Environment Committee Minutes

Wednesday, January 27th at SSAP Rec Center

Here: Nancy Dilts, Gregg Richardson, Tim Wulling, Michael Russelle, Karlyn Eckman

Guests: Stephen Mastey, Ralph Jacobson and Lou Sudheimer with Greenpeak Solar

Staff: Renee Lepreau

Agenda amended to include Greenpeak Solar and Stephen Mastey.

Greenpeak Solar

Lou and Ralph presented.  Mac Groveland formed a subcommittee and are trying to do a bulk purchase for solar water heating.  They view their neighborhood as a spark plug for helping other neighborhoods climb on to something that is already in motion.  Lou and Ralph did the bulk purchase solar thermal installation with SECIA. 
Greenpeak Solar has been incubating a new idea for a year and they are starting to talk to neighborhood groups.  They want to get the word out and get some feedback.  Mac Groveland is also working with them to help them get a sense of the modifications necessary to their idea, which is forming investment clubs to install solar photovoltaic installations.  They hope it will provide a more affordable opportunity for individuals to invest in solar and ultimately envision a dispersed urban solar farm.  The goal is to generate 3 megawatts of solar power.  Solar is growing worldwide at 60% per year.  Wind is generating power competitive to coal now.  

Greanpeak wants to form a small subcommittee to look into this issue in more depth.  The solar installations are mounted on poles and track the sun.  They envision them being mounted in backyards close to the alley and they would dump the power directly into the grid.  Their idea is to form block clubs that would be little LLC’s or co-ops.  They would have a power purchase agreement with Xcel and guarantee a sale.  Greenpeak would also take care of the insurance in case a storm came through, and take care of the maintenance and operations.  People would make initial investments, the co-op would run everything for them and return the proceeds to them.  They would be located in the alleys where you can feed into the power line.  Each array is 3.2 kilowatts.  They will put 10 kilowatts of batteries in them.  

Mac Groveland is meeting at Davanni’s next Friday at 6:30pm.  Greenpeak would like a meeting just for our group if we want to do that.  

They are using the PACE model for financing.  

Report from SECIA meeting
Light pollution from the stadium was raised as an issue of mutual concern.  Lights and scoreboards are on when apparently there is nothing going on at the stadium.  
SAPCC moves to co-sign letter with SECIA to the U asking them to address our concerns with the lights on the stadium.  

Passed unanimously.  

HERC is still alive and are now required to do an EAW.  There will be a public hearing in the future about their proposal to expand their fuel source by 20%.  Justin will keep us updated on that.  
Justin will also check into the current fuel sources for Rock-Tenn what is happening with that.  Rock Tenn is still burning number 6 fuel oil.  
Energy Resilience Group

Michael passed fliers around for their talk with Craig Edwards.  They plan to have a series of these talks to lay the groundwork so that more people can be up to date.   They are interested in installing big solar arrays and in large scale gardening, like at Luther Seminary.  Individually, group members are taking many steps such as a installing an on-demand water heater and a sidewalk blog spot that Regula put together.  Their next meeting is Wednesday the 10th.  Brian has been coming regularly.  
They have some ideas for movies that could be part of Green on the Screen, a transition DVD or a series on permaculture.  There is a transition training workshop all weekend at the end of March.  They are hoping to publicize through the neighborhood and on Park Peace.  
Ralph asked about the Energy Innovation Corridor and if we can percolate ideas and get city to cooperate with neighborhoods.  It’s not clear at this point.  
Energy audits for residents is still an issue.  Lois and Les live in apartments near the railroad.  The NEC came but there weren’t many changes they could make.  The building has lots of potential energy improvements to be made, but landlords have to cooperate.   ERG is interested in developing some programs to inform apartment building owners about how much money they could save and how important it is in general.  Karlyn mentioned that the CEE has a program for multi-family housing which mainly focuses on lighting.  There are apartment building on Larpenteur with solar thermal.  
A backyard talk could by BMP for multi-family dwellings.  The Cobins have a neighborhood electric car and photovoltaics on their roofs, another potential backyard talk.  

2009 Goals 

The committee review the 2009 goals, which we largely met.  
In 2010 the HP master plan funds need to be used up, we will need to pull in the entire committee to be more involved.  

We can also focus on fundraising for implementation of Bridging the Gap and create a structured strategy for how to move forward.  Stephen ran into Met Council member for area and wants to know what liaison we have with Met Council – what other opportunities are out there?  We could push public works to apply for funding.  Stephen will get a copy of BTG to the Met Council people.  It was well received in PPERRIA.  We need to get it to the people that are making decisions.  

Next meeting we need to set aside some time to review the D12 plan and find goals. 

Emerald Ash Borer and participation in efforts to control the spread and replace lost trees are more potential goals.  We could work with city foresters to map out within D12 where are there gaps, open spaces, opportunities, stumps and sick trees.  Stephen would be willing to help with this.  The city is planting street trees in 2010.  *Have forestry and Barb Spears come to the next meeting.  

We can continue the Backyard Talks without necessarily having money specifically, it is more a matter of staff time priorities.  
We also need to do HP fundraising so additional funds are in place for 2012.  There is a an Xcel grant with an August deadline that might be a good opportunity.   
We could also offer a workshop next fall/early winter on watershed friendly de-icing.  Small businesses and residential could be part of the same workshop.  MWMO could maybe sponsor it and pay for Connie’s time.  Train the trainer is another idea.  Steve and Mike at Noll’s could be involved and sell the correct salt.  They are willing.  

Kasota Ponds Cleanup and Neighborhood Cleanup are of course 2010 goals.  
We can take off Kasota Ponds monitoring as a goal because MWMO is doing that now.  
We could assign names to individual names to goals.  

February will be an important meeting for everyone to come to and participate in.  

The Hampden Park forum will February 8th on Monday.  Kathleen will present concept plans.  Part of this meeting needs to include set bigger picture and a short history.  It should revisit our goals for stormwater management and the opportunity to bring dollars to our park by doing increased stormwater management.  

Nancy showed pictures from Spain of trees integrated into an urban paved setting with canals for stormwater irrigation.

*Send to Kathleen.  Gregg, Stephen and Karlyn will flyer.  Ask Suzanne or Gordon to facilitate forum. 

