Butler?  Stark says yes.  Hass says libraries and rec centers are pretty direct services, what else are they looking at?  Stark says everything, including Council and Mayor’s office, staff and salary reductions.  Also maybe delaying capital projects. There is a hiring freeze, and no vacant positions are being filled, but they want to make reductions that minimize impact.  The forecast is worse for 2010.  Bryan asks what will be the impact on city’s support of new businesses?  Stark thinks that will be less than other areas, TIF can be used, and some federal dollars for site cleanup.  The new Central Corridor funders Collaborative is trying to develop resources to support small business.  Hass says what he’s heard from the  mayor is that he’s inherited a bad budget, and now it’s getting worse.  How did we get to this point?  Stark says 1) a falling economy;  2)state politics, the governor is not interested in new revenue;  3)12 consecutive years of property taxes remaining flat, which would have made more sense to increase.  The lesson?  Do we need to be less dependent on state government?  The “Minnesota miracle” in the late 70s was designed to limit local governments’ ability to raise revenue.  Hanson asks what about people who are being laid off?  Are we thinking about them?  Stark says this is the worst time to be laying off.  We should be trying to stimulate the economy, but we don’t have many local tools to do that.  Federal dollars will trickle down, but won’t help operating budgets.  We are significantly raising property taxes, our only real tool.  Hass asks if D12 office has to leave the SSAP rec center, does the city have any obligation to help D12 to find a new space?  Stark says city has no obligation, but he certainly will try to help.  Zanmiller says that the budget crisis should help the city to focus only on essential services—not everyone agrees that the government’s job is to stimulate the economy.

Burlington Northern bridge construction

Lynn Leibfreid of BNSF says they’ve been working to accommodate the neighborhood concerns about the bridge construction.  BNSF believes the 1894 structure needs to be replaced this year.  They’ve met  with the city and contractors to come up with options to adapt the schedule.  Usually it is one project, four 10-hour days per week, but now they are looking at 7am to 7pm, six days per week.  In an effort to accommodate concerns that having Hwy 280 and Raymond closed at the same time would make movement between north and south too difficutlt, they have two options.  The first is to work through the summer and finish up before the State Fair.  The second would divide the project into two parts.  Construction would start for phase 1 then stop while Hwy 280 is under construction.  After the State Fair, construction would resume until complete. , They only learned at the previous council meeting about the 280 construction during the summer.  They would start in mid-March with sheet-pile driving, for 20-25 days.  That’s the biggest noise factor, then they’ll dig stabilize the base and re-open the road.  Not much in May.  Then the road would be closed the first week of June through July if they do the option which shuts down work while Hwy 280 is under construction..  There would be no construction during August.  Construction would start up after the fair and Raymond would be closed all of September and October.  280 would be open by then.  If the bridge can’t be temporarily stabilized in April, they’ll need to go ahead and finish the project at that point, and the road would be closed June and July, and the first week of August, finished before the state fair.

Questions:  Zanmiller asks where the concern for the state fair came from?  Do we really care where the fair traffic goes?  Hanson says the city is concerned.  Carlson says more traffic would go onto Como.  Paul St Martin says the city has not yet issued a permit to close the road, but they think it would be better to get the project finished this year.  They may start the LRT in 2009, if federal stimulus money is allocated.  Longley asks when is the decision date?  Jim Lanier of BNSF says they’d like to know in the next 30 days.  Bryan asks if the abutments cannot support, do you close the tracks?  Lanier says no, they slow the trains down.  Hanson thanks BNSF for bringing alternative plans.  It’s often said the railroad never listens, but you did.  A resident in the audience asks whether there will be limitations on bikes and pedestrians?  Lanier says we’re not going to put anybody in danger, but will keep it open as much as possible.  Dave Healy of the Park Bugle says that “Back to the 50s” auto show at the fairgrounds is in June, and generates a lot of Raymond traffic—under one scenario, the road is closed that weekend.  Another resident asks whether the expansion of the span create more bike and pedestrian safety?  St Martin says the city is looking at that, and hopes that the county will be helping also.  A resident asks how big an area is affected?  Leibfreid says they are raising the tracks by 3 feet and the bridge by one foot.  A resident asks that BNSF limit pilings as much as possible.  They’d prefer that Raymond be closed and get the project over with sooner.  A resident asks what the pile-driving sound level is?  Lanier says 98 decibels.  Bryan asks whether anyone has spoken to the Tibetan-American school at Energy Park?  Peters says they were at the City Council hearing.  They mainly wanted fencing.  Longley moves and Donaldson seconds a motion:  SAPCC prefers that the BNSF bridge construction be completed in a single phase.  Discussion:  Sparks says she’s gotten fewer than 10 emails, only perhaps 2 preferred to split the project.  She’s not sure people understand that the project won’t be any shorter that way.  Hass says the two-phase project seems to suit the community much better.  We know businesses on both sides will be affected.  Lunde agrees saying there will be more kids out of school in the summer, and for many businesses, summer makes or breaks them.  The motion passes with 9 in favor and 3 opposed.

Carter Ave lot split
Land Use Committee heard a request for a lot split at 2376 Carter Ave.  They denied the lot split, but the vote was not unanimous, so it is coming before full council.  Jeff Babineau  says they’ve lived here for 22 years, and want to build a new smaller home by splitting their existing lot, which is 100 x 245 ft.  The lot would be 40 ft wide at the setback, with an attached garage in front like other houses on the street.  It would have a green roof and a raingarden routing water onto the lot, not into the sewer system. Kelli Johnson expresses concern that they’re currently trying to sell and this would affect the value of their home.  It also sets a precedent for infill and densification.  It troubles them to see that in St Anthony Park.  Tom Gill says that what is critical preserving the green space.  We need to make an aesthetic decision that preserves the character of the neighborhood.  Another neighbor, Kate (?)  requests that the split be denied.  There hasn’t been enough time for neighborhood review.  Adding a home would change the character of the block.  There are already 2 split lots on the block.  Higher density is not necessarily a bad idea, but decisions shouldn’t be made piecemeal.  The house would look crammed in.  Haley says St Paul zoning ordinance has 6 reasons to grant variances.  Purdy says everybody at the Land Use meeting was badly served by the city’s new process.  The neighbors didn’t receive timely notification and the committee had no advance idea of the variances requested, and there’s more than the lot split at issue.  Hass asks how the existing garage is accessed?  Babineau says a long driveway up the front.  Lepreau says council needs to have a discussion about the density issue.  Carlson asks whether this decision can be delayed?  Lepreau says she’s not sure it would make any difference—we have all the information.  Haley moves, and Lunde seconds a motion:  SAPCC recommends that the lot split at 2376 Carter Ave be denied.

Discussion:  Peters says this is difficult to vote on from pictures.  It looks like the variance requested will be minimal.  It looks like the project is being done right.  He will vote against the motion.  Purdy says he will also vote against it.  We give a lot of lip service to creating homes for empty nesters.  He is sorry that these homeowners are caught in the middle.  Babineau says the garage variance is just their preference, they could still build without it.  Haley says he takes a harder line against approving variances, there are reasons for the code requirements.  [neighbor again] says they will be harmed by this project.  The Babineaus could downsize in other ways.  The motion fails with 6 in favor and 7 opposed.  

Peters moves and Zanmiller seconds a motion:  SAPCC recommends that the lot split at 2376 Carter Ave be approved.  Motion passes with 8 in favor, 5 opposed.

Transportation committee

Longley says transportation has always been a difficult issue and is becoming more important to our area.  He believes we need a separate committee to address it.  Peters asks whether there is leadership for a committee?  Hass Environment Committee has discussed it, and passed a resolution in favor.  It does need more attention.  He would be willing to work on it.  Purdy says Land Use hasn’t discussed it.  Longley says neither has Community Connections.  Zanmiller asks what it will do?  Lepreau says transportation is already dealt with in other committees.  Zanmiller says we should apportion transportation to existing committees.  Peters says that’s a good point if the issue only arose occasionally, but this is a frequent and ad hoc issue.  Bryan says he agrees with Zanmiller that we already have a difficult time filling committees we currently have.  Lepreau says she sees a lot of community interest;  she believes we’d have people willing to serve.  Richardson says we’ve been trying to solve issue this ad hoc for at least six years now.  Peters says committees can meet virtually.  Zanmiller asks whether this could involve new people from outside of Council?  Lepreau says yes.  Longley suggests trying this short term for 18 months.  Sparks says she doesn’t see how we can get more staff time for this.  Some discussion over whether the committee can be self-directing.  Peters moves and Hass seconds a motion to table the issue.  Passes unanimously.

District Council Collaborative

Peters moves and Hass seconds a motion:  SAPCC supports the District Council Collaborative Memo of Understanding [presented at last month’s meeting].  Motion passes with one opposed, no abstentions.

Items on the table

Sparks hands out a spreadsheet summary of items on the table for council to review.  Hanscom asks whether she has any items of particular concern.  She replies not really.

Updates

Sparks hands out final year end balance sheet.  Brief discussion of possibility of losing D12 office space if rec center closes.

Meeting is adjourned at 9:05pm.   (Haley moves, Hanscom seconds)

Respectfully submitted,

Gregg Richardson, Secretary

St. Anthony Park Community Council

Board of Directors

Thursday, March 12th, 2009

South St. Anthony Park Recreation Center

890 Cromwell Avenue (Territorial and Cromwell)

Aapproved

Presiding:  Ranae Hanson

Board Members and Alternates Present: Chris Donaldson, Greg Haley, Paul Hanscom, Brian Longley, Jackie Lunde, Ferd Peters, Roger Purdy, Arnold Ramler, Gregg Richardson (recorder), Jon Seppanen, George Zanmiller.

Board Members and Alternates Absent:    Ray Bryan, Gary Carlson, Paul Hanscom, Matt Hass, Linda Hodge.

Staff: Amy Sparks, Executive Director;  Renee Lepreau, Community Organizer.

Guests.  Linda Jungwirth, County Commissioner Janice Rettman’s office;  Tony Simmons, High School for the Performing Arts;  Robin Hill, SAP resident.  Tim Dornfeld, SAPCC accountant.

Hanson opens the meeting at 7:03 p.m.  

Tony Simmons, High School of the Recording Arts

Tony Simmons says the school is located at 550 Vandalia.  It serves kids who’ve had trouble in traditional schools, substance abuse, mental health issues, etc.  They want to add an onsite drug counseling facility.  They used to refer students to outside counseling, but many didn’t follow through.

Questions:  Haley asks how long the school has been there?  Simmons says 11 years.  Zanmiller asks whether it is an open campus?  Is there security for the kids?  Simmons says it is partially open, and does have security.  Zanmiller asks what Simmons would like from SAPCC.  Simmons says come for a tour.  Peters asks whether they are funded by Ramsey County?  Simmons says yes, partially.  Purdy moves and Longley seconds a motion:  SAPCC will issue a letter of support for the High School of the Recording Arts’ substance abuse program.  Motion passes unanimously.  Purdy moves and Peters seconds a motion:  SAPCC will draft a good neighbor agreement with the High School of the Recording Arts.  Discussion:  Purdy says the agreement could be a modification of the Catholic Charities agreement.  Peters suggests putting together a delegation to visit the school.  Purdy withdraws the motion.

Minutes and agenda

Longley moves and Zanmiller seconds a motion to approve the February 12th meeting minutes.  Passes unanimously.  Longley moves and Haley seconds a motion to approve the March 12th meeting agenda.  Passes unanimously.

2008 Year-end financial report

Tim Dornfeld, SAPCC’s accountant, passes out year-end balance sheets, expense statement, and form 990.  He says the IRS has revised the form, with questions about board policies.  The big asset on the balance sheet is the community garden, at $273,000.  Temporary restricted assets are dollars given with strings attached, unrestricted assets are the equity built up other than land.  Reserves are $66,000, or about six months worth of expenses, which is very healthy.  Purdy asks how the value of the land is determined?  Dornfeld says it’s the price paid, and doesn’t change on the balance sheet—there is no depreciation.  Functional expenses include Executive Director’s time on management, others are program services

Statement of activities shows what dollars came in and out.  Revenue was $17,000 in excess of expenses.  Statement of cash flow tracks cash at the beginning and end of the year.  Cash flow was neutral last year.  An auditor would note many more grants receivable at the end of the year.

990 doesn’t leave much room for program service accomplishments.  Need to look at the income from directory ads.  Not part of the mission, but that should be under $1000.  He will send the 990 back around next month with a few additional schedules before submitting it.  He says we have a pretty good cushion for dealing with anticipated budget cuts.

Capital Improvement Budget

Council receives a copy of our CIB requests for ranking.  SAPCC has applied for Raymond Ave traffic calming funds.  The city received $800,000 in federal funds, but need more in order to match with city dollars.  The Hampden Park renovation taskforce want the rank Raymond Ave traffic calming first, because it is necessary for doing the Hampden Park project.  Peters moves and Haley seconds the motion:  SAPCC’s preference for 2009 local CIB requests are, in order:  Raymond Ave Traffic Calming, Hampden Park renovation, Midway Stadium renovation.  Passes unanimously.  

Council receives a copy of the proposed city-wide CIB projects for ranking.  Zanmiller says the energy efficient lighting project should not be a priority because the proposed technology is not ready.  Peters says the Invest in St Paul (ISP) proposal is an important step in addressing the foreclosure crisis.  Haley moves and Peters seconds a motion:  SAPCC’s priorities for 2009 citywide CIB requests are Central Corridor landscaping, Central Corridor off-street parking, and Park and Library facility maintenance.  Medium priorities would be all the Invest St Paul (ISP) projects.  Motion passes unanimously.

SSAP Rec Center

The city is proposing a partnership with the non-profit Urban Tennis to manage the rec center.  The SAP Booster Club is asking SAPCC to request that the city support existing activities in the building.  Zanmiller says they are asking for a lot, hoping to get at least some.  Peters says we should support them.  Peters moves, and Donaldson seconds a motion:  SAPCC will send a letter of support for the SAP Boosters Club position to present to the city and Urban Tennis at their upcoming meeting.  Zanmiller says we should wait for the outcome of next week’s meeting, Longley agrees.  Peters says we should support the Booster Club.  Haley says if we don’t act tonight, can we still next week?  Sparks says there may not be enough time.  Peters withdraws his motion.  Peters moves and Haley seconds a motion:  SAPCC believes that any agreement for the operation of SSAP Rec Center must include retention of office space for SAPCC and meeting room for the Board and committees and the public.  Hanson notes that we’re specifying only our own needs and not the Booster Club’s.  Zanmiller agrees that we should support them, but when?  Linda Jungwirth from County Commissioner Janice Rettman’s office says that the lease for Urban Tennis will be 5 years.  That would correspond to when the Urban Tennis space in the new Duluth rec center opens.  Motion passes unanimously.  Zanmiller moves and Longley seconds a motion:  SAPCC will send a letter of support for the SAP Boosters Club position to present to the city and Urban Tennis at their upcoming meeting.  Purdy asks if we know the cost?  Sparks says around $70,000.  Motion passes unanimously.

Grants

Discussion of U of M Good Neighbor Grant possibilities.  Lepreau reviewed Land Use committee’s ideas about Artspace and historic district plaques.  Environment Committee recommended signage pointing to the transitway.  Haley moves and Purdy seconds a motion:  SAPCC will apply for Good Neighbor funds for street signs indicating the historic Raymond-University District, signage on individual buildings with historical significance and signage to indicate entrances to the transitway. Discussion:  Zanmiller asks if the staff is too overworked to write new grants?  Lepreau says she is willing to write them.  Motion passes with one abstention.  

Lepreau passes around a document summarizing the Environment Committee is proposal to apply for a $5000 grant from the SAP Community Foundation for various energy efficiency initiatives, including signing up residents for Xcel’s Windsource, subsidizing programmable thermostats, subsidies for purchase of reel mowers, and some home energy efficiency education events.  The Foundation’s goal for the year is “green.”  Longley moves and Haley seconds the motion:  SAPCC support’s the Environment Committee’s recommendations for a grant application with the SAP Community Foundation.  Passes unanimously.

Lepreau says Justin Eibenholzl of SECIA is asking SAPCC to support their application for an EPA CARE (Community Action for a Renewed Environment) grant, due March 16th.  Haley moves and Purdy seconds the motion:  SAPCC supports SECIA’s grant request to the EPA’s Community Action for a Renewed Environment Program.  SAPCC has a long history of collaboration with SECIA on cross-neighborhood environmental issues.  We look forward to continuing to work together on innovative approaches to pollution reduction and environmental health.  Motion passes with one opposed.

Community Power agreement

Commonwealth Terrace Cooperative housing is applying for a grant to educate the community on composting.  They are asking us to act as their fiscal agent for the funds.  Peters moves and Haley seconds a motion:  SAPCC agrees to act as a fiscal agent for Commonwealth Terrace Cooperative, compensated by a percentage of the funds to be determined, as a handling fee.  Motion passes with one opposed.

CIB Committee

Rose Gregoire needs an alternate for the CIB committee meeting next Tuesday the 17th, from 4:30-6pm.  No volunteers from Council.

Election update

Not enough candidates for current opening seats.  Everybody is encouraged to recruit candidates.  Discussion of extending the deadline.  Longley moves and Peters seconds the motion:  SAPCC authorizes the Executive Committee to extend the deadline for candidate applications for Council elections.  Passes unanimously.

Updates

Peters asks whether there has been any feedback on the Council’s Burlington Northern vote last month?  Sparks says only one negative response.  She says the Babineau request approved by Council was denied by the city.  Haley notes that Council only voted on the lot split, not the variances.  They can appeal or re-submit their request.  A brief discussion of the question of voting on lot splits without variances included.

Meeting is adjourned at 8:58pm.   (Peters moves, Haley seconds)

Respectfully submitted,

Gregg Richardson, Secretary

St. Anthony Park Community Council

Board of Directors

Thursday, April 9th, 2009

South St. Anthony Park Recreation Center

890 Cromwell Avenue (Territorial and Cromwell)

(Approved))

Presiding:  Ranae Hanson

Board Members and Alternates Present: Ray Bryan, Gary Carlson, Chris Donaldson, Greg Haley, Matt Hass, Linda Hodge, Jackie Lunde, Paul Mix, Roger Purdy, Gregg Richardson (recorder), Jon Seppanen, 

Board Members and Alternates Absent:    Paul Hanscom, Brian Longley, Ferd Peters, Arnold Ramler, George Zanmiller. 

Staff: Amy Sparks, Executive Director;  Renee Lepreau, Community Organizer.

Guests.  Jim Hunt, delegate-elect;  JoAnne Makela, delegate-elect;  Janet McCollough;  Emily Johnson, St Paul Public Works;  Bob Straughn, Land Use Committee.

Hanson opens the meeting at 7:03 p.m.  

Meeting agenda is removed from consent agenda for revision.  Consent agenda includes the March 12, 2009 meeting minutes, and the following resolution from Land Use Committee:  SAPCC supports the neighbors’ request for a 4-way stop and Buford and Chelmsford.  Consent agenda passes unanimously (Mix moves, Bryan seconds).  

Meeting agenda is adjusted.   Agenda passes unanimously (Donaldson moves, Mix seconds).
Updates

Executive Committee

Sparks says the EC discussed the pros and cons of forming a transportation committee.  Managing yet another committee is problematic.  People are already engaged with all these issues, it might be preferable to just keep the Board better informed.  Also discussed District Council funding.  The mayor is moving toward a 14% cut in funding.  Sparks asks council members and community to write letters opposing this cut.

Environment Committee

Richardson reports on a presentation to Env Com on College Park renovations.  The city has hired consultants to design a multi-use area for stormwater retention, and presented three options for the design.  Env Com was surprised that this project took precedence over the very similar Hampden Park project they are already working on with the city.  The city saw it as an opportunity to meet Capital Region Watershed District rules.

Community Connections

Sparks said CC sat in with the Booster Club’s conversation with the city about the future of the SSAP Rec Center.  Urban Tennis had been interested in the building, they’re not anymore.  City is now talking to the YMCA and Lyell-Lewis football clinics.  Hass asks, why did Urban Tennis lose interest?  Sparks says they would need at least three courts and field space, and the city could only offer a five year lease.  They need more for their investment.

Land Use

Bryan says Land Use approved the stop sign at Buford and Chelmsford, not much opposition from neighbors.  Presentation about artwork at station stops.  Also revisited placement of the transit power substation and signal bungalow.  Mix says the city still needs to do environmental testing before the location is approved.  Lunde says the signal bungalow will be behind the Holiday station.  Also discussion of controversial fence proposed for LRT down the middle of University Ave.  Also traffic mitigation at the Pelham-Franklin intersection—there will be no turns south onto Pelham.

Hampden Park

Richardson reports that the task force presented its CIB request to the city CIB committee.  Not optimistic about the funding for this year.  Many projects, little funding.

MWMO

Written report submitted by Karlyn Eckman.  MWMO still looking for a building site.  Koch site still under consideration.

Bridging the Gap

Lepreau says the last public forum will be March 31, the task force is wrapping up, and will be presenting to the May SAPCC meeting.

Neighborhood Transportation Committee

Lepreau says there have been meetings with Hamline/Midway, Frogtown, Prospect Park, and University United.  They are drafting a consensus document, hopefully opposing a Pierce-Butler extension.  Lepreau and Sherm Eagles are attending.

Northwest quadrant transportation study

Sparks says this is still on hold until summer.

Central Corridor

Lunde says they have focused mostly on the signal bungalow issue, and the operation and maintenance facility downtown, with 5000 sq ft of leasable space.  Seppanen asks whether they will be recovering more onstreet parking?  Lunde says they’ll be releasing more information from the parking subcommittee next week.

District Council Collaborative

Lepreau passes out a newsletter update.  

Hanson asks whether Council finds this update format useful?  Brief feedback from delegates.

Dynamic Signs

Emily Johnson from Public Works says the city is trying to appropriately regulate signs.  The research involves a safety issue.  US DoT will be releasing a study later this year, and they’ve also studied other cities, and consulted with Scenic St Paul and the sign companies.  She hands out a draft ordinance, which she says is still very much a live document.  Bob Straughn of the Land Use Committee points out six changes on the back of the hearing notice which he says are most controversial.  He says the main problem with moving signs is distraction for drivers.  He is generally favorable to the Planning Commission with several exceptions presented to Land Use (covered in resolution below).  He wants to look at the implications of permitting in B2 zones and historic districts like Como and University Ave. 

Questions:  Lunde asks whether existing signs would be grandfathered in?  Johnson says yes.  Richardson says that signs like the large Civic Center sign with video at a busy intersection are far too dangerous to be legal.  Haley says other cities have dozens of dynamic signs on the freeways.  Purdy asks whether you could keep the signs out of particular areas?  Johnson says yes, if there is a special sign district.  Straughn says there is one for all of SAP, but mostly obsolete due to changes in St. Paul ordinances.  Purdy asks Lunde whether she supports the restrictions as a business owner.  She says no, she opposes them—some restrictions are okay, but others are too restrictive for businesses.  Hanson says it seems hard not to have them if lots of others do—what if we stop them all?

Haley moves and Donaldson seconds a motion:  SAPCC recommends the following changes to the proposed dynamic display sign ordinance:

1. If no electronic business sign can be less than 660 feet from an electronic billboard, then no electronic billboard should be allowed within 660 feet of an electronic business sign.  Otherwise, the intent of separating the distractions is defeated if the business sign is there first.

2. No more than one dynamic design sign should be allowed on a zoning lot, with the size of the dynamic display being based on a percentage of the sign face, not the total allowable signage on the lot.

3. No scrolls or other moving displays should be allowed on the electronic business sign.  They are more distracting than stable text that changes every 12 seconds.

4. Allow muted red text on black background only.  These colors are less intense and therefore less distracting than white or other bright colors.  If more than these two colors are allowed on dynamic signs, the various signs will cause distraction as they use differing colors to compete for attention.

5. Not allow signs in B2, similar to existing code

6. Prohibit signs in an historic district, except with the approval of the Historic Preservation Commission.

Discussion:  Johnson says some of these couldn’t be addressed in the ordinance.  Straughn says he thinks the historic designation could be included.  Johnson says that perhaps this could be done by amending the sign code.  Motion passes with 1 opposed, 2 abstentions.

Bell Museum

Bobbi Megard wrote a letter to State Representative Alice Hausman, asking her to push for approval of bonding for the proposed new Bell Museum.  Haley says the new facility was to go on the southwest corner of Cleveland and Larpenteur, but hasn’t been a high priority.  Sparks says they’ve raised $10 million, but Hausman has pulled it out of the current bonding bill.  Bryan points out that the building needs to be near the departments it serves on the St Paul Campus.  Sparks reads Megard’s letter and Hausman’s response.  Hausman says she strongly supports the Museum, but believes the best strategy is to use some influential people to press the Governor to ask for the item in the bonding bill.

Discussion:  Richardson suggests that we not second-guess Hausman’s strategy.  Hanson asks whether we should write letters of support to the Governor and the two individuals mentioned.  Lunde asks where the $10 million came from?  Sparks doesn’t know.  Donaldson says the Bell family owned General Mills.  The U of M needs to perpetuate the museum, and it would be more publicly accessible here.  Donaldson moves and Purdy seconds a motion:  SAPCC authorizes letters of support for legislative bonding for the Bell Museum to be sent to Wheelock Whitney, Carl Platau and Governor Pawlenty, and to ask them to advocate for the funding.  Motion passes unanimously.

Artspace

Sparks says that Artspace presented their report to the community.  They believe it is feasible to do a building which includes some studio space along with artists’ housing.  Their next recommended step is to survey artists in the area to determine needs.  The study would cost $30,000.  Joe Spencer of the Mayor’s office mentioned the possibility of a STAR grant to fund part of the study.  Jon Schumacher of the SAP Foundation spoke to Rick Beeson of Park Bank about other funding, but hasn’t found matching funds for this round.  Do we go ahead to seek matching funds and apply for a STAR grant in September?

Discussion:  Richardson says Artspace is not just focusing on the C & E building, and that low-income housing funds are generally crucial to their projects—they don’t do just studio space. Lunde asks whether we should talk to C & E building owner Alan Peterson about that parking site?  Bryan says we also need to look at south of Raymond and University.

Board election results

Sparks reports Board election results:

May 2009 delegates will be:

NSAP:  Gary Carlson, Greg Haley, Brian Longley, Roger Purdy, John Seppanen.

SSAP:  Ranae Hanson, Matt Hass, Joanne Makela, Paul Mix, Gregg Richardson.  Alternates:  Jim Hunt, Arnold Ramler.

Business delegates:  Ray Bryan, Linda Hodge, Paul Hanscom, Jackie Lunde, Ferdinand Peters.

According to our bylaws, the Board needs to officially appoint the business delegates.  Haley moves and Purdy seconds a motion:  SAPCC accepts the Board election results, and also appoints Ray Bryan, Linda Hodge, Paul Hanscom, Jackie Lunde, and Ferdinand Peters as business delegates for 2009-10.  Passes unanimously.  Lunde asks whether there are any names as potential alternates for NSAP?  No.

High School for the Recording Arts

Sparks asks whether Council should accept the school’s invitation for a visit and send a delegation?  Several are interested.  Sparks will send an email to the board about a time.

Meeting is adjourned at 8:40pm.   (Purdy moves, Mix seconds)

Respectfully submitted,

Gregg Richardson, Secretary

St. Anthony Park Community Council

Board of Directors

Thursday, May 14th, 2009

South St. Anthony Park Recreation Center

890 Cromwell Avenue (Territorial and Cromwell)

(Approved June11. 2009)

Presiding:  Ranae Hanson

Board Members and Alternates Present: Ray Bryan, Gary Carlson, Paul Hanscom, Linda Hodge, Joanne Makela, Roger Purdy, Gregg Richardson (recorder), Jon Seppanen. 

Board Members and Alternates Absent:    Greg Haley, Matt Hass, Jim Hunt, Brian Longley, Jackie Lunde, Paul Mix, Ferd Peters, Arnold Ramler. 

Staff: Renee Lepreau, Community Organizer.

Guests  Diane Wanner, District Council coordinator, city of St Paul;  Peg Wolf, U of M;  Jan Morelock, U of M, Linda Jungwirth, County Commissioner Janice Rettman’s office.

Hanson opens the meeting at 7:05 p.m.  

Consent agenda passes unanimously (Carlson moves, Purdy seconds).  Consent agenda includes:  April 9th Board minutes, May 14th Board agenda, and a resolution from the Environment Committee:  The SAPCC makes the following recommendations for the parking lot construction at 1930 Como Ave:

· The school district work with Capitol Region Watershed District and/or the Ramsey Conservation District to provide more extensive stormwater management and infiltrate more water on-site;

· More than 7 trees be added, in order to adequately provide a buffer between the building, its parking lots, and Como Ave;

· The school district prepare a maintenance plan for all the trees on the property which will ensure their long-term health and care;

· That energy efficient, Dark-Sky approved lighting be used.

Updates

Environment Committee

Hanson reports that the city has just announced today the first appearance of emerald ash beetle in Minnesota, in a tree on Long Avenue, and another in Hampden Park.

Land Use

Purdy says the city doesn’t have much to report yet on the issue of parking along University Ave., in regard to LRT.  There will be some metered, and some by permit for residents and employees.  He doesn’t think they’re looking at the right issues, namely “hide and ride.”  Some preliminary work on LRT will happen this fall, but really starting in summer of 2010.  Someone is trying to reopen a bar in the old American Bar building on Como on the other side of 280.  LU also heard a request for a lot split facing Scudder and Langford Park, including a tear down of a small house.  Neighbors seem to be favorable.

Issues on the table

Richardson reports that the arts district task force is adding new members.  They are applying for a cultural STAR grant to help fund a survey of University Ave artists proposed by ArtSpace as a next step.  Purdy says the city is proposing changes in current design standards, especially regarding windows and amount of paving in a residential lot.  Lepreau attended a meeting with Frogtown, Hamline-Midway, and Prospect Park about the proposed Pierce-Butler extension.  They’ve crafted a joint resolution, which each SAPCC committee will review and recommend action by Council.  Hanscom says Community Connections committee is trying to increase the number of “blockheads.”  Hanson says that  SAPCC needs a representative to Capital Region Watershed District.  Richardson points out that 99% of our district (everything except the ponds west of 280) is in CRWD.

District Council training

Diane Wanner, the city’s district council coordinator, is the liaison between the city and the DCs.  She describes a program they are implementing for training in leadership.  There is Board Basics training twice a year, and they also did one workshop on zoning and licensing, and have scheduled a second due to high demand.  A workshop on conflict management is in September, followed by best practices for crime prevention in October.  Questions:  Purdy asks if there is any word yet on funding for the DCs this year?  Wanner says they still don’t know, waiting for results from the legislature.  Purdy asks what is the most effective way to voice concerns?  Wanner says mail the mayor.  Lepreau adds that calling or emailing is effective.

Gopher stadium game day preparations

Peg Wolff of the U of M says this fall will be the first football games on campus in 27 years.  There will be 7 home games.  The new stadium holds 50,000 people.  Also 8-10 other larger events annually after this year.  The Environmental Impact Statement was issued in 2006, and the Stadium Area Advisory Group was founded in 2004, SAP representative was Chris Woodall.  This year the group will meet on the Monday after each game to debrief.  U of M offered a Good Neighbor Fund to impacted neighborhoods, and SAP got grants for banners in SSAP and a study of pedestrian traffic called Bridging the Gap.

The group is also looking at transportation and parking, including tailgating in the U of M surface lots.  U of M police will deputize officers from other jurisdictions for tailgating coverage.  Jan Morelock says shuttle buses will be running, similar to how the State Fair works.

Questions:  Hanson says she suspects that SSAP will become a parking lot for the transitway.  Makela asks whether we could prohibit parking?  Lepreau asks how the U will be routing people to the St Paul Campus lots?  Morelock doesn’t know.  Lepreau says current plans are for Raymond to be closed for BNSF bridge construction in September and October.  Wolf is unaware of this change of plans.  Hanson asks whether there will be a number to call at the U to report problems on game day?  Morelock says yes, there will be a number.  Hanscom asks whether there are plans for cleaning up the neighborhood after a game?  Morelock says the U of M will have lands crews checking after games.  Purdy asks what road people will take to the stadium?  Wolf is not sure.  Purdy asks if the U has taken a position of the Granary Road extension?  Morelock says they would like to see it connect to 280 and I35W.  Ray asks whether it might connect to the Grand Rounds?  Morelock doesn’t know.  She says the stadium is also equipped to accommodate soccer, if the demand grows.  She says Chicago is applying for the 2016 Olympics, and has asked about using the Gopher stadium for soccer.  Hanson asks whether we will be able to hear the stadium?  Morelock says we don’t know—but SE Como and Prospect Park will.  Purdy asks how long the buses will run?  Morelock says 2 hours before and after game time.  Wolff says the regular U shuttle buses will also still be running.

Planning for diversity

Hanson asks whether our Council reflects an increasingly diverse neighborhood?  Council brainstorms “who’s here:”

Groups include: renters, seminary students, artists, industrial property owners, Somalis, Hispanic, Section 8 residents, students, Catholic Charities house chronic inebriates, nursing home residents, grandparent-run households, stay-at-home parents, small businesses, home offices, churches, small business employees, recording studios, large businesses, university faculty and employees, non-profits, African church, Burlington Northern railyards, U of M transitway, kids, aging homeless, “neighborhood guys,” “leisured class.”

Observations:  Many renters don’t feel invested.  Is there a place where you see all this diversity?  People need to see the value in an invitation to participate.  Geographic constraints cut both ways.  You can divide people in more than one or two ways.  Need to find ways to advertise SAPCC.  We’re all about the same age in this room.  What unites people is a crisis.  Some groups are classes within classes.  We’re not really involving a cross-section of the neighborhood, but we are representative of those who take an interest in participating.

Ideas:  Hold council meetings at other sites.  Advertise that we’re not the government (immigrants sometimes don’t trust the government).  Invite specific groups to come and present their concerns.  Identify leaders for various groups, especially young adult leaders.  Individual council members “adopt” particular constituencies.  Some DCs require 20-40 signatures to run for the board.  Create a nominating committee.

Jan Morelock says the U of M has  a campus community advisory committee, and changing meeting locations does attract different constituencies.  Peg Wolff says the west bank is working through some of the same questions.  Linda Jungwirth says she attends nine DC meetings and they all have the same problems, and no real solutions.  Hanson says we should recognize that bringing in more diversity also has the potential to create more conflict.

Choosing new SAPCC officers

Since only nine board members are present, Carlson moves and Hanscom seconds a motion:  SAPCC will continue with the current officers until the June board meeting.  Passes unanimously.

Discussion continues regarding whether the NSAP/SSAP designation still makes sense.  SSAP has changed more than NSAP over the past couple of decades.  Business has changed too, with less manufacturing.  NSAP and SSAP are moving further apart.  NSAP is more concerned about protecting a “small town” feel, and SSAP is moving toward becoming part of the larger urban community, especially focused on Central Corridor.  Richardson says NSAP seems more suburban, and SSAP more urban.  Also, his wife, who is a realtor who works with a lot of academics, has pointed out that fewer academics can afford to live in NSAP, which has been traditionally an academic neighborhood.  Will it become more corporate?

Meeting is adjourned at 8:55pm.   (Purdy moves, Seppanen seconds)

Respectfully submitted,

Gregg Richardson, Secretary

St. Anthony Park Community Council

Board of Directors

Thursday, June 12th, 2009

South St. Anthony Park Recreation Center

890 Cromwell Avenue (Territorial and Cromwell)

Minutes approved July 10, 2009

Presiding:  Ranae Hanson

Board Members and Alternates Present: Ray Bryan, Gary Carlson, Greg Haley, Paul Hanscom, Matt Hass, Jim Hunt, Brian Longley, Joanne Makela, Paul Mix, Roger Purdy, Gregg Richardson (recorder). 

Board Members and Alternates Absent:    Linda Hodge, Jackie Lunde, Ferd Peters, Arnold Ramler, Jon Seppanen. 

Staff: Amy Sparks, Executive Director.

Guests  Mark Nelson, D12 representative to District Council Collaborative;  Linda Jungwirth, County Commissioner Janice Rettman’s office.

Hanson opens the meeting at 7:05 p.m.  

Meeting agenda is pulled from the consent agenda for adjustment.  Consent agenda approved unanimously.  (Hanscom moves, Purdy seconds).  Consent agenda includes minutes of the May 14th meeting.

Amended meeting agenda passes unanimously (Purdy moves, Haley seconds).

IRS Form 990 and annual MN Attorney General report

Sparks reviews the forms she is submitting on behalf of the Board.  The percentage of public support is very high, which is good.  91% of funds are spent on programming, and 3% on fundraising, which is also very good.  Haley moves and Makela seconds a motion:  SAPCC has resolved to accept the annual report for the Minnesota Attorney General:  We approve the contents of the document and do hereby certify that the SAPCC Board has assumed and will continue to supervise the finances of our organization.  We further state that the information supplied is true, correct and complete to the best of our knowledge.  Discussion:  What are the items appearing under accounts receivable?  Sparks answers that much of our income is in reimbursements after expenses are paid.  Motion passes unanimously.

Reports

Artspace.  Richardson reports that the next step in the Artspace relationship would to fund an Artspace census and survey of artists and their needs along University Ave.  This would be quite expensive and may be premature at this point.  Instead an arts district task force is being formed, and will bring a proposed mission statement to council for approval at next month’s meeting.

Arts District Taskforce.  Makela says the taskforce group is working on the mission statement, recognizing that the arts district project is much bigger than simply an Artspace project.  They have decided not to apply for the cultural STAR grant to help fund an Artspace census.  She is currently working on a study that may serve better at this point.

Community Connections.  Longley says block club meetings are next week.  CC is trying to organize unorganized blocks.

Land Use.  Haley says LU discussed proposed infill standards.  LU generally felt they were too subjective.

Hampden Park renovation.  Richardson says the task force met with Public Works and Parks and Rec representatives.  The park plan will ultimately depend on the outcome of the traffic calming project, particularly the proposed rerouting of Bayless Ave.  Paul St Martin of Public Works will draw up alternatives, and will present to a public meeting in September.

Land Use resolutions

LU voted 7-1 in favor of a proposed lot split at 2202 Scudder (the Anson Blake house).  Both lots would be in compliance with the footprint to lot ration.  The new house would front Langford Park.  LU liked the idea of “eyes” on that part of the block.  Haley says no neighbors spoke against it.  Makela asks are they selling the new house?  Purdy says no, the Scudder family is moving into it.  Hass asks how close the Langford house would be to the Scudder garage?  About 20-25 feet.  Purdy moves and Mix seconds a motion:  SAPCC recommends approval of the variance request and lot split at 2202 Scudder/102 Langford Park.  Motion passes unanimously.

Resolution involving the neighborhood transportation group is tabled, because LU voted to oppose it when Sherm Eagles, the SAPCC representative wasn’t present.  They will discuss it again at the next LU meeting.

Continuing discussion on neighborhood diversity

Hanson reviews eight suggestions from last meeting.  Discussion:  Hanscom likes the idea of identifying leaders of groups and recruiting from there.  Longley likes inviting representatives of groups to make presentations to council.  Hanson recommends identifying ways to continue to stay in touch with groups.  Purdy suggests identifying individual council members to be contacts.  Hass says we need a way of reaching out to people who don’t have much political power.  Mix says he can contact many tenants, but what is the goal?  Richardson says it makes more sense to identify issues first, and then which groups are affected.  Makela notes that this worked when Ray brought the BNSF bridge issue to the Tibetan center.  Haley says the DCs were formed to encourage citizen participation—this is the basis on which we should approach groups.

Hanson says she has talked to a few groups and learned about needs she otherwise had no way of knowing.  Carlson says council members should more proactively identify themselves as such in their neighborhood relationships.  Hunt encourages not diversity for the sake of diversity, but to empower people and get them involved.  Carlson suggests more advertising in public places.  Several Council members volunteer to make contacts with specific neighborhood groups and report back to next meeting.  Carlson will contact business owners.  Purdy will contact the Emily Program.  Mix  will contact the High School for the Recording Arts and renters.  Hanson will contact the Catholic Charities Home for Chronic Inebriates.  Makela will contact the 4th of July committee.  Bryan will contact the Tibetan Center.  Purdy suggests council being introduced at 4th of July celebration.

Title VI Environmental Justice complaint

Mark Nelson, D12 rep to District Council Collaborative says the Rondo community feels that they’ve been shut out of LRT planning, and some feel that the prospect of legal action may get the attention of authorities.  Title VI is the environmental justice provision of the Environmental Impact Statement.  DCC was supportive of their concerns, and recommended that they focus on specifics, and they are now asking communities for their support.  DCC has been conflicted, perhaps because the complaint was not as specific as they wanted.

Questions:  Mix asks who they file the complaint with?  Nelson says the Federal Transportation Administration.  Haley asks what other DCs think?  Nelson says they support the feeling of frustration, but are hesitant because it’s vague.  Hass says his understanding is that this asks for the EIS to be reviewed again?  Nelson says an audit.  Sparks points out that that would slow everything down.  Hanson asks whether they are asking for more, in hopes of getting at least something?  Nelson says yes, the FTA has 480 days to review it.  Hanson says if they don’t get an LRT stop, perhaps it should slow down.  Mix asks what will the complaint reveal?  Nelson doesn’t know.  Makela asks whether they need DCC approval to file the complaint?  No, they can file anyway.  Nelson says the DCC doesn’t want a no vote on this, but they do have concerns about the specificity.  Purdy says LU voted against supporting this complaint—LU couldn’t tell what outcome they wanted, and were concerned about slowing the process.  Haley says there is a cap on the LRT budget that can’t be exceeded.  Hunt asks what is the impact of our vote on this complaint?  Will a court judge whether the procedure was followed?  Nelson says it wouldn’t automatically go to court.  Linda Jungwirth says the complaint to is to the FTA against the Met Council.  Hass says the complaint is from Rondo, and the arguments are not new, it’s been a general complaint throughout the LRT process.  They left off three stations due to track time needing to qualify for funding.  The arguments are some of the same issues D12 is concerned about.  Hanson says they are not “perceived” injustices, they are about severe injustice and disruption.  People who are shut out tend to look for big solutions.  Can we support a stop again?  Longley says he wants to support them, but what we say doesn’t affect how the complaint is resolved.  Bryan says he is ambivalent—he feels the same as a business owner, but he thinks the Met Council has run over lots of people besides people of color on LRT.  If this goes through we may never have LRT.  Makela says she believes there is money and will out there to accomplish what Rondo wants.  Nelson says the entire line runs through areas that are low income and minority, and there will be reductions in bus service, but that is now being addressed.  Richardson says he believes often the only way to get some of what you want is to ask for more.  But this hasn’t come to the DC for the Rondo neighborhood yet, and he’s reluctant to take a position until he sees if it really has the support of that neighborhood.  Hass moves and Makela seconds a motion:  SAPCC supports the Rondo neighborhood Title VI Environmental Justice complaint against the Metropolitan Council.  

Discussion:  Nelson says the DCC has not voted yet, and the Rondo DC hasn’t voted on it yet.  Haley says the DCC was formed to help Rondo be heard.  Motion passes with 5 in favor, 4 opposed and 2 abstentions.

Delegation caucuses

The three delegations caucus briefly to select officers.

New officers:  NSAP chair: Roger Purdy.  SSAP chair:  Ranae Hanson.  Business chair:  Ray Bryan.  Council elects Joanne Makela as co-secretary, with Ray Bryan.

Meeting is adjourned at 9:12pm.   (Purdy moves, Haley seconds)

Respectfully submitted,

Gregg Richardson, Secretary
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 John Seppanen

Visitors Attending: 

John Tragiai, KEEPRS; Linda Jungworth, Janice Rettman's Office; Robin Hill, Sherman Eagles

     
Staff Attending:  FORMCHECKBOX 
 Amy Sparks  FORMCHECKBOX 
 Renée Lepreau  FORMCHECKBOX 
 Carole Livingston

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Minutes Approved

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Revisions to minutes: none
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Agenda Approved

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Consent Agenda Approved

Consent Agenda Items:

a. Land Use: The SAPCC approves the plans for a garage on 2382 Bourne as shown to the Land Use Committee  on July 2nd, 2009. 

b. The SAPCC supports the site plan for Update Company’s project at 700 Raymond Ave.

c. The SAPCC supports the liquor license application for 2554 Como Ave.

Multi-District Resolution Regarding Truck & Commercial Traffic
Presenter: 
Sherm Eagles
Information: 
· This work came out of an informal committee made up of representatives from four neighborhoods (SAP, Hamline-Midway, Frogtown, Prospect Park) working to find a shared solution to some of the problems around Pierce Butler. 

· Prospect Park needs to get trucks in and out so wants to expand to the east

· Hamline Midway wants to get trucks out of their residential neighborhood

· Frogtown wants a connection to the east and SAP wants to prevent expansion to the west

· The goal was to solve the problems of each neighborhood without dumping additional problems on other neighborhoods. If we don't work together, SAP risks isolation on this issue.

Discussion points: 

· Is the statement is strong enough for SAPCC point of view? 

· Should SAPCC act in concert with group to gain leverage with cities?  
Conclusions, consensus or resolutions: Multi-District Resolution Regarding Truck & Commercial Traffic

Whereas the neighborhoods in districts 7, 11, 12 and 13 in Saint Paul, and Prospect Park in Minneapolis share concerns regarding truck and commercial traffic through their neighborhoods (including traffic volumes, noise and pollution); and

Whereas these community organizations also seek to enhance and maintain both the residential quality of their neighborhoods and the vitality of their businesses; and

Whereas much of the truck traffic is generated by the Burlington Northern Intermodal site and its storage facilities; and

Whereas development of the Central Corridor LRT will restrict traffic volume and certain types of truck traffic on University Avenue, creating the need to find alternative routes for this traffic; and

Whereas the cities of Saint Paul and Minneapolis have suggested, at various times, the joining of Pierce Butler Route and Granary Road as a potential solution to the diversion of commercial traffic from both University Avenue during LRT construction and to relieve increased traffic on north/south routes such as Snelling Avenue, as well as a solution to projected increases in automobile traffic; and

Whereas the District 7 community in St. Paul has developed a proposal to extend Pierce Butler eastward to I-35E and Phalen Blvd. to remove truck traffic from residential streets and decrease truck traffic on Dale St.; and

Whereas the Prospect Park East River Road Improvement Association has identified an alternate truck access from University Avenue to Granary Road to be necessary for redevelopment of the SEMI area after LRT is constructed on University Avenue; and

Whereas the Saint Anthony Park Community Council district plan opposes the extension of Pierce Butler westward from Transfer Road; 

Therefore, be it resolved that St. Anthony Park Community Council agrees to work collaboratively with, and in support of the other community organizations in finding common solutions to our shared concerns about traffic that will meet individual neighborhood needs and visions for their futures based on the following principles:

•
Solutions implemented to address traffic problems will address the regional issues and needs.  For example a solution for one location, or one neighborhood will not simply displace the problem to surrounding neighborhoods;

•
Solutions will support existing neighborhood plans that emphasize eliminating truck traffic within residential neighborhoods (as suggested by the St. Paul Comprehensive Plan Transportation Chapter, Section 4.3).   For example, District 7’s existing plan (2006-07) for extending Pierce Butler Road east to I-35E and Phalen Blvd. eliminating the merge with Minnehaha Avenue near Dale Street; The Minneapolis SEMI plan to connect Granary Road to Territorial Road instead of University; Hamline Midway Coalition plans to deter traffic from Fairview Avenue; and Saint Anthony Park Council’s plans opposing a connection of Pierce Butler to Highway 280; and redesign of streets associated with industrial areas that emphasize landscaping, low traffic speeds, bicycle and pedestrian amenities

•
Solutions will support neighborhood efforts to address traffic, noise and pollution associated with commercial and industrial areas within neighborhoods.  For example, the SEMI area; Saint Anthony Park’s Midway Industrial area; and Burlington Northern’s Intermodal site – including investigating alternative entrances to the BN site via Energy Park Drive

•
Solutions to congestion issues will focus on alternatives to increasing the capacity of existing streets (as suggested in St. Paul’s Comprehensive Plan Transportation Chapter sections 1.2 and 4.11).  For example, instead of solutions such as a tunnel under University Avenue at Snelling to address increased truck traffic and its conflicts with LRT, use methods such as re-striping for more efficient use of existing streets, use a Complete Streets approach to planning, encourage walking and biking within neighborhoods for local trips and transit use for mid-range trips; and understand that there are alternative definitions for failed intersections than current LOS ratings that presuppose increased street capacity as the only solution.

Note: St. Paul Comprehensive Plan Transportation Chapter sections cited above:

 1.2 Examine alternatives to enhance safety through right-of-way design, including narrowing or removing lanes on roads.

 4.11 To create livable neighborhoods and compact commercial areas, promote and fund traffic calming measures. Determine the appropriate combination of techniques by the area’s physical characteristics, the nature of the traffic issue, and the expected cost, effectiveness, and acceptance by the community. The City and the community should explore traffic problems and options together, resulting in a recommendation that will be most likely to achieve the neighborhood’s objectives. 

4.3 Work with the Port Authority, adjoining cities and counties, commercial railroads, and logistics companies to address the limited ability and growing demand for processing freight at the Burlington Northern Santa Fe Intermodal Yards in the Midway Area.

a. Study possibilities for consolidation of similar operations and expansion to other existing rail yards in the city.

b. Develop a truck route accessibility plan in cooperation with MnDOT.

c. Participate on MnDOT’s statewide freight management study, including an updating of its Freight Connector Study. Pursue funding by seeking to amend the Federal Intermodal Freight Connector System, which links major freight facilities (including Barge Channel and Childs Road ports, and the BNSF facility) with the National Highway System (interstate and U.S. highways).

Motion passed 5 in support, 1 opposed, 2 abstentions

Action Items: Contact other districts involved to find out if they have passed it.

KEEPRS Pending Request for a Conditional Use Permit to sell firearms to law enforcement personnel from their store in South SAP.

Presenter: 
John Tragiai
Information: History of KEEPRS operation and reasons for the application Keeprs is now the state Glock representative.  Their plan is to carry 7 models of sidearm with up to 40 total inventory on hand.  Side arms kept in large safe; building has a security service covering motion detectors in the areas & door or window entry sensors. There are a series of mandated controls put in place to make sure sales are solely to law enforcement or security personnel.  They also drop-ship to departments.  Some officers buy their own weapons for work . 

Discussion points: Purdy's statement opposed to any gun sales was read.  Others said the reality is that officers carry guns even if we don't like it--it is part of our society. It is necessary for officers to handle the weapons before making purchases. There were many questions about security that Mr. Tragiai was able to answer. 

Conclusions, consensus or resolutions: No vote was taken since the conditions of the Conditional Use Permit weren’t available yet.
Action Items: When KEEPRS actually make the application for Conditional Use Permit, Mr. Trigiai will present to the Land Use Committee. 

Creation of Arts District Task Force

Presenter: Gregg Richardson

Information: An adhoc task force has been meeting to take about development of SAP as an Arts District and/or creation of a community arts center.   

Conclusions, consensus or resolutions: The purpose of the Arts District Task Force is to work with local businesses, artists, and community members to determine what actions, services or amenities need to be put into place to make South St. Anthony Park a viable and sustainable arts community. Passes unanimously. 

Minnesota Museum of American Art (MMAA)

Presenter: 
Gregg Richardson

Information: MMAA is currently looking for a new home.  One of the places they are considering is SSAP.   

Conclusions, consensus or resolutions: SAPCC reaffirms its support for the preservation and growth of the arts community in South St. Anthony Park.  The SAPCC is interested in exploring the possibility of establishing a new home for the Minnesota Museum of Art in our neighborhood. Passed unanimously. 

Review Caucuses

Business delegation subcaucused with out leaving table – current co-chair confirmed for another term. Lunde appointed co-secretary.

New format for minutes presented by Sparks was adopted.
Action Items: Sparks to work on simplified minutes, template, policy change to reflect that minutes need not have as much information as has been presented to date.

Followup on outreach

Information: Hanson contacted Royalton Deserts.  Also contacted Catholic Charities in effort to resolve problems between Royalton and the Home for Chronic Inebriates.
Action Items: Revisit if there are more reports next month.

Capp Road Update

Presenter: 
Sparks
Information:The site on Capp Road will be used to store Emerald Ash Borer infested trees that come from SAP in case of a storm.  No objections.
Other business:

Jungworth presented the 13 page response from Commissioner Rettman that was a response to the Environmental Assessment Worksheet for the extension of Pierce Butler to the east.  She is opposed and has been working on a variety of levels to stop the project.  The state and city are working around her. 

Adjourned at:

Minutes submitted by Ray Bryan with additions from Amy Sparks. Adjourned at 9.

Meeting: St. Anthony Community Council Board

Date: August 13, 2009
Board Members Attending

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Ray Bryan 




 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Brian Longley

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Gary Carlson 




 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Jackie Lunde

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Greg Haley




 FORMCHECKBOX 
 JoAnne Makela

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Paul Hanscom




 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Paul Mix




 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Ranae Hanson




 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Ferd Peters

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Matt Hass





 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Roger Purdy

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Linda Hodge




 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Arnold Ramler

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Jim Hunt





 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Gregg Richardson

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 John Seppanen

Visitors Attending: 

Ted Creighton, Joy to the People Soccer; Scott Hamilton, SAP Booster Club; Brian McMahon, University United; Marietta Wood, Park and Recreation     
Staff Attending:  FORMCHECKBOX 
 Amy Sparks  FORMCHECKBOX 
 Renée Lepreau  FORMCHECKBOX 
 Carole Livingston

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Minutes Approved

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Revisions to minutes: 

Item 3. Arts District Task Force. Change to SAP. Delete South.

Adjourned at 9.

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Agenda Approved

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Revisions to Agenda: SAP Rec Center     
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Consent Agenda Approved

Consent Agenda Items:

1. Approve Agenda

2. Approve Minutes

3. Approve Unanimous Committee Resolutions:

a. SAPCC recommends that the variance for an electronic sign be granted at Holiday, 2199 University Avenue

b. SAPCC recommends that the Conditional Use Permit that would allow KEEPRS to sell firearms be approved

Agenda Item:
CDC Brian McMahon, University United:
Possible creation of a  traditional Community Development Corporation (CDC) along western part of University Ave in St. Paul

Presenter: 
Brian McMahon
Information: see handout. CDC. Also includes Prospect Park. Changing circumstances: support transit-oriented development toward public good; higher tax base; accepted as community policy. Now supporting mixed-use, business/residential; denser, highly-developed corridor.  Proposing to function more as CDC: non-profit org. that does major housing/business development. Perception that only needed in poor areas, tap into subsidy money that benefit specific geographic boundary. Community benefits: jobs, promotes diversity of housing options, evens out economic stratification. Focus on western end, west of Snelling. See bullets. 

Looking at corner of Prior across from Menards, have property owners interested. In SAP: south of U 280 to Raymond. Want our continued support as they change into implementation org. may be financially invested through grants. Want to attract subsidy money to address SAP issues. 
Discussion points:     
GH: this would support 2005 plan for SAP development, but at odds with city’s desire for contiguous manufacturing area.

RH: exec will come up with proposed resolution for support of CDC

Matt: Is there a void in community advocacy

Need for it is reduced/oppositional. Will phase out of oversight/advocacy role.

BL: small bus. Development?

Job training, façade improvement possible. Not their focus. Brick and mortar real estate development is priority. Don’t want to take up too much.

AR: how dense do you want to development residential?

Close to Episcopal Homes: 50? units per acre. With transition area to single family

Action Item: resolution next month.

Conclusions, consensus or resolutions:     
South St. Anthony Park Rec Center changes

Scott Hamiltion: Booster club. What do we SAP know about development?

Spoke to Stark and Susie Odegard. No further info from Parks and Rec. No updates. Booster club dissatisfied.

Soccer group “Joy of the People”

(Marietta) 

Looking for good partner to support their efforts. With partnership with soccer group.

RH: We want wide neighborhood input. We won’t support anything until after meeting.

Renee will be asked to e-mail their info to BOD

Marietta: Rec Center may close at end of the year

Exec committee will develop resolution and present next month

Agenda Item:
Senior Chore Service Update 
Presenter: 
Carole Livingston

Information:     MAAA funding and City funding cuts. Outreach worker hours cut  to 15 from 20. MAAA $30K down to $25k. 80 individuals. 1100 service hours at end of July—1/2 of scheduled goal of 3000. City from $12k to apporx $8k for fiscal year. 

RH: how will they not cut service given cut in funding?

Carole’s hours haven’t changed. Don’t’ have waiting list for services. Provide neighborhood youth workers $5-10 per hour. 

Matt: outreach to finding workers hours cut?

Hours cut, but outreach is still happening. Fliers in community generates more interest than outreach going into schools.

RH: proud of you all for getting the same work done with less money. Thanks for letting us know what you do.

Agenda Item:
Fundraising Effort

Presenter: 
Renae Hanson

Information:     written letters and asked. Home tours don’t bring in much. Last year did directory: successful. What next? Fund raising letter every year/twice per year. Direct appeal most effective way of raising money. Home tour raises community spirit.
Discussion points:     
AR: telemarketing/phonathon follow up with letter. Donation box at coop, library, bank

JL: Sell ad space on Networker. 

PH: have printer contribute printing.

BL: spring home tour. Most people don’t know it’s a fund raiser. Make more of a deal about it.

GH: are we taking advantage of grants available? 

RH: depends on staff time. Phone appeals not working as well. People don’t answer their phones. What do we prioritize?

Matt: Local potter wants to have art fair in Hampden Park. Local fair in the park. Artists donate piece for community. Fall cleanup, express lane for donation. 

GR: have done art auction. Have fund raising table at 4th of july. Work eith foundation to establish endowment.

JM: coordinate with existing art fairs. Facebook appeal. People need to know why they should donate.

Bank: park perks?

Conclusions, consensus or resolutions:     
Top 3 ideas: 

specific cause letter. 
have donation box at all functions like back yard meetings

work with foundation on endowment

park perks

4th of july table

Home tour in spring

Action Items:     Put it on agenda for next month and keep momentum going until we settle on something. Any fund raising event must meet certain criteria. What are we looking for in a fund raising event? How much money, etc.

Agenda Item:
Quarterly Financial Update 

Presenter: 
Ferd Peters (absent)

Information:     
Checking and savings and reserve funds are good

We will read it between now and next month

Anything not understood, bring back next month for discussion

Action Items:     put on agenda for next month

Agenda Item:
Parking in Traditional Neighborhood (TN) Zones 

Presenter: 
Greg Haley

Information:      mixed density use. tn zone promotes reduced parking. Students parking on the street. Businesses are complaining. Need to let city know there are problems. 

BOD needs to vote on this because of abstention 
Discussion points:     
If parking meters installed, will students just move into residential areas. 

Move to support Land Use resolution. The SAPCC recommends that because of parking problems caused by Jefferson Commons due to insufficient parking space, the city of St. Paul reexamine parking requirements for TN zoning in similar developments. Motion passed. One abstention.Moved. Seconded. Approved.
Action Items:Forward to the City

Agenda Item:
Followup on Diversity/Outreach

Presenter: 


Information:      JM approached Halal and did not get a positive response. Spoke to owner of Sacred Paths, she is interested in being involved. 

Jackie: owners of 2 near Pirtek bldgs. 2 buildings down from Subway. They are for sale.  Refer them to CDC.
PaulH Dunn Bros. Who are our suggested targets?

RH: spoke to African church members about Ash Borer about driving them out of neighborhood on cars. They want to talk about it so as not to kill their trees.

BL: talked to possible north reps.

Discussion points:     
Who are we targeting? Renters, students

GH: We need to be involved in issues that matter to those we want to attract. 

RH: informal users of the park/rec center. Signs on bldg and in park. Coffee shops. Book store. Market. Target young adults in groups you want to bring in.

Roger: we need to announce ourselves at these meetings.

We need something stock to hand out to let people know who we are and what we do.

Matt: community needs to better know what is going on. Rather than know about us. Promote the SAP list serve. Get people used to knowing about what is going on in the neighborhood driven by the people who live here. We are an outlet to work on those issues. Have cross conversations with other district councils to generate ideas. 

AR: need to get immigrants on the council

Jackie: Bugle or Monitor cover us? Something we’re working on to catch their interest. Why no one from Como Ave businesses?

BL: foundation seen as north representation. You can be a member of the council at age 16. missing the youth voice.

Linda: news blasts bulleted lists of what is coming up distribute some other way than online. Print some of those. Get people to attend events, those who don’t have computer access.

Ray: try to get someone from Emily’s House or seminary

PH: profile. Rep from other orgs for better collaboration

Agenda Item:
Pierce Butler Resolution 

Presenter: 
Executive Committee

Conclusions, consensus or resolutions:     
1. SAPCC adamantly opposes a westward extension of Pierce Butler through SAP.

2. We oppose any road that would displace existing residential neighborhoods.

3. We would consider an alternate route for trucks if it meets the above two criteria.

Moved, seconded, approved.

Action Items: Send to DCC and copy to city and Sherman Eagles

Agenda Item:
NSAP Caucus to delegate new co-secretary

Agenda Item:
Items on the table 

Information:     
All station art will be on exhibit at Goodwill/Easter Seals Thursday, Aug. 21, 5-7 p.m.

Need volunteers for neighborhood clean-up.

Everyone come to ssap meeting about rec center Aug. 20 here.

Action Items:     
Adjourned at 8:55 pm

Minutes submitted by JoAnne Makela

Meeting: St. Anthony Community Council Board

Date: September 10, 2009

Board Members Attending

Ray Bryan, Brian Longley, Gary Carlson, Jackie Lunde, Ranae Hanson, Ferd Peters, Matt Hass, Roger Purdy, Jim Hunt

Visitors Attending: Doris Benson, Patricia James, Nick McNeely, Nancy Lorimer, Bill Lorimer, Ken Chin-Purcell
, Steve Marchese, Linda Jungwirth, Alain Baudry, Jon Schumacher

Staff Attending: Amy Sparks, Renée Lepreau

Minutes Approved

Agenda Approved
Consent Agenda Items Approved

The SAPCC supports the request for a second hand motor vehicle dealer license for 2250 University Ave.
Item:
Contract turning over the management of the South St. Anthony Rec Center to the organization Joy of the People (JOTP)
Presenter: 
Susie Odegaard, Park and Recreation

Discussion points: How does Booster Club feel? They approve.  JOTP has shown evidence of financial stability.  The lease will be reviewed at the end of one year.  JOTP focuses on free play. Request that they consider diversity and inclusivity.  Hours of operation are not in contract.

Conclusions, consensus or resolutions:  SAPCC approves the lease agreement between JOTP and the City of St. Paul.

Item: 
Land Use Resolution: The SAPCC recommends against approval of the Encroachment Permit for 1433 Raymond Ave.  (LU: 3 in favor of the resolution to oppose; 4 abstained)

Presenter: 
Bill Lorimer, Property Owner
Information: Bill Lorimer presented information about the previous garage which was destroyed by fire. He built the new retaining wall along the same line as the previous structure.  The city had no objections to the permit request.  Doris Benson and Patricia James presented their objections including concern about runoff and the problems it might cause if the alley is ever improved.  

Conclusions, consensus or resolutions: SAPCC recommends approval with the understanding that Bill Lorimer will remove the wall if the city decides to upgrade the alley.  Passed 4 to 1 with 2 abstentions.

Item: 
NING.com – Social Networking Site for St. Anthony Park
Presenter: 
Ken Purcell-Chin, St. Anthony Park Community Foundation

Information: Currently a few sites in SAP: www.sapcc.org, www.sap.ort, www.parkbugle.org, sapfoundation.org as well as the active SAPark email group on Yahoo.  Purcell-Chin said that social networking sites for neighborhoods are popping up all over by companies that want to make a profit.  He suggests we take control of a social website and create our own.  He showed the preliminary social networking site that has been developed by SAP residents at NING.com along with the St. Anthony Park Community Foundation.  It would have forums, calendar, lings to orgs, news, public references and would be moderated by neighborhood person.

Discussion points: NING does keep an archive.  It will be “policed”. They are looking for community consensus before proceeding.  It will be funded by the SAP Community Foudation.

Conclusions, consensus or resolutions: No resolutions but no objections to proceeding.

Item: 
Quarterly Report
Presenter: 
Ferd Peters

Information: 
Quarterly report presented.  Some questions remain about specific line items.  Peters and Sparks to meet and resolve them.

Discussion points:

Conclusions, consensus or resolutions:

Item:
Board Visibility - Tabled until future meeting.

Item:
Items on the Table review – Tabled until future meeting.


Item:
Executive Committee Update
Presenter: 
Brian Longley

Information: Longley said that the SAPCC is the supervising body for the Senior Chore Program.  Executive Committee has concerns that outreach is not being handled effectively.  Sparks will be working with Chore staff to see that the responsibilities and expectations are clear. 

Adjourned: 9:01

Minutes submitted by: Gary Carlson

Meeting: St. Anthony Community Council Board

Date: October 8, 2009

Board Members Attending

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Ray Bryan 




 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Brian Longley

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Gary Carlson 




 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Jackie Lunde

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Greg Haley




 FORMCHECKBOX 
 JoAnne Makela

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Paul Hanscom




 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Paul Mix




 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Ranae Hanson




 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Ferd Peters

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Matt Hass





 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Roger Purdy

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Linda Hodge




 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Arnold Ramler

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Jim Hunt





 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Gregg Richardson

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 John Seppanen

Visitors Attending: 


Staff Attending:  FORMCHECKBOX 
 Amy Sparks  FORMCHECKBOX 
 Renée Lepreau  FORMCHECKBOX 
 Carole Livingston

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Minutes Approved
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Any revisions to minutes:  Amend minutes to state Gary Carlson was in attendance; Joanne Makela was not in attendance; Jim Hunt was in attendance.

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Agenda Approved
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Any revisions to Agenda:

Consent Agenda Items:

a. SAPCC recommends the removal of the two billboards in the historic district as numbers 1, and 2.  #3 is near Raymond and the bridge on SAPCC’s community garden land.
b. SAPCC approves the recommended changes to Bicycle Parking in Section 63.210.  

c. SAPCC will resend our April letter on dynamic display signs and reiterate our position.  
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Approved: 
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Not approved: 
Item:
Energy Squad presentationCarl  Samuelson

Presenter: 
Carl  Samuelson

Information and discussion points: 

Refer to Handout.  Unique opportunity for residents to save energy and money in their homes.  Also get to see how you rank as compared to your neighbors.  This model has a professional who actually helps you fix things in your house and leaves you with a work order to give to a contractor.  First workshop October 19th.  

There are $400 worth of services and materials offered with the program. Who funds missing $370?  Number of different sources but bulk of it comes from MN Environmental Resource Trust fund (lottery money).

He was asked if a person is already doing a good job, (e.g. using CFL’s) will they take someone else’s spot?  Not considered “spots”.  This program will only be replicated if we blow away all expectations for recruitment.  Success here will prove neighbor based networking works.  Also, you may have missed some things you can do.

Program gives you up to 20 CFL’s.  Won’t require you to do things you don’t want to e.g. install low flow shower heads.

Community leaders like ourselves can play a role.  Program only open to people in SAP.  Talk to your friends.  Most effective means of getting people involved as seen in the pilot is Block Inviting.  Knock on doors, Call your neighbors; Invite people to a workshop; Get them to sign up using the forms.

Renters are welcome but need permission from landlord.

What is timeline?  17 neighborhoods in St. Paul to hit over 2 years.  Learning a lot as we go.  Plan to open up workshops at end of two years so if someone missed it now in SAP, they can sign up at the end.

How long are appointments?  Hour and a half to two hours.  Team of 3 people.  Weekend & evening times also available.

Your data is not released except in aggregate.

What if you don’t have Xcel but have a third party utility? Multiunit buildings e.g. Carlton Lofts pose challenges.  But come to the meetings and we’ll see what we can do.

Conclusions, consensus or resolutions:  

The council is in support of this program.  No doubts were brought up.  SAP has committed to turn out 150 bodies to these two workshops.

Item: 
Board Visibility

Presenter: 

Opportunity to brainstorm on better visibility.

Information and discussion points: 

Ideas:

Wear Nametags at events.

Post information about the Board at library & co-op.

If you write an email to the ListServ, sign it that you are a Board Member.

Respond to the ListServ, say you are a board member and will take it to the council.

Speak at meetings, associations, churches, groups in the community and ask what they want.

Does Park Bugle include names, highlights, contact information?

Pass out the generic business cards for use by board members.

Add emails for all the board members on the webside?

EBlast from SAP should list all the Board Member Names.

List Board Member names in the Networker.

Better identification during 4th of July parade.  Have a table to give away literature.  Be on the program.

Kiosks around town, maybe book marker size information on the Board.  Distribute to Coffee shop, various places around town.

Blockheads talk about the Board.

Feature a Board Member of the month.

Take pictures of board members and post on the website.

A day every 6 mos when a board member or two is at the library & co-op to get input.

Board office hours.

Send out the agenda, not just the council meeting time.  Tell people what’s actually going on.  Post on ListServ.  List board member names on agenda.

Have board members talking about the agenda on the ListServ.  Or pose a question to the ListServ such as “Did you know we were talking about X this month?”  Amy to pick a board member to pose the question.

Board Members could bring up the issue instead of Amy.  Will bring more awareness to Board Members.

Community Council coffee cups.

Community Council stickers.

Conclusions, consensus or resolutions:  

Executive Committee to review and choose.  Goal:  More recognition, voters, better visibility, fundraising, resources, diversity outreach

Item: 
Fundraising Event
Information and discussion points: 

Best way to raise money is to ask.  Continue letter writing tonight and at Committee meetings.

No house tour in spring.  Ask bank for Park Perks.  Make Donation Boxes.

Pick Events.  Meet with foundation.

Get letters out earlier this year in November.  We have expanded the number of letters going out.  Also, people can make a donation online.

Add to ListServ under Amy’s name “Support your Community Council by making a charitable donation.”

Board members talk to people they know…send out emails.

Conclusions, consensus or resolutions:  

Put on agenda for December.  Work on letter writing and fundraising that way then see in December how we are doing and whether we have to pickup the Home Tour or something else.

Item: 
Annual Appeal
Information: Board wrote notes for fundraising letters.

Item:
Diversity/Outreach followup

Information and discussion points: 

Roger has followed up with the Emily Program.  They will be opening up new facility in January.

Ray contacted Tebetan Center and is working with them to possibly fill a board member position.

Conclusions, consensus or resolutions:  

Continue working on diversity and outreach

Item:
Items on the Table review 

At the last CAC meeting, members were asked if they would like to continue meeting since light rail is transitioning from the design phase to the construction phase.  The Board Members opinion was sought on this.

Information and discussion points: 

Some avenue of community feedback is needed during construction, some semi-formal method.

Community Oversight, looking at the plan is still needed.

Gives members of the CAC an opportunity to identify issues before they occur again; compare notes.

Conclusions, consensus or resolutions:  

Motion:  Due to the need for continued community oversight and feedback during the construction phase, the SAP Community Council strongly supports the continuance of the Community Advisory Council (CAC).  Greg moves, Matt seconds.

Item:
Items on the Table review 

Information and discussion points: 

Information only Item. Environment committee met with the Transition Team that is working on issues related to peak oil supplies.  They will be working with the Environment Committee

Information and discussion points: 

Give ListServ credit for what is done through it.  The ListServ is used to be responsive to the community. 

Create a sense of community in SAP and make the presence of the neighborhood felt in the metro area.  It’s about image.  Respond to community concerns.  Attend to metro wide image.

AMY to ADD>

Add Crime Meeting Update.  Neighbors as a result are having alley meetings.

Add Crime Prevention.

We don’t get FULL updates from the police.  Apparently police can pick and choose what goes on the crime stats.

Adjourned:  9 pm 

Minutes submitted by:  Jackie Lunde 
St. Anthony Park Community Council Board Meeting

Draft Minutes

November 12, 2009

Present: Ray Bryan, Gary Carlson, Greg Haley, Paul Hanscom, Matt Hass, Brian Longley, JoAnne Makela, Roger Purdy, Arnold Ramler, Gregg Richardson; Staff: Amy Sparks and Renee Lepreau

Visitors attending: 

Pete McKenna, Ann McDonald Christianson, Christina Morrison
Minutes approved.

Consent Agenda Items Approved:
1. Minutes

2. Agenda

3. Env. Comm. Resolution: SAPCC supports the draft ordinance to change parking requirements, and recommends even more square feet per required parking spaces. – Unanimous
Bike-Walk-Central Corridor Action Plan 

Presenter: Christina Morrison

Review the plan at www.stpaul.gov/index.aspx?NID=2842

No action was requested or taken.

Land Use Resolution re 2386 Carter Ave

Presenter: Pete and Ann McKenna

Land Use recommended that SAPCC recommends denial of the variances for 2386 Carter Ave. 4 in favor, 3 opposed.
The McKennas presented drawings and information about variances needed in order to construct an addition to this single family dwelling in the front yard.  They are actually tearing down the existing home and replacing it with a new one. 1) There is an existing front yard setback of 25.5 feet, 21.5 feet is proposed for a variance of 4 feet.  2) The west property line has an existing 3.5 foot sideyard setback, 3 feet is proposed for a 6 inch variance.  3) The east property line has an existing 4.5 foot setback, 3 feet-11 inches is proposed for a variance of 6 inches.  Neighbors, with one exception, support variance.

Resolutions: The Land Use Resolution failed to win Board support.  In a subsequent vote, the Board voted to recommend approval of the variance 6 to 2 with 2 abstentions.

Greg Haley noted disappointment that the Board overturned decision of the Land Use Committee. He is concerned that the Land Use Committee loses credibility if Board overrides its recommendations and that SAPCC makes it easy to get a variance. 

Senior Chore Service Update

Presenter: Amy Sparks

Carole Livingston, the coordinator of the program submitted her letter of resignation giving two weeks notice.  Sparks is in the process of accepting and reviewing applications for the position which was posted on the Minnesota Council of Nonprofits job website.  In the interim, Harriet Mednick will be interim coordinator.

Quarterly Financial Update

Presenter: Amy Sparks

Peters was not present. Sparks answered two questions and Board members were encouraged to her with any further questions

Items on the Table Updates:
Arts District Task Force: Over 80 have responded to census todate. J. Makela reported that the task force discovered the Raymond/University/Midway corridor was designated an arts district in 1990. This designation is not included in the current area plan.

Hampden Park Master Plan: A proposal to reroute Bayless as part of the 2012 Raymond Ave. Traffic Calming project was reviewed at a public forum. Deciding on the street configuration is a necessary step so the master plan for the park can proceed. Environment committee will meet on Dec. 2. 

South St. Anthony Park Rec Center: Joy of the People has moved in to the building and will post public hours in December. 

Encroachment permit for signage:

Discount Auto and Tire at 1047 Raymond Ave at Energy Park Dr. has requested an encroachment permit to allow a business sign to be in the public right-of-way in front of 1041 Raymond Ave. / 2230 Energy Park Dr.

to advertise their business saying that existing customers have difficulty finding them. Location is bad to begin with. Why sign now, they’ve been there for 3 years.

Resolution to recommend denial of the encroachment permit passes. 4 in favor, 2 opposed, 2 abstained. 

Motion to adjourn 8:55 p.m.

St. Anthony Park Community Council Board Meeting

Minutes

December 10, 2009

Present: Gary Carlson, Greg Haley, Paul Hanscom, Matt Haas, Roger Purdy, Gregg Richardson, Renae Hanson, Jim Hunt, Jackie Lunde, Brian Longley (minutes); Staff: Amy Sparks, Renee Lepreau, Noreen Huntington

Visitors attending: 

Russ Stark, City of St. Paul Councilmember; Jon Schumacher, Executive Direcctor of the SAP Foundation; Dave Healy, Editor of the Bugle; Linda Jungwirth, County Commisioner Janice Rettman’s office

Consent Agenda Items Approved:
4. Minutes

5. Agenda

Noreen Huntington - New Coordinator of the Senior Chore Service:

Amy introduced Noreen, who started her employment earlier in the week. She is currently working with Mac Groveland in a part-time position, and working for the Chore Service is a good addition.  She has worked with seniors for about 12 years, and has worked in volunteer management for various organizations for 17 years.  Purdy said we need greater visibility for the Chore Service.  She sees publicity and visibility issues as one of her greatest strengths.

Bridging the Gap:

This project has been successfully completed. The task force began a year ago with funds provided by the Good Neighbor Fund (U of M). The goal of Bridging the Gap was to complete a pedestrian, bicycle, and traffic calming plan for a network of streets around the nexus of University Ave and Highway 280. In addition, Franklin Avenue issues and connections to the Minneapolis Greenway were addressed. Three public forums were held, and were well attended by Prospect Park residents.

The task force consulted with the Metropolitan Design Center and received some additional funding from CURA.  Design work was provided by task force member Stephen Mastey and Landscape Architects.  The final report summarized the accepted community solutions in detailed plans.  The report provides a tool for the neighborhoods to work towards implementation.  As opportunities arise, and streets are due for reconstruction, the neighborhoods will apply for funding.  Lunde noted that the Grand Avenue Business Association and the city split the cost of bike racks along Grand Avenue.

Hanscom moved approval of the report.  Haas seconded.  Approved.
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Councilmember Russ Stark:

Ward 4 City Council Member Stark came for general discussion of issues.  District Councils will not be un-allotted at year end.  The city is poised to adopt the 2010 budget next week.  City staffing is down about 120 positions since the start of 2009.  Some layoffs, but mostly managed through early retirements and other means.  

Stark is working for some modest restoration of library hours.  SAP is in the second tier and will lose Sunday hours. Hanson asked if one of the 3 libraries in our area can be open on Sunday, but Stark said this is not possible at this time. In order for Hamline Midway to remain open, all other libraries needed to reduce hours. 

Came to this meeting from a University Avenue streetscape meeting.  Working hard to keep assessments low for street improvements in the context of LRT.  Feels like a “perfect storm” for businesses with loss of parking and possible rising assessments for street improvements.  

Stark addressed Como Fire Station hours.  The station has been closed for several days recently due to staffing issues.  But this problem will diminish with the arrival of new recruits from the Fire Department Academy.

The City Council is restoring the bike and pedestrian coordinator, an important element to maintaining a good street environment.

Purdy noted that most of this past summer access east and west and between North and South SAP had been terribly disrupted by transportation projects.  Seems due in part to poor coordination and communication. Stark replied that the 280 road construction was accelerated due to the 35W bridge collapse, and that some of the problems my not have been avoidable. But admitted the City could do a better job. Suggested more transparency in transportation planning could be accomplished by bringing more citizens into the process and thereby increasing public understanding of the issues. He is frustrated that the Northwest Area Transportation Study has been so delayed.  Might get started again this spring or summer. 

Greg Haley asked about expanding the curbside recycling program. Stark thinks more should be done, but finding viable markets for the goods is a challenge.  Our fees for recycling are very low compared to other locales.

He is very interested in the single trash hauler issue. The current non-system causes excess wear and tear on roads and adds pollution. Organized collection in other cities has lead to cheaper fees in general. 
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Purdy noted conflicts with city zoning in light of the coming of LRT: light industrial vs. housing. Stark replied that there is a problem for the city due to fear of losing the job base and industrial land. Maybe we should be moving toward more flexible zoning in these areas. In ten years, SAP has seen a 40% increase in residents, and yet, in this same period the industrial area has been struggling. Much of this industrial area is not very productive and is used for storage and low density use.  Doesn’t contribute much to the tax base. But we need to preserve some industrial property in the city.  

Purdy feels the city doesn’t convey the importance of the Community Council to those seeking variances. Stark thinks the culture at the city planning commission is stuck.  Part of the answer is getting people from the community who care about the neighborhood involved at the commission level. Hanson asked how the communication process between the Council and the city can be improved. Stark suggested that the Planning and Economic Development office address us at a meeting.   

Jon Schumacher said getting our Como Avenue Small Area Plan incorporated into the Council’s 10 year plan is important. Haley pointed out the lack of city planner participation in the District Councils in recent years has led to much less communication with the city.

Hanson noted the need to recognize the wider impact that SAP Community Council has beyond this neighborhood – such as the Senior Chore Service, the Bridging the Gap Project with Minneapolis, leadership in resolving the Rock-Tenn burner issue.

Richardson raised concerns about preserving and nurturing artists and arts organizations along the Central Corridor as property values and rents increase with the arrival of LRT. What are the options?  Stark is not sure. He is worried about artists getting priced out. Should be taking a close look at the undeveloped industrial property in the area. 

Haas expressed worries about the lost revenue businesses will experience due to LRT construction. Stark is working to identify funds to mitigate this. Concerned about fairness of this compared to other projects in the city. But feels LRT is unique enough to warrant pursuing mitigation funds. Such monies would have to come from outside of LRT funds. In the big picture, the city does not have a real notion of what the loss of business due to construction will be. Hanscom said that Corridor businesses will get hit especially hard by loss of business during construction, followed by higher property values and the resulting higher property taxes after construction. He asked if it is possible to freeze property taxes for a while.  Stark replied that not much can be done because the city is limited by state laws and county assessments.
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Closed by noting that he would like to attend more of the Board meetings, but this time has the worst conflicts with his work and home schedules.

Executive Committee Report – Hampden Park Street Realignment

Richardson presented information about the recent meeting to look at street alignment issues. There was consensus at this meeting of 30 people to accept the configuration as presented. Several neighbors then came to the next Environment Committee meeting with strong opposition. A main concern was that the traffic circle would cause headlights at night to shine into their home windows. Environment proposed moving the circle 100 feet. Richardson plans to meet with neighbors to share this new configuration. The work is scheduled for 2012 and there is still time for public meetings and input. Parks and Recreation will draw the plan. This plan will cost almost a million dollars, with 80% federal money and 20% city money.

Lunde asked why this project is with the Environment committee. Richardson replied that it grew out of Hampden Park and storm water management issues. Funding for the park issues could be dovetailed with the road alignment project. 

Executive Committee Report – Land Use

The Executive Committee recommended not making any changes to our processes regarding variances. Haley asked Sparks and Lepreau to look at how other district councils handle land use variance issues.  He also noted the changing status of the Councils within the city structure over the years. Councils have less impact now. Purdy will identify someone from the city to attend one of our meetings and address how the variance process works.

Lunde noted that there could be a 20% - 60% drop in sales along the Central Corridor due to LRT construction.  One option to lessen impact could be a leap frog approach to construction.  For example, 2 miles on and 2 miles off.

2010 Budget

Sparks presented.  Not expecting any dramatic changes in next year’s budget. Not proposing pay increases for staff. Longley suggested the Executive Committee discuss pay and benefits for the staff. Lunde suggested that if there are no pay increases, perhaps benefits such as vacation can be increased.

Fundraising options for the coming year must be on the January agenda.

Haas moved that the proposed 2010 budget be approved. Hanscom seconds. Unanimous approval.
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Year End Review

Sparks reviewed the Council’s 2009 annual goals. Good progress on goals this year. Richardson motioned to adjourn, with Haley seconding. Meeting ended 9:10 p.m.

The meeting adjourned at 9:10pm

