
St. Anthony Park Community Council
Environment Committee

South St. Anthony Park Recreation Center

890 Cromwell Avenue
Minutes – 25 May 2011
A meeting of the Environment Committee of the St. Anthony Park Community Council was held Wednesday, 25 May 2011 at 7:00 p.m. in the South St. Anthony Park Recreation Center.
	Members & Staff Present:
	Nancy Dilts (chair), Ranae Hanson, Lauren Fulnerickson (staff), Terry Gockman,  Linda Hodge, Gordon Murdock, Michael Russelle, Tim Wulling, Steve Yetter (minutes)


	Members Absent:
	Matt Anderson, Gary Carlson, Karlyn Eckman, Suzanne Garfield, Matt Hass, Ross Jackson, Stephen Mastey, Nolan O’Neill, Ferd Peters, Gregg Richardson, Erin Shaw


	Also Present:
	Brian Tourtelotte. (Parks and Recreation) , Bruce Elder (Sewer Utility Manager,  Public Works), Daniel Sarasti


	I.
	Approval of Agenda
Tim moved to approve the agenda; Ranae seconded.  The agenda was approved by unanimous voice vote without changes.



	II.
	Approval of Minutes

Tim moved to approve the minutes from the 27 April 2011 meeting; Terry  seconded.  The minutes were approved by unanimous voice vote with the follow correction “Stephen Master” should read “Stephen Mastey.” 
  

	III.
	College Park Storm Water Improvements

· Brian Tourtelotte from Parks and Rec and Bruce Elder from Public Works presented an overview of plans to increase stormwater infiltration in College Park.

· This project was first mentioned in a RSVP community meeting in December of 2008 at which time various options were discussed.  The idea of a pond was quickly eliminated for various reasons.  Additionally, Brian presented an update to the Environment Committee on March 25, 2009.
· Both Parks and Rec and Public Works are in need storm water credits from the Captiol Region Watershed District.    The watershed district requires that a certain percentage of stormwater in the region be handled through infiltration.  1 credit = 1 cubic foot of infiltrated storm water.  The city is currently running a deficit of about 100,000 cubic feet.  This project will help the city largely erase its deficit.   
· College Park, especially the bowl area, has the potential for handling more infiltration.  
· Public works has come up with detailed plans to increase infiltration and Parks and Rec supports the direction of the plans.  Parks and Rec wants to protect the “significant” trees of the park, especially the high value Oaks.  Two large Weeping Willows on north side of park will need to be removed as part of the project.  They are in the way.    
· The community has expressed a desire to preserve the sledding hills. As a part of the project parks trails will be improved.

· Bruce provided an overview of the proposed subsurface infiltration system.   Project would involve removal of topsoil from the bowl about about 5 feet, installing infiltration piping and restoring turf cover.  The system will accept storm water from the 54” storm sewers along Chelmsford and Hythe that carry water toward the park.   The system will feature a network of 48” perforated plastic pipes that buried under the bowl of College Park. The existing spillway on the north side of  the park will be removed as part of the project.
· Test holes have been drilled to measure percolation of existing soils and they confirmed the park’s potential for infiltration.  Expected side benefits of the project are that it will eliminate the existing standing water problem and improve turf quality.

· The project could start this summer.  A public meeting is proposed for July to present the project to the wider community and gather input.  Truck will need to come in and out of park from north side of park through Chelmsford.   An open question is whether or not turf could be re-established yet this fall or would need to wait until next spring.

· Funding has already been secured.   The project will cost about $1,000,000 and will not be affected by a government shut down as it is funded out of a dedicated storm sewer assessment.
· Another comparable large scale infiltration exists near Como Park off of Hamline.

· The system is designed to handle a 2” rain or 100,000 cubic feet of water and should clear within 48 hours.  There is a float mechanism in the system that will re-route water into the storm sewer when system is full.  

· Vacuum hoses will be used to clear out pre-treatment culvert when needed.  

· Ranae suggested that native wetland plantings be incorporated into the turf reconstruction to signal the water beneath and recommended removing any Ash trees replace them as part of the project.  

· Ranae motion to recommend that the board support project as presented with community input.  Tim seconded. The motion passed on a unanimous voice vote. 



	IV.
	Updates: ERG, willow planting at Kasota, pond sampling volunteers, other
· Tim reported that ERG is sponsoring a “Green on Screen” event June 14; that ERG is continuing to pursue community garden plans; and the ERG is doing an assessment for formally registering SAP as a “muller” group with Transition US.  
· Lauren reported that the willow plantings at the Kasota Ponds are doing well.  Water from the East Pond is flowing underneath the railroad tracks and across parking lot to West Pond. Action item:  Lauren to contact Ramsey County Watershed district about situation.  
· Lauren had no update on recruitment of pond sampling volunteers discussed at the April meeting.

· Lauren reported that even though we are not sponsoring a rain barrel making session this year, that she has a contact that has free food grade plastic barrels suitable for making rain barrels.  Ranae suggested that Lauren notify the other community councils of this resource. 

	V.
	Manvel Street parking and noise problems (Ranae Hanson)
· Ranae reported on ongoing issues related to noise and parking for residents of Manvel street near Universal Christian Ministries church at 997 Raymond.  Services feature an amplified band with bass and drums that can be heard well beyond the church. There are service multiple days of the week that often continue through the night until dawn.  Besides the service itself, parishioners make considerable noise in the street after the service talking to one another, shutting car doors and driving off.  Ranae has pursued a 2 hr parking restriction on Manvel however churches can get as many parking permits as they wish.  The city has assigned a police investigator to look into violation of noise ordinances.  The church is grandfathered in without parking.  City sponsored mediation will likely be the next step. No action requested at this time.  Ranae plans to also bring the issue to Community Connections.
· Daniel Sarasti added that there are noise problems arising again related to hookah bars on University.

	V. 
	Traffic Calming update and community meeting planning 
· Nancy reported that traffic calming was funded by CIB, but Hampden Park plan was not (though it is at the top of the unfunded list.
· Nancy will make our case for the CIB board to reconsider funding the Hampden Park Plan at the June 6 CIB meeting at City Hall and encourages all members of the committee to attend to show our commitment to the project.

	VI.
	Hampden Park fundraising strategic action plan 
· Fundraising target is to raise $5,000 from businesses and $5,000 from individuals.  
· A committee is needed to organize fundraising.  
· Linda volunteered to meet with the the business delegates to plan a fundraising letter to local business. 

· Action item:  Lauren to create a spreadsheet summarizing all committed and needed funds for the Hampen Park program including dates by which funds are needed to help the fundraising committee plan.

	VII.
	Adjourn

· Meeting adjourned at 9:00 p.m.


	VIII.
	Next meeting - Wednesday, 22 June 2011, 7-9 p.m.
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