St. Anthony Park Community Council Board Meeting Minutes

Date: September 8, 2011

Board members present: 

Ray Bryan

Gary Carlson

Chaun Clemetsrud

Brian Clark

Ranae Hanson

Matt Hass

Linda Hodge

Jim Hunt

Joe Kelly

Brian Longley

JoAnne Makela

Stephen Mastey

Paul Mix

Ferd Peters

Roger Purdy

John Seppanen

Steve Yetter

Kari Ruud

Staff attending:

Amy Sparks and Lauren Fulner

Visitors attending: 

Bryan Brunell

Noel Diedrich

Sherm Eagles

Les Everett

Elyse Farnsworth

Jon Farnsworth

Renee Flacksbarth

Louis Furlong

Steven Garfield

Patti  George

Pat Jordan

Tim Jordan

David Kuebler

Kristal Leebrick

Paul McGinley

Bill Miller

Dick Molstad

Terry Pfaff

Arnold Ramler

Beth Richardson

Judith Sims

John Siqveland

Laurie Spear

Paul St. Martin

Tim Wulling

(Not all visitors signed in so not entirely accurate record of attendance.)

Minutes approved.
History of Traffic Calming was presented by Lauren Fulner-Erickson (see documents on website for details). There has been involvement /input about traffic calming since 2005; community meetings began in 2006, with the Raymond Avenue Traffic Calming Task Force convening in early 2006. The board’s involvement has been appointing the task force and approving its work.
June 22 was the first community meeting since task force learned that federal and City funding were secure and began meeting again in December 2010. Meeting attendees provided comments, criticisms, and questions. August meeting addressed assessment issue. Up to that point, there was no knowledge that property owners would be assessed. City admits fault in not getting this information to the public in a more timely manner. Many adjustments have been made to the plan. Construction is slated for 2013 which will allow businesses more time to prepare. 

Paul St. Martin & David Keebler from the city presented details of the plan. Raymond Ave is a County Hwy. [See handouts and website for background information.]

Original pavement from 1923 still in place. Water main from 1889. Federal funding gives opportunity to rebuild the street and replace infrastructure. There will be new curbs, street lighting, and the street will conform to current standards. Not just traffic calming, also safety standards will be met.

Public works will have meeting for property owners to show assessment rates in Oct. The project goes to City Council Nov. 2. If this moves quickly enough, the city will be about to approve at 2011 assessment rates which are lower than the projected 2012 rates. In order to do this, they need to get layout /design approved to take to city. St. Martin showed maps of the proposed design (available for viewing at the office of the St. Anthony Park Community Council). There is a projected loss of 51 parking spaces.

Keubler expained the alternate plans at Ellis/Bradford/Long. Includes more conflict points at turns and is less safe for pedestrians. Less clearance for emergency vehicles and school buses.

Concerns have been raised about loss of parking. Original plan addresses adding parking. Cannot add parking with alternate plan.

There are trade offs to have a multi-modal street. Raymond only north-south route that can handle all modes of transport. Staff doesn't know the exact number of existing spaces. If SAP votes against it, it will still be taken to the city to take advantage of the funding. If it is left to sit, nothing will be done for several years.

There is a history of breakage in old watermains.This project will leave good mains in place and add plastic lining. Sanitary sewers and utilities need to be assessed and improved where necessary.

Assessment rates are same for both homeowners and businesses. A handout was distributed showing the assessment rates. $52.32 per front foot [linear foot] at 2011 rates. Can pay 1/20th of principle per year or entire amount at once. Water services from main to property line is included. Good time for property owners to replace lines into property while street is torn up but that will be done at the cost of the property owner. Storm sewers are newer, but will be looked at.

City feels original plan is safer for both pedestrians and drivers. New marked pedestrian crossings will be targeted. Federal money has not made assessments lower—property owners will pay as much as other property owners in the city on other streets. 

Original plan offers more gain of green/permeable space. Break in median will still allow left turn into Hampden Coop parking lot. 20-year projections have 25% increase in car traffic. Nice 

ride station is now in the parking lane–not sure yet where it will go. The city will removing and replace any ash trees on blvd which could provide open space for Nice Ride. Storm water management can be built in to green spaces and in Hampden Park. 

Questions/comments from guests. Asked to limit comments and compile questions.

Emailed comments were given to Board members. Lauren will write down questions from the audience and staff will answer them all at once.

Comments:

· There has been inadequate notification.

· Does not see need for traffic calming, no evidence of need. 

· There should be data and studies to support expense, no need for task force. 

· Bill Miller, Property owner, said that many questions about the project have not been answered satisfactorily. He referenced the petition asking for more data that was sent to the Board members for their review. 

· Tim More, business owner—concerned about loss of parking. Consider multi-modal vehicle activated signs. Wait and see what happens rather than subject business owners to further losses.

· Tim Jordan, Jordan Realty – oppose the project due to loss of parking. Business disruption, economic hardship.

· Les Everett, U of M, bike rider – only bike route west of Lexington Ave. Need more bike lanes. Raymond Avenue is a road not a parking lot. 

· Randy Pfaff, resident – parking. Reroute the bike route add traffic lights. Disagree to trade off for bikes vs. Residents and businesses. Worried about car towing and backing in to traffic.

· Louis Furlong, townhome assoc, Ellis/Bradford – make recommendation that the Board adopt the alternate plan. See email sent to Board.

· Patty George, Salon George – opposed to losing parking. Recomends that the city reroute bike lanes to lroads with less traffic. Add medians. More traffic lights/signs. A comparison with other neighborhoods is necessary before proceeding.

· Arnold Ramler, resident – opposed to plan. Look at other alternatives. Raised walkways. 4-way stops on Hampden/Raymond/Territorial. Traffic monitoring signs.

· Jon Siqveland, task force member—representing neighbors who feel traffic unsafe along Raymond and there is not good pedestrian access. Message has been out there. People have only responded since they heard there were assessments. Speeds on Raymond are too fast. Safety and access for all users is important. This is a mixed neighborhood. Businesses are important, they drive traffic into neighbohood but there needs to be a balance between residents and business needs.

· Laurie Spear from townhome association said her house and garage are property in question at Ellis/Bradford. She said there are no issues at that intersection. She would rather nothing be done. Said that no one will step on the planted medians. She said that Seal Highrise uses street parking so there are parking problems. Force private service lots to meet needs of community. 

· John Farnsworth, resident on Bayless wants parking for home owners and businesses. Snow removal harder on narrower streets. Use lower cost methods to slow traffic. Property taxes have gone up steadily. Competing interests.

· Sherm Eagles, resident  said that the process to make safety improvments goes back 35 years. Chipped away at a bit at a time. Wide intersections have been dangerous. This project first time plan to deal with whole thing. Wants ability to get across Raymond without worry.

· Daniel Sarasti, resident – Seal Highrise. Said that it is hard to cope with traffic at Charles without a cross walk.

· Terry Pfaff , resident, apartment owner  is also concerned about parking. He was told there will be assessments on corners if you have corner lot despite being told that only Raymond would be assessed earlier.  Right of way maintenance is extended. He will gain 20 feet that he will have to pay assessments for. 

· Bill Miller said that alternatives should be explored.

· Judith Sims, resident, walks, bikes, and drives Raymond. She doesn't want narrow roads that this plan proposes because they will put her closer to cars. More traffic will go to Cleveland. What evidence justifies this traffic calming?

· Patty George said that she gathered 150 names on petition gathered in 3 weeks opposed to taking away parking.

· Paul McGinley, Midway Chamber wanted clarification that the project will be in 2013 not 2012. 

Answers to questions and comments by St. Martin and Kuebler:

· Speed measuring signs were placed and calculated 35-37 average speed for 85% of vehicles.

· Traffic light installation must meet specific criteria which do not exist on area of change

· To add medians have to take away bike lanes or parking

· Comparative data: permit parking for residents will alleviate light rail travelers taking residential parking

· Parking for businesses changed from west side to east side at request of businesses

Board discussion:

Mastey moves to approve original city plan as presented. 

· Ruud—City has adopted complete street policy that should be reflected in this project. Right now skewed toward drivers.

· Kelly – address the concern that this process was hidden from the public. Does not think that is the fact. Acknowledged that it is hard to keep up with everything going on in community in a timely way. No evidence of hidden agenda.

· Longley – bike commuter. Knows Raymond Ave. Biking is growing and will keep growing. When process began LRT and growth in biking not on our radar. Plan could be improved. Does not want to see loss of parking to businesses.

· Hanson – glad to see so many people here. Many opportunities to be involved. 

· Ray Bryan – cannot support the plan as presented. Concerned about loss of parking. 

· Haas – debate about economy, jobs, construction. Construction projects create jobs and helps the economy. Clarified that medians will be crossable. District plan calls for bike lanes and increased access for everyone. Some personal habits will have to change and people will have to adapt but we can't stand still.

· Ruud – not all customers of local businesses drive.

· Purdy – this vote is about the vision of the future of our neighborhood and what we want it to look like 20 years down the line. Will support.

· Fulner-Erickson – regardless of how SAPCC votes, this will come to City Council. Not the last opportunity to speak on this.

· Mastey –We have an opportunity to do improvement to the infrastructure that is long over due. 

Yeas: 9

Neas: 4

Abstain: 2

Motion carries. SAPCC will send letter of support to City Council for City original plan.

2. Creative Enterprise Zone (CEZ) update

The first CEZ Steering Committee ended its business after they created an action plan. The CEZ Action Team formed to implement the plan. They are meeting monthly. 

The Corridor Development Initiative (CDI) run by LISC has completed its work including the block exercise. Their report will inform the work of the Action Team. LISC did four workshops including block exercise on properties along corridor. They will create development guidelines that came out of the workshops to give to developers. Sparks asked for approval for the language.

Hanson suggests we change CDI draft language to include SAPCC asks the City and any Developers to follow the objectives.Bryan asks that the term Mid-City be removed from references to the area. Hanson recommends that we substutute whatever name is chosen at the upcoming community meeting. Kelly suggests it be changes to South St. Anthony Park. Seppanan asked to  see before it is printed. Sparks said yes. Motion to approve language for LISC-developed materials was passed.

3. Request the city designate area a Creative Enterprise Zone

There is no language in the city charter that descibes a CEZ. We want to be able to name SSA and acknowledge that the area is home to many creative businesses. By making it clear that it is something we want for the neighborhood, it is in place and we can act on it. Rudd said it will help SAP attract the kind of small businesses that we want to fit in with area. Motion of approval was passed.

Feedback: Executive Committee wants understudies to learn about their work. Hanson asked for two good things about the meeting. There were lots of new faces, civility level was good, and there was a great exhibition of passion and committment to neighborhood

What could have been done better: Air conditioning and drawing people to meetings before there is controversy.

Adjourned 9:31 
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