Meeting: St. Anthony Park Community Council Board Meeting
Date: April 14, 2011

Present: Amy Brendmoen, Gary Carlson, Paul Hanscom, Ranae Hanson, Matt Hass, Linda Hodge, Joe Kelly, Brian Longley, JoAnne Makela, Ferd Peters, Roger Purdy, Gregg Richardson, Jon Seppanen, Steve Yetter

Staff attending: Amy Sparks, Lauren Fulner

Visitors attending: 

Carol Swenson, District Council Collaborative; Ted and Colleen Kroiten (Joy of the People); Lois Braun, (Community Garden); Brian Clark

Minutes were approved without amendments or revisions. 

Consent agenda approved: 

1. Approve agenda

2. Approve minutes

3. Unanimous committee resolutions:

a. Land Use resolution Land Use resolution:  St. Anthony Park Community Council support the request from Finnish Bistro for a waiver of the 45 –day waiting period to replace the existing sidewalk cafe license and permit the sale/service of wine/beer in the existing sidewalk seating 
Executive Committee recommends the following resolution: 

St. Anthony Park Community Council supports the Joy of the People proposal to install a sand court in place of the existing softball court on the south side of the park. The project is to include development of new community garden space. 

Proposed court will be big enough for one soccer field and/or two volleyball courts. JOP will fund and maintain the new courts. Garden will go where horseshoe court is. Dirt from excavation of courts would be moved to garden. Not necessary to move horseshoe court or benches although that would be preferable.

It is to be determined who will pay for waterline and other expenses for the garden. Current community garden committee is not interested in being in charge of it. Want independent group to take it on. Existing garden turns away people every year. Those people would be willing to take it on, but nothing firmed up. Will meet with them and Gardening Manners for workshop on organization of new group.

Park and Rec needs to approve all plans.

Long term, neighbors want walking path along perimeter of park with lighting. Encourage upkeep of planting areas. Keep in mind non-intrusive lighting but discourage itinerant usage. Make park more usable for people who may not have children or dogs. 

District Council Collaborative (DCC) Light Rail Transit – Carol Swenson:
Executive Director of DCC. For St. Paul and Minneapolis to keep track of light rail transit progress and assist in neighborhood participation and planning. University United sponsored at outset. 9 St. Paul DCC members; also includes reps from Minneapolis neighborhoods. Facilitate community involvement and that public interests are heard. 

1. Focus on lrt construction: working with disadvantaged businesses. Full funding grant agreement process (not completed): agreement with Federal Gov that they will pay 50% of project—rest paid locally; this is top Fed New Starts project and first in line for funding. Met council secured letters (of “no prejudice” says they are not libel for expenses); allows them to move ahead. Have advances from local funders. Contingency Fund list covers cost overruns. Contracts are under budget. How to spend additional 34mil. May purchase more rail cars. Other items may be covered. High on list is street paving and new lighting. SAP improvement of ped bridge on 280 is on list to be included in project costs.

2. Communication: Jackie Lunde represents us on the Corridor Construction Committee. Enhance communication. Reticent about allowing observers of committees. DBE and others talk about contractor performance. Revising and improving website to make more accessible to public. Too many separate websites; needs to be collected and consolidated; try to drive people back to district councils to get involved. 

3. Work groups that have specific foci. Pedestrian planning; other things not covered in funding. Metro transit earlier sector planning, feeder system, connections to lrt (was slated for 2012, has been moved up). Governing council will meet this week to set priorities. Affordable housing coordination. Discover Central Corridor card; business list; encourage shopping on the corridor.

(Put metro transit study on SAP agenda—Carol will set up)

West Midway Study – Luis Pereira:
West Midway Study website has a great deal of documentation. Link is: http://www.stpaul.gov/index.aspx?NID=3915 
This is a very large area for a small area plan. Updating city’s comp plan and land use. Unique industrial area in its location and number of assets: intermodal, large transportation hub. Determining strategy for area. Needs more detailed look than other areas regarding use as employment center.

Future land use policy from comp plan follows current industrial uses: future uses indicated more mixed use. Increased density around transit. 

Looked at what industries are growing; brought in someone from DEED to talk about cluster groupings of industries. Identified 9-10 biggest clusters in TC area; cluster is regional; which ones are in West Midway? There are more than expected. (i.e. Business services present and expected to grow in this area; distribution services [wholesalers, warehouses, etc]). What are growing, what not expected to grow. What business retention activities needed? What land use needs to address?

Job density to maximize number of jobs per parcel/sq ft; lots of data, difficult to parcel out. Mapped by blocks. Show differences in how land is used. About 20,000 jobs in area across clusters/ about 1200 firms. [SAPCC should pursue larger firms to be represented on council].

The West Midway Task Force is working toward what future land use map would look like. Latest draft tries to be flexible to market responses; shows where change is expected over time. Emerging high-tech to west of 280; north flexible industry; U Ave. more mixed use. What are opportunities? Sites/buildings to be redeveloped. Shows trends toward growth; who needs rail spurs; para-transit, bikeways. Between station areas could see redevelopment. Midway stadium would be large publicly owned site if Saints moved. Build on walkability to station areas.  Looking at what areas may need higher design standards due to higher residential/public use.

(Refer to Executive Committee: how do we get more heavy industrial representation on board or committees?)

Creative Enterprise Zone:  Amy

Resolution:

SAPCC supports the CEZ plan and approves creation of the action team.

Approved

Send the Task Force Worksheet to Executive Committee for fleshing out re: money and committee assignment.

Started as all about the artists; evolved to include more business enterprises [architects, designers, food, etc.]

Sparks distributed the draft of the plan. Feedback: Correct undefined acronyms. Are all organizations on board for tasks that have been assigned to them? Not yet. Specific people have not been approached to take on tasks until final doc is created. We are not being asked to approve priorities or who will be responsible for tasks. Next step is to create action team to move agenda forward. People have agreed to participate, others need to be asked.

What kind of funding will be needed? Jon Schumacher will be talking with the  Foundation about staff time for moving the CEZ and Como 2030 forward.

University United is also seeking funding for Greenpoint/type bldg. development which is one element of the CEZ plan.

Action Team wants to keep creative energy intact. Not just one bldg.. connect enterprises to industry. Find out who is here. Create identity to attract people here. CEZ money could go to pay part of Amy’s salary for her involvement in this.

Differentiate between entities? 

What is our part in approving action team? What are we committing to? What SAP committee should take this on? Community Connections could be good place for it. Amy giving a lot of her time to this with no oversight. 

Could potentially be biggest thing SAPCC does for next few years.

LU also involved. CCC needs to become bigger committee to encompass it. Few people now on the committee might not embrace this. 

Corridor Development Initiative Workshops, and Block Exercise Advisory Group:
SAPCC approves creation of advisory group for Corridor Development Initiative Workshops, and Block Exercise Advisory Group.

approved

Resolution to Bruce Howard, marketing director and Jon Commers, Met Council Rep for this area: 

The St. Anthony Park Community Council requests that the district council be able to participate in the process of naming the stations in the neighborhood.
Approved

Question from Executive Committee: How is Central Corridor construction affecting you? What are you hearing from other people and businesses? 
Ranae: carless month. Taking the bus with people who are not aware of light rail. 

Gary Carlson: went to Menards. Won’t be going again until lrt is finished. Talked to blind man at Services for the Blind, had cane knocked out of his hand. Audible crossing has been reinstalled.

Linda: takes 16. Was very easy. Took same amount of time as always has. Surprised. Vandalia is a mess getting off freeway and turning on to U.

Joe Kelly: surprised how smooth. People are figuring other ways to go. Dunn Bros expressing concern. Reduced hours and staff. Less disruptive personally than he thought it would be.

Amy: maybe trying to keep U working and backing up cross streets. Fewer through streets funneling traffic.

Carol: report traffic backups on residential streets.

Gregg: at Biaggio. Full. Not losing business. Edge down 40%. Sharrets don’t think they will make it because of parking. Schneiders, can park in front of it (behind barrels). Keys business down, have laid off people and cut back hours. 

Lauren: pedestrian crossings (particularly for blind people) still being worked out.

No legitimate route on Myrtle through Rock Tenn. It is a private street.

Ranae: Charles and Vandalia both under construction (Planned Parenthood). Nice that 50 bus now stops on Cromwell.

Amy B.: Classic Cookie Co. is busy. She is using Facebook creatively.

More cars and trucks on Territorial.

Brian: mess is a sign of progress. More dangerous for bikes. 

Elections ratification and appoint business delegate:
Brian Clark from North, attorney in Mpls.

Need 2 more alts: 1 north; 1 south

Business: Linda and Ferd are alternates

Approved

Role of Delegation Chairperson

Each delegation (North, South, Business) elects a co-chair.  Responsibilities are split – one co-chair leads the Board meeting, one leads Executive Committee, and one serves as backup. Chairs serve on Exec. Currently, Ranae chairs BOD. Ray chairs Exec. Roger fills in. 

Executive Committee: 

Matt Haas will stay treasurer

JoAnne Makela will stay secretary

Paul Hanscom is leaving board, moving to Mpls.

Feedback:

West Midway was useful

Good to hear from JOP; we should ask them to come in more often to report, so much to cover, it is hard to keep up

Adjourn to delegation caucuses to appoint chairperson – each delegation report results to Sparks then adjourn 

Business will wait to caucus until more of them present. Will confer between meetings. Ranae Hanscom remains South Chair. Brian Longley will be North Chair.

2


