Environment Committee

3/23/11

Members Present: Gordon Murdock, Terry Gockman, Michael Russelle, Gregg Richardson, Linda Hodge, Matt Hass

Visitors Present: Daniel Sarasti, Simon Helgeson

Updates

Hampden Park CIB presentation went well, people seemed interested, now we’re waiting to hear back in June

STAR grant application- need letters of support, Matt will do one from the Co-op, maybe have Jon Schumacher do one as well, possibly Corpus Christi?; letter from MWMO?

· do we have specific numbers in regards to amount of stormwater that will go through bioswale?  Lauren has contacted Kathleen Anglo on this and other 
questions

ERG update from Michael- met last week


- full council passed resolution from ERG (three point)


- City of St. Paul and various places in Mpls are thinking about Transition as 
well


-Green on the Screen last night, having another film showing April 26, no 
voting, just cookies and conversation


-community garden conversations are moving ahead, interest at Elementary, 
Luther Sem, SSA Rec Center


- St. Paul School District Energy, program to have schools reduce energy use 
or generate renewable energy


-always looking for more people to work on projects, next meeting is April 28 
(usually third Thursdays though)


-Gregg’s thought- what about having Small Area Plan that is environmentally 
rather than land use focused?

Make Mine Solar workshop


-maybe have one in July if they have more money at the beginning of the new 
fiscal year


-particularly reach out to businesses and multi-family housing, might work 
well at Seal Highrise? Invite landlords (start with Paul Mix) and building 
owners (start with Wellington and Sandy Jacobson, other West Midway 
Study people?  Westgate tenants?)

Simon Helgeson – Green Corps member, working for City

Helping with forestry department

Want to start new volunteer program after finishing canopy assessment based on new goals for canopy coverage; want engaged volunteers across City that are trained in planting and caring for trees, would be ‘train the trainer’ kind of approach so volunteers would train other individuals in the community; volunteers would provide watering during drought, mulching in fall

Primarily centered on private land, SAP is pretty good already; may also work on school sites

Advocacy for trees throughout the City!  Need to replant trees because of Emerald Ash Borer

Seeking interest and partners, funding, volunteer time; going to work with Tree Care Advisors (like Master Gardener Program)

Michael: what about specific species?  There has been interest in fruit trees in some districts, would be good for areas with lack of local food access, but won’t plant in boulevards because of complaints

· ERG likes idea of shorter trees because it allows for alternative energies like solar, keep southernly exposure

Gregg: focus on native species?  Yes; also working with UofM nursery to establish gravel bed system for ease of transplant; what about rebate program for mass buy?  Haven’t looked into it extensively but have non-profit contacts that get discounted trees

Michael: possible plantings on other City properties ie. Seal Highrise?

City would coordinate program but would be driven by volunteers, help organize training program, City might be able to provide mulch

Have been in contact with Friends of the Parks, maybe could coordinate with Tree Trust as well

**send study of tree planting on various sides of a house to Simon

Kasota Ponds

Will help with willow switch cutting: Terry, Gordon, Gregg

**Contacts for volunteers: UofM, Scout Troup (Steve Yetter), post on Listserv, Sun Chemical company, get in weekly publications (City Pages, Vita.MN, Daily Planet), make general press release to send to committee and others

Fish crib- probably too late for this year because ice is gone, hopefully plan better for next year

Willow planting- need specific volunteers for this, hopefully some from committee

Rain Barrel Workshops

Have started tapering off so probably not this time- we’ve already done outreach to many people

Saints Stadium Noise Variance

Two day festival, no action

Terry moves to adjourn

