St. Anthony Park Community Council Board 
Draft Minutes

May 12, 2011

Attendance: Ray Bryan, Brian Clark, Ranae Hanson, Linda Hodge, Jim Hunt, Joe Kelly, Brian Longley, Roger Purdy, Steve Yetter. 

Staff: Amy Sparks, Lauren Fulnerickson

Approved agenda with addition of Pelham.

Minutes approved.

Land Use Resolution–2322 Long Ave Subdivision Combined Plat

Land Use Resolution: The St. Anthony Park Community Council supports the original site plan that includes a total of eight units. 

The owners requested a replatting for the buildings that are existing.  The replatting would change it from being part of a condo association to individually platted homes.  The owners were having trouble getting financing—single plats make it easier to get FHA financing.  Two parts to this issue: Can they replat the existing units.  Land Use supports this issue.  Can they add more units than the original site plan. Land Use does not support an additional structure. Hunt supported the addition of two more units because it would increase density. Bryan said that leaving the green space was important to the residents. Adding the green space increases the cost of the unit.  There are lots of reasons to keep the density high. There will still be a condo association.  Property owners will be responsible for one foot around their unit.  The other property will be managed by a Condo association. The original design was based on moving the setback up to make more green space.  Members of the neighboring homes expressed opposition to any new building.

Motion was made: The St. Anthony Park Community Councils supports the property owners request for a replatting of the eight units along Long Avenue.  Motion passes with two abstentions. 

SAPCC recommends against any additional lots beyond the original eight lots that are going to be replatted on Long Avenue because of a lack of clarity to what exactly is going to be built.  In addition, there is a concern about building on the lowest spot of the block.  Motion passes. One opposed. 

Board goals:

The Board goals for 2011 were reviewed:

1. Continue the discussion of neighborhood identity

2. Increase visibility of Board and SAPCC in the community

3. Continue to work towards greater inclusion and representation

4. Explore gaining more contact with all of the businesses in the area

Goal 1: Discuss Neighborhood Identity. It was suggested we hold a community gathering for talking about a name for the University and Raymond area/South St. Anthony Park should be held that includes discussion of the Creative Enterprise Zone and the station name. 

MidCity won the most votes at the Hats Off to Central Corridor event.  Yetter – we need to be purposeful about what it is called. Yetter suggests that we could invest in a map once we decide on a name.  It’s often an effort to explain where we are.  SAPCC can have a community discussion at the Board meeting in September. Start at 6PM with food.  

Goal 2: Increase the visibility of the board and SAPCC in the community.  Kelly suggests the Board meetings to different locations. Longley brought up an annual meeting.  Maybe the issue of visibility is not the heart of what we are seeking.  We have to extend our minds to the business of the community being more aware of the existence and the purpose of the Board. Longley suggests that we use the 4th of July.  

Is this tied to #3? Purdy said the backyard talks were a positive issue that focused the neighborhood.  The message of the backyard talks was that environmental responsibility was what our neighborhood is about and the SAPCC is sponsoring events to promote it.  They also synced with our mission of community building.  The Board discussed an annual meeting -  provide something of broad interest – to get lots of people to come to an event with an issue of common concern.  Yetter suggests regular events on the calendar.  Annual events – kasota ponds, home tour, annual, neighborhood clean-up, 4th of July, elections, art fair. 

Goal 4: Explore gaining more contact with businesses in the area – talk about this next month.  Consider getting the larger employers plugged in to our work. 

Add board goals to our rotating agenda

Central Corridor Feedback and report on Noise Variance

Sparks reported on the noise variance that was approved that allowed extended hours for noise related to Central Corridor Light Rail Construction.  

Jackie Lunde sits on the LRT Corridor Construction Committee.  They do quarterly reviews of construction allowing for review of complaints, progress, and construction. Lunde would like to hear about any concerns from the Board and community. Bryan pleased that Raymond is now partially paved.  Wants Eustis to receive the same treatment.  Longley wishes they would have someone directing traffic at rush hour.  There were some complaints about the timing of the lights. Could Walsh Construction pay for signs advertising what’s coming?

Fundraising 

The Executive Committee suggests that our fundraising effort either be a new neighborhood directory or an event at the Gremlin Theater and talked about getting started on the directory/ Gremlin Theater/dinner night although it might not fall in 2011.  The Environment Committee wants to raise about $10,000 for the Hampden Park project.  It would be best to defer to an Environment Committee effort who would be raising money for Hampden Park.  Next month, ask for a report from Environment Committee on their fundraising plan.  Consider an ad hoc fundraising committee next month. 
Creative Enterprise Zone Action Team (CEZAT ):

Gregg Richardson Board Representative. The CEZAT will report to Community Connection Committee.  Life span is two years. Moved and approved.

Pelham Development

Meridian Industrial Center – Pelham and Wabash. About a year and a half ago, Port Authority met with Roger Purdy and Renee Lepreau to say they were interested in buying the site at Pelham and Wabash.  Port Authority said their mission was jobs.  The Port bought the site, demolished the existing buildings, and reported to D12 that there was a developer interested in building on the property.  Industrial Equities is proposing a 68,000 squ ft building surrounded by parking on all sides, truck access in the back, eight different parcels in the space. One story high.  The Land Use Committee had a number of concerns about the site including parking, landscaping, pedestrian access and that it seemed more appropriate for a suburban setting. During site plan review, it was discovered that it could not be built with the temporary overlay zoning.  Three months ago, the overlay was lifted. City left it as I1 which meant that the building as proposed could be built on that property.  LU wants something that is more connected, more urban, more natural.

Moved and seconded that we send the letter drafted by Fulnerickson.  Hanson suggests the letter be divided into three letters. Longley suggests adding in comments about how this is the gateway for bikes and increase a connection to the river.  This was the best option to connect to the greenway.  Add information about the north-south connection and a connection to the greenway. Mastey will work with Fulnerickson to draft the letter.

Move to send three letters: the 1st about specific concerns on the Meridian Industrial Center property, the 2nd  expressing concerns about the lack of community involvement in the Port Authority’s process. And the third letter reinforcing our desire to be notified on zoning changes.  Approved.

One abstention.  Fulner will send the other letters to the board. 

Items on the Table – It was requested that we flesh out bike path items and add ERG’s community garden initiative.

Minutes submitted by Amy Sparks.

