St. Anthony Park Community Council

Board of Directors

Thursday, January 10, 2008

South St. Anthony Park Recreation Center

890 Cromwell Avenue (Territorial and Cromwell)

Approved February 14, 2008

Presiding:. Ranae Hanson,

Board Members and Alternates Present: Ray Bryan, Matt Carlson, Chris Donaldson, Greg Haley, Matt Hass, Brian Longley, Jackie Lunde, Rick Macpherson, Paul Mix, Roger Purdy, Arnold Ramler, Gregg Richardson (recorder), Emily Woodall.

Board Members and Alternates Absent:     Vincent Chan, Jason Merkel, Ferd Peters,.

Staff: Amy Sparks (Executive Director), Renee Lepreau (Community Organizer).

Guests.  Carol Livingston (CHORE), Harriet Mednick (CHORE), Linda Jungwirth, County Commissioner Janice Rettman’s office, Carol Osip, League of Women Voters.

Hanson opens the meeting at 7:00 p.m. 

Consent agenda.  

Haley moves and Purdy seconds a motion accepting the January 10 consent agenda.  Agenda includes the January 10 meeting agenda, the minutes of the December 13, 2007 Council meeting, and one resolution:

1. SAPCC approves the Dubliner request to extend the liquor service and a sound level variance for their tent party on March 16th from noon to 2am and on March 17th from noon to 2am.  Music will stop at midnight.

  Motion passes unanimously.

Board Education--  CHORE Service

Carol Livingston, CHORE service coordinator, describes how CHORE began out of needs perceived by the SAP block nurse program.  They applied to Ramsey County, and began the service for Districts 11, 12, and 13, and later expanded to District 6.  In 2001, Greater Minneapolis Council of Churches became the granting agency, and in 2005 this changed to the Metro Area Agency on Ageing (MAAA).  This is one of the few programs that uses youth.  MAAA is considering asking us to join with Mac/Groveland neighborhood CHORE program (this year we expanded to serve five neighborhoods).  Our minutes of service have not met our contract this year;  outreach has been challenging.  Harriet Mednick, CHORE community outreach liaison, says that many people are reluctant to ask for help.  She does a twice-a-year newsletter, mailed to a client list, and distributes to libraries and rec centers, also churches;  also contacts schools for volunteers.  She is on the mayor’s Parks and Rec seniors advisory committees, and other organizations, and also speaks to the block nurse meetings.  Livingston says there are currently 232 clients in the database, but this year they only served 163.  Service is dependent on their requests.  Volunteers do painting, snow shoveling, fall raking (which is a huge project), gutter cleaning, etc.  She is thinking of having an advisory committee to help with planning, perhaps including the various districts.

Questions:  Haley says this would be a good outreach for the blockworker program, a way to identify needs.  Also use the community listserv.  Hanson asks Livingston to help clarify CHORE’s relation to the Council—what do you need from our staff? Livingston says Sparks is her supervisor, who signs her contracts.  Hanson asks if other Councils served can offer in-kind contributions?  Sparks says she’s tried, but they’d need to keep timesheets.  Richardson asks if we could specify some ways for other Districts to take some of the burden off our staff?  Haley adds, or what could they do to make the program more successful?  Lunde suggests that perhaps members of SAPCC could go present to their Councils.  Purdy asks if we’re serving too few clients, does the funding go away?  Livingston is not sure.  Haley asks how far short we fell on our contract this year?  Livingston says we needed 3000 hours, we had 2200.  Hass asks if there is a shortage of volunteers based on the 232 clients in the database, or the 163 served?  Livingston says based on the number served.  Sparks points out that MAAA requires you to serve a certain percentage of the clients in your database, but you are not allowed to ever delete names.

Board goals

Hanson says that some Board goals will come from committees and then be ratified by the Board and others are specifically Council goals.  Council reviews last year’s goals.  On fundraising, Sparks says we fell significantly short on our home tour proceeds, then received $6900 from the fundraising letter, as well as $3000 from Park Midway Bank, and $2100 from departing City Council member Jay Benanav, so we are in much better than expected shape for the year.

Council spends time brainstorming goals.  Suggestions:

Stronger relations with Minneapolis organizations such as SECIA.

Transportation-related issues.

Fundraising/budget planning.

By-laws changes on voting.

Communicating to the community who we are, and recruiting new members.

Getting city approval of the District 12 Plan.

Increase use and expand CHORE service.

Study and take a position on RockTenn power plant.

Continue Board education goal (have the Board brainstorm new ideas).

Como 2030?  May need to develop an ongoing group after the plan is adopted.

Longley proposes that the Executive Committee develop a set of proposed Board goals from this list.

Budget Report

Since there were several last minute contributions, as noted above, the 2008 draft budget is not ready.  Donaldson moves, and Haley seconds a motion:  SAPCC will continue to operate under its 2007 budget until the February Board meeting.  Motion passes unanimously.

Land Use Committee resolution

Purdy says LU saw a presentation of a conceptual model of the stations, along with a presentation by Carol Swenson and Anne White of the District Council Collaborative (DCC).  There are questions about the viability of three stations not currently in the plan, at Hamline, Western and Victoria, which will cost $16.5 million.  Land Use voted to support the three stations, with two abstentions.  Mix says he abstained, not only because of budget concerns, but because of concerns that we may not get federal funding if we can’t pare down the costs.  By slowing the train down with additional costs, we may not move enough people to qualify.  There will continue to be a bus line running parallel, perhaps let them rough in the stations, and let the traffic decide whether to add stations later.  Purdy says that they decide by a cost effectiveness index formula, that says that with higher cost, ridership per dollar decreases.  Macpherson says that the DCC had studies from other LRTs that challenged that idea.  Also we’re not a decision-making body;  the city and Metro Council have to make the decisions, and everybody is lobbying them for their positions.  The point of this resolution is to keep these three stops on the table.  Perhaps in order to get one, you need to ask for three.  Haley says the CEI model was based on more of a rural model.  $16 million is a tiny percentage of this project, and these three proposed stops are in the poorest stretches of University Avenue, where need is highest.  Hanson says that at last night’s DCC meeting, they added a fourth stop at Cleveland.  She voted for that, and would encourage adding it to this resolution.  Hass asks if this resolution is being pushed by the DCC?  Hanson says yes.  Hass asks who is funding the stops?  Hanson says Met Council.  Donaldson moves and Purdy seconds the motion from the Land Use Committee:  SAPCC supports the District Council Collaborative’s request for four additional light rail stations at Hamline, Western, and Victoria. 

Discussion:  Hass says Peter Bell of the Metro Council was promoting cutting the number of stations.  Macpherson reiterates that this is what he was just referring to, this is part of a political process, and supporting the stops helps strengthen the position of keeping them on the table.  Longley says that there is also a cost for roughing in stations for later development.  Supporting the full station may at least get them roughed in.  Lunde says the DCC meeting presentation numbers implied a reduction of ridership and increased costs, but the U of M is arguing for a $150 million tunnel, and this is a comparatively small cost.  Purdy says the models don’t feel right to him, but he doesn’t see the U of M or downtown St. Paul connections backing off.  This is about serving people along this route.  Macpherson asks for a friendly amendment supporting all four stops.  Donaldson and Purdy agree.  Bryan says he’s heard from a lot of small businesses worried that they’re going to be run off University Avenue by LRT, including many minority-owned businesses, and that only the national chains will be able to afford locating there.  Donaldson calls the question.  Amended motion reads:  SAPCC supports the District Council Collaborative’s request for four additional light rail stations at Hamline, Western, Victoria, and Cleveland.

Motion passes, with 7 yeas, 1 nay, and three abstentions.

Good Neighbor Fund

Chris Woodall is representing SAPCC on the Stadium Advisory Committee, so we have money available from their Good Neighbor Fund to ameliorate neighborhood issues arising from proximity to the new Gopher stadium.  Emily Woodall says we are the only St. Paul group on the committee.  Longley asks whether the money can be used for projects not directly connected to the stadium?  Lepreau says the Land Use section of the D12 plan calls for bike connections between Langford Park and the University transitway.  Longley says the cheapest estimate for that project was $1 million.  He suggests a crosswalk at Dudley and Cleveland., also bike lockers and bike lanes.  Woodall asks whether we can refer this to a committee?  Lunde suggests some parking areas.  Sparks reads some of the proposed project evaluation criteria.  Woodall suggests “St. Anthony Park” signs along more of the neighborhood streets.  Hass suggests a sign along Raymond identifying Hampden Park.  Macpherson suggests that Executive Committee appoint a workgroup to develop some proposals, and narrow them to two or three.  Sparks says it is more trouble to get another task force together—she would prefer to work through an existing committee.  Hanson suggests that the standing committees make recommendations to the Executive Committee, which then selects and brings them back to Council.

Board elections

Lepreau is overseeing elections, needs a committee to carry it out.  Woodall, Haley and Lunde volunteer.  Brief discussion of the need for more delegates.

Meeting is adjourned at 8:55 pm.  (Haley moves, Bryan seconds)

Respectfully submitted,

Gregg Richardson, Secretary

St. Anthony Park Community Council

Board of Directors

Thursday, February 14, 2008

South St. Anthony Park Recreation Center

890 Cromwell Avenue (Territorial and Cromwell)

Minutes approved March 13, 2008

Presiding:. Ranae Hanson,

Board Members and Alternates Present: Emily Woodall, Rick Macpherson, Chris Donaldson, Roger Purdy, Jackie Lunde, Matt Hass, Greg Haley, Ferd Peters, Ray Bryan.

Board Members and Alternates Absent:     Vincent Chan, Jason Merkel,. Gregg Richardson, Arnold Ramler, Paul Mix, Brian Longley

Staff: Amy Sparks (Executive Director), Renee Lepreau (Community Organizer).

Hanson opens the meeting at 7:00 p.m. 

Consent agenda.  

Minutes and agenda passed unanimously.

RCAP Update

Matt Hass gave the update.  He will use the document that Nina is drafting to give his report, but will not hand it out because it has not yet been approved by all panel members.  First he reported on process.  RCAP has been using the same facilitator since Dec. and that has been making the meetings smoother and the process better.  Some panel members are concerned that the process is not moving fast enough to give a recommendation in May or June.  They haven’t had a lot of time to talk about fuel and some other important decisions yet.   Matt found the interactions of the panel at the last meeting somewhat frustrating.  However, everything is going well overall.  

RCAP is talking about what the recommendations document coming from RCAP should look like. The SPPA wants RCAP to sign on to their document, but RCAP wants their own document.  They are having a lot of discussion about length, level of technicality, intended audience, etc.  

The first area in the report/feedback document is energy demand and plant size.  RCAP has agreed that plant size for the future should not be any larger than Rock-Tenn’s current plant size.  Energy needs in the future will be less than what they are now, but with peak operation and an expected higher use of the plant, they are looking at plant size from 80% -100% of current size.  Cogeneration is the model that makes the most sense, to RCAP, and they will continue to study it.  

The next area in the document is fuels, and RCAP had a fuels presentation from the Green Institute.  They are looking into biofuels.  The Green Institute did a presentation last spring about the feasibility and excluded everything except RDF at the time.  Now, they will look at corn stover, perennial grasses and switch grasses.  The questions they are asking include: what is the future availability, what is the price, what are the environmental impacts and non-economic impacts?  RCAP does have consensus that whatever fuel or mix is chosen it should not have a greater negative environmental impact than fossil fuels.  The base case is what Rock-Tenn is using now = 25% natural gas, 75% #6 fuel oil. 

The most notable information out of the Jan. meetings is that the research at the plant shows, through waste heat and water recycling, they can use that energy back into the plant and reduce energy need by 20%.  Waste heat can also be recycled in the form of a district energy system.   This has never been done in the paper recycling industry.  David Solberg is confidant that the technology is available.  The board asked clarifying questions on district energy, plant size and ownership.  The land under the power plant will be sold to SPPA for $1.  District Energy would not own the power plant, but could potentially be in charge of running it.  It’s not clear exactly how a district energy system would be configured in terms of ownership and operations.  

Roger reported on the caucuses and the resolutions against RDF.  It failed narrowly at his precinct.  NAB went to various caucuses.  

RCAP should be presented with some emissions estimates soon.  In early March they will hear a health risk speaker.  RDF will have its own presentation at the end of March.  RCAP will be moving from the UEL building due to complaints of pollution in the building.  The next meeting will be at the Central Corridor Resource Center for 1 meeting.  After that RCAP will meet at the new Wilder building.  

Bylaws

Macpherson presented on the bylaws changes.  The purpose is to build on the work they did last year and improve the business delegate election process. Macpherson also reorganized the bylaws so they would be in a more logical order.   He indicated in italics where sections have been relocated.  

The changes in substance are located on page 2, in the business delegates section.  The current bylaws give the Midway Chamber of Commerce power to select the business delegates, and that hasn’t happened for years.  The committee changed it so that business delegates will be elected by the council.  The nominating committee shall recruit and screen the candidates.  The board of directors will elect the business delegates that will serve in the future.  

Other changes are located on page 3, section 4.4d.  The current bylaws state that a voter has to be a resident in the district.  Resident is now defined as someone who lives within the boundaries of D12 set in the bylaws.  The committee did not adopt an identification requirement because it would be overly burdensome and exclude some legitimate residents.  If there are disputes as to whether someone meets this requirement, the elections committee has the power to be the arbiter.   

Lunde asked if it is more appropriate to say that the business delegates will be appointed rather than elected?  Because the board will be actually voting, the consensus was to keep the wording as elected. 

Elections committee is charged with determining the procedure for write-ins.  They approved the suggested procedure from the bylaws committee.  Discussion about who has final say - board or elections committee?

It was decided that the last sentence of item 4.4.b shall be deleted.  4.7 covers the issue of vacancies with more clarity.  

Board of directors votes and includes the old business delegates at the April meeting.  The new board is seated in May.  

Rick moves and Ray seconds: Adopt the proposed revisions as amended tonight.
Unanimous in favor.  

Elections Committee Report

The allowed length for statements printed in the Bugle will stay at 100 words.  There will be no editing except to cut off at the 101th word.  On our web site, we will offer to print a longer statement.   Voting will take place on April 8 with filing deadline of March 17.  On the 13th, there will be an open house.  Candidates will be invited.  Russ Stark will be there.  Jay Walljasper will also be attending.  We will have refreshments.  The announcement went out in February and March Bugles.  Also STS delivery will go out with the application the Saturday before they are due.  Voting will take place at three locations: the Co-op, the library, and Dunn Brothers on University.  We need people to volunteer at the polls.  We are asking Board members to sign up for a 2 hour shift and the signup passed around.  We also need to know who is planning to run again.  Rick, Brian and Emily are not running.  Roger, Matt, Glen, Jackie, Ferd and Ray will run.  Vince and Paul were not present and need to be asked.  Flyers will be posted by the elections committee.  Board mentors for new members should be considered.  

Action Item:

Renee:  ask absent board members if they will volunteer for a shift, and ask Vince and Paul if they are running again.

Budget and Year End Report

Peters went over the year end budget to actual for 2007 Citizen Participation grant from the city at $37,000 came in as budgeted. COPP took in $2,444 more than expected.  Sparks had told Jane Prince and Jay Benanav that we were going to be short for the year.  There were some dollars remaining in their COPP allotment and they dedicated it to D12 to do work on Hampden and Como 2030.

The neighborhood cleanup came in higher than expected.  These dollars are given to us for hours spent and the Chore Service spent more hours given that they were finding volunteers to pick up items for four district councils instead of the usual two this year. Our fundraising came in higher than expected.  We received an unanticipated $3000 came from Park Midway Bank. The Home Tour did not meet its goals. Eureka, who gives us money for handling recycling bins came in as budgeted.  The Garden didn’t make enough to cover their costs but they have a reserve they can spend down.  SAPCF  was less than budgeted.  They committed to pay for the Como Consultant which has not yet submitted a bill (given that the project isn’t complete yet.) The major expense is staff, we spent a little less than we budgeted for on staff.  Also paid for consultants.

Total expenses were less than we budgeted for.  There are still some 2007 expenses that we will have to pay in 2008.

Sparks explained the different income streams we have.  There are two main grants from the city that have not been increased for many years.  Fundraising includes our letter and our fundraising grant.  We’ll ask for money from the SAPCF for Como 2030 and perhaps other items.  We also get reimbursement for staff hours from the neighborhood cleanup.  We’re not sure exactly what we’ll ask for from the COPP grant from individual city council members.  MAAA grant has also been stable and covers the chore service.  Chore service shares many costs with us—their contribution to rent and website helps us operate.  We are dependent on their share of operating costs to help us operate the office. Port Authority money for the Rock Tenn outreach will go away in August.  We’ve received COPP money from Benanav, Thune and one other council member for the Chore Service.  Eureka pays $1200 a year to distribute recycle bins.  Garden charges $20 per person for a garden plot.  Last year they spent more than they took in, but the mailing had already gone out for $20.  For right now, there is no need to increase their fees as they have substantial reserves however we can consider it for next year.  

The 2008 budget plan was presented by program. (Spreadsheets by month or by funding stream are also available.) Crime prevention and citizen outreach are combined because Amy and Renee’s duties are integrated. The Senior Chore program has two part-time staff.  The Port Authority is covering the cost of doing outreach which involves staff time for Nina Axelson and the cost of doing communications such as ads and printed flyers. Environment includes recycling and the neighborhood cleanup.  The budget and year end statements are available in the office.

Ray moved and Ferd seconded: The St. Anthony Park Community Council approves the year end statement and accepts the 2008 budget. Unanimously approved. 

Action Item:

Amy will check to make sure that we gave Nina her proper year end forms. 

Good Neighbor Fund

Each committee was asked to pick one project they would like to see funded.  There is a total pot of $69,000 available for funding.  CCC recommended applying for the costs to install banners on street lights in South St. Anthony.  The city said it would cost $276 per banner installation (that doesn’t include the actual banner cost).  

Environment committee recommended bike/pedestrian improvements over Territorial and Franklin.  Jessica Treat, TMO, recommended a firm that does planning for bike and pedestrian plans.  They just completed the Edina plan.  They said they could do planning for that that would include community process and planning for $5000-$7000.  Mike Klassen at public works said the streets are wide enough although some parking might have to be removed on one side.  On Franklin, it would have to be widened.  His estimate is that it would cost $30,000 on Territorial and $18000 on Franklin to install bike lanes.  We could apply for planning or apply for funds to directly implement.  

Land Use added replacing the existing lights in SSAP with historic lights to the list.  Mike Klassen quoted $10,000 per light with a total cost of $230,000 for an example project of Raymond from the Bridge to University Ave.  He thought 23 lights would go in.  Lighting was eliminated from consideration because it exceeds the funding available.    

Brian moved and Ray seconded: 

SAPCC will make two requests to the GNF for banners and for planning for the bike/pedestrian improvements.

Motion passes unanimously.  The committees will assist with grant writing.  
Committee Updates

Community Connections – Last meeting came up with 4 general goals.  They can be viewed on the goal sheet.  They also talked about Good Neighbor Fund. 

Environment Committee – Most of last meeting was talking about Hampden Park.  They had put out design pieces, done surveys, and had a community forum.  The committee talked about what we would like to see and what our expectations are.   They are still building community dialogue and building consensus.  We do have consensus about the health of the trees.  They also talked about the Good Neighbor Fund.  

Land Use – At the Feb. meeting, they set goals for 2008 and talked about Good Neighbor Fund.

Grand Rounds – Ray reported that the Minneapolis CAC met on Feb. 7th and did not come to a decision.  They did go over the public input from the 3 forums.  Most people favor the eastern route, which comes very close to one of the Kasota Ponds.  The CAC will make a decision at their March meeting to pass on to the Minneapolis Park Board meeting in April.  Last week the SEED Semi committee asked what D12’s position was on the connection of Granary Rd to Pierce Butler.  

Transportation Task Force – It does not look encouraging for bike connection between Langford and the transit way because of the grade change.  Mike Klassen will look into the option of the Gibbs tunnel.  The taskforce also looked at North/South connections and narrowed it down to Prior or Transfer Road.  

CAC/LRT update – The University Ave Bridge over 280 will need more extensive work for about $2 million combined with one other bridge.  About $4-27 million in savings was identified based on not having to reconstruct the whole avenue.  The will put in overlays and mill on the surface.  They are in the process of looking at non-signalized crossings which would increase the number of pedestrian crossings from every ¼ mile to every 1/8 mile.  In between the signalized crossings will be non-signalized crossings that will accommodate a back door to the stations. 

Action Item: Renee will get date from Donna on public meetings

Staff-Amy reported on the garden which has experienced some turbulence lately and might come before the board.  She also learned more about insurance policies and filings that we are legally liable for.  She spent time reviewing payments and tax filings to reconfirm that we are in compliance. Finally, the Executive Committee nominated a resident to serve on a Dog Park task force for the city.  

Meeting adjourned.

Minutes respectfully submitted,

Renée Lepreau

St. Anthony Park Community Council

Board of Directors

Thursday, March 13, 2008

South St. Anthony Park Recreation Center

890 Cromwell Avenue (Territorial and Cromwell)

Approved April 10, 2008

Presiding:. Ranae Hanson,

Board Members and Alternates Present: Ray Bryan, Greg Haley, Matt Hass, Jackie Lunde, Paul Mix, Roger Purdy, Gregg Richardson (recorder), Glen Skovholt, Emily Woodall.

Board Members and Alternates Absent:     Vincent Chan, Chris Donaldson, Brian Longley, Rick Macpherson, Jason Merkel, Ferd Peters, Arnold Ramler.

Staff: Amy Sparks (Executive Director), Renee Lepreau (Community Organizer).

Guests. Oliver Steinberg, Melissa Williams, Jeff Hanson, Julie Hillwich, Jeff Hich, John Siqveland, Nancy Healy, Josh Becerra, Maria Karpinski, Tom Legg, John and Deanna Seppanen, Jon Schumacher, City Councilmember Russ Stark, Suzanne Garfield, Rose Ann Forman, Linda Jungwirth, County Commissioner Janice Rettman’s office; Nina Axelson, RockTenn Community Advisory Panel (RCAP) coordinator; Jay Walljasper, Utne Reader, guest speaker for first hour.

Following Jay Walljasper’s presentation, Hanson opens the meeting at 7:57 p.m. 

Consent agenda.  

Haley moves and Bryan seconds a motion accepting the March 13 consent agenda.  Agenda includes the March 13 meeting agenda, the minutes of the February 14 Council meeting, and two resolutions:

1. The SAPCC will ask the Good Neighbor Fund for $7000 to fund planning for bike and pedestrian improvements between South St. Anthony and the University of Minnesota area including Territorial and Franklin Avenues at Hwy 280.
2. The SAPCC encourages the Update Company to pursue their plans for an Alternative Energy Business Park and supports their efforts to acquire property at Hersey and Capp Streets.

  Motion passes unanimously.

District 12 Plan prioritization actions for the City

Hanson says SAPCC needs to prioritize 10-12 initiatives proposed by the D12 plan for action by the city.  Haley says the city has summarized their responses to adopt into the St Paul Comprehensive Plan, and we should focus on initiatives where the city could provide some funding or planners.  Council members spend some meeting time reviewing and prioritizing personal top ten choices from summary list with votes to be aggregated into a single document.  Hanson suggests that similar or related initiatives that received votes be combined.

Fundraising options

Sparks presents some ideas that have been suggested for fundraising options—the home tour, a “trivia night,” automobile donations, a park event, silent auction, etc.  She points out that letters and calls are the most effective fundraisers.  She said the fundraising letter was very effective this year, and that the multiple personalized notes attached to many letters were particularly helpful.  Hass asks whether we can use “Paypal” to facilitate donations on our website?  Sparks says we are already doing so.  Our goal is to raise $6000 from our letter, and $3000 from another fundraiser.  Lunde says it makes sense to use  something that is already successful, also to tie it to a service or something people need or want.  Haley suggests something associated with the June art fair?  Lunde suggests an art auction?  Purdy suggests a donor dinner?  Sparks says we also have extra funds this year from our RockTenn Community Advisory Panel (RCAP) sponsorship.  Bryan suggests moving the home tour to spring.  Haley suggests a barbecue associated with the 4th of July celebration.  Lunde suggests a progressive business visit, with a drawing for sponsoring businesses.  Hanson asks if we would lose momentum if we don’t do the home tour every year?  Hass says a meal or dinner is also a good community-building event.  A dinner at the 4th of July?  Mix agrees with Bryan that spring is a better time for the home tour.  Mix suggests a Transitway 5K run?  Bryan moves and Haley seconds a motion that:  SAPCC will sponsor a fundraising event associated with the neighborhood 4th of July celebration in 2008.  Passes unanimously.

Interactive updates

Lepreau says there is currently a public comment period on the Environmental Impact Statement, and to the Federal Transportation Administration regarding LRT decisions.  She encourages board members to particularly send comments on the three additional proposed stops. Hanson asks whether this would be preferable to a Board resolution?  Lepreau says we already submitted that resolution, but we also want individual comments.  Also the District Council Collaborative will be voting soon on alignment through the U of M campus, and wants SAPCC to provide feedback over the next month.  Bryan says the LRT center has draft documents for the station area plans, and will be holding an open house on March 29.

Hass say the RCAP will be hearing from the Green Institute at their next public meeting on the topic of biomass fuels, with the majority of the meeting given to panel deliberation.  Then March 31 will be a very important meeting at the Wilder building on Refuse Derived Fuels (RDFs).  Nina Axelson RCAP coordinator, says they are planning a series of public district meetings, and the St Anthony Park meeting will be May 3.  This will be for public questions and feedback.

Lepreau says the Environment Committee will be holding another public meeting regarding Hampden Park renovation from noon to 2pm on Saturday, March 15, focusing on tree planning and stormwater management.

Bryan says the Land Use Committee had a presentation from Chuck McCann of Update Company.  They want to develop a “green office park” on the parcel north of the Catholic Charities house in the SSAP industrial area.  The City seems uninterested in selling them the parcel.  The Land Use Committee passed a resolution which we also passed tonight to send the city a message supporting their purchase of the site.

Woodall says Community Connections Committee again needs more members.  Please let your neighbors know.  Remember that you don’t need to be a Council member to serve on a committee.

Bryan says the Transportation Task Force did not meet this month, but they will be hiring a staff member later this month.  Also the meeting on the Grand Rounds proposal was tonight, and they planned on voting for a recommendation.

Meeting is adjourned at 9:04 pm.  

Respectfully submitted,

Gregg Richardson, Secretary

St. Anthony Park Community Council

Board of Directors

Thursday, April 10, 2008

South St. Anthony Park Recreation Center

890 Cromwell Avenue (Territorial and Cromwell)

Approved May 8, 2008

Presiding:. Ranae Hanson.,

Board Members and Alternates Present: Ray Bryan, Chris Donaldson, Greg Haley, Matt Hass, Brian Longley, Jackie Lunde, Rick Macpherson, Paul Mix, Ferd Peters, Roger Purdy, Arnold Ramler, Gregg Richardson (recorder).

Board Members and Alternates Absent:     Vincent Chan, Jason Merkel, Emily Woodall.

.

Staff: Amy Sparks (Executive Director).

Staff absent: Renee Lepreau (Community Organizer)

Guests.  Linda Jungwirth, County Commissioner Janice Rettman’s office; Carol Swanson, District Councils Collaborative;  Steve Trueman, Cingular;  John Blackstone, St. Paul Regional Water Services;  Jon Schumacher, St. Anthony Park Foundation;  Dave Healy, Park Bugle;  Oliver Steinberg, Melissa Williams, Jeff Hanson, Julie Hellwich, Jeff Hoch, John Siqveland, Nancy Healy, Josh Becerra, Maria Karpinski, Tom Legg, John Seppanen, Council delegate-elect;  Deanna Seppanen, Suzanne Garfield, Rose Ann Foreman, Linda Hodge, Pastor Fatai Jubril, Council delegate-elect;  George Zanmiller, Council alternate-elect.

Hanson opens the meeting at 7:05 p.m.  Items no. 2 and 3 are removed from the consent agenda.

Consent agenda.  

Purdy moves and Haley seconds a motion accepting the April consent agenda.  Agenda includes the April 10 meeting agenda, and a resolution from the Environment Committee:  The SAPCC will pursue St. Paul Foundation Green Village Funding and make it a council-wide initiative.

Motion passes unanimously.

Light Rail U of M alignment

Carol Swanson of the District Councils Collaborative reports that the DCC was created two years ago from St. Paul and Minneapolis neighborhoods to work on the Central Corridor right-if-way development.  University United is the sponsor of the DCC, with one representative from each participating neighborhood organization.  The Central Corridor Management Committee of the Metro Council passed a resolution that the DCC will endorse, asking the governor and legislature to restore funding for the project, and DCC is asking all member organizations to pass similar resolutions.  DCC will add language to identify transit-dependent communities, especially lower income, and regional economic development.  For this project to get federal funds, it needs local matching funds by late August or early September.

Questions:  Bryan says the U of M has released a study comparing the cost of alternative bridge solutions.  Glenn Skovholt asks why didn’t the committee pass a resolution that the three Pawlenty appointees on the CCMC could support?  Macpherson says the rest of the committee wouldn’t add Governor Pawlenty’s language about other bonding projects.  Richardson asks whether SAPCC should wait for the DCC to add its additional language before we pass our own  resolution?  Longley points out that we won’t meet again for four weeks.  Longley moves and Peters seconds a motion:  SAPCC calls on the Governor and the Minnesota Legislature not to adjourn from the 2008 session without an appropriation of at least $70 million for the Central Corridor.  Skovholt says he would like to see this adopted, but doesn’t want to drive a wedge between the Democrats and Republicans.  Peters says since the Governor did ask for this money in his bonding request, did he explain why he vetoed it?  He believes it will still be passed later.  Macpherson says the Governor had a target figure for the bonding bill, and there will be more horse-trading, but we need to pass this resolution to voice our support.  Resolution passes unanimously.

Carol Swanson says the U of M invited community members to discuss the northern alignment.  The U of M may even request delaying the project, based on the results of this study.  Met Council is forecasting ridership, travel time, and CEI.  They have presented an alternative proposal to the neighborhood, and feel quite positive.  They are also studying U of M bus connections.  U of M is not receptive to buses on the transit mall.  They will meet with neighborhoods affected by closing the transit mall to traffic.  Minneapolis is very interested in seeing the proposed Granary Road constructed.  DCC knows that SAPCC has concerns about that potentially linking to St. Paul.

Questions:  Lunde asks whether there is really time to change the alignment before submitting this to the federal government?  Swanson says that Met Council believes there needs to be a one-year delay.  U of M says if the Met Council made it a priority, it could happen this year.  Bryan asks whether there are any cost projections for the Dinkytown route?  Swanson says no, not yet.

March 13 minutes

Bryan points out minor corrections in the March 13 minutes.  Bryan moves and Hass seconds a motion to accept the March 13 minutes with noted corrections.  Passes unanimously.

Cell antennae on Cleveland and Dudley water tower

Lepreau notes that the Land Use Committee did approve the 3b resolution pulled off the consent agenda unanimously, and urges brevity on the discussion.  Purdy notes that the approval was given on the condition that Council would see a draft of the landscaping design.  Steve Trueman of Cingular, and John Blackstone of St. Paul Regional Water Services present diagrams of proposed landscaping.  Sparks asks whether neighbors were notified?  Land Use Committee says no.  Peters moves and Mix seconds the motion:  The SAPCC recommends that AT&T be allowed to place their cell antennae on the Cleveland and Dudley water tower, pending final approval of landscaping to be added.  Passes unanimously. 

Confirming election results

Sparks announces that Brian Longley, Roger Purdy and John Seppanen were elected delegates from NSAP, with Gary Carlson as alternate.  Matt Carlson and Jason Merkel were elected as SSAP delegates, with Paul Mix and George Zanmiller as alternates.  There were a total of 58 voters in SSAP, and 35 in NSAP.  Peters moves and Purdy seconds a motion:  SAPCC ratifies the results of the 2008 SAPCC election.  Passes unanimously.

Bryan moves and Hass seconds a motion to accept the proposed slate of five business delegates.  Passes unanimously.

Sparks will be arranging some Board training.  Peters asks whether there will be mentoring available again for new Board members?  Hanson says they will be assigned when Board breaks to caucus.

Stop sign at Knapp St and Knapp Place

Purdy says a City employee proposed a stop sign at this location, and some neighbors spoke against it, since there had been no accidents or traffic problems and the City employee had no other rationale  Land Use believed it would be create more noise, confuse school crossing guards and burn unnecessary gas.  Purdy moves, and Longley seconds the motion:  The SAPCC recommends that the City of St. Paul not install the proposed stop signs at Knapp Street and Knapp Place.  Discussion:  Longley says he believes the sign could actually cause accidents.  Motion passes unanimously.

RockTenn Community Advisory Panel report

Hass reviews the mission of RCAP for new Council members.  He says there is a document of RCAP consensus statements through December, which is currently being revised.  Staff person Nina Axelson developed the Q & A tracker with questions from the panel and community members.  Sparks notes that it is available online.  Hass notes all RCAP documents are public and are available at rtadvisory.org.  Upcoming meetings will be on the first and third Mondays of the month at the Wilder Foundation building at University and Lexington.  The Green Institute is currently studying the availability of biofuels such as corn stover and switchgrass.  The final report on biofuels will appear in May;  there is not a lot of existing infrastructure to support biofuels.  A March 31 presentation on Refuse-Derived Fuels (RDFs) had a good turnout.  Each individual attender from the public was given a number to talk to one panel member, then panelists asked questions based on that feedback.  A representative of Ramsey County wasn’t willing to answer all questions on RDFs.  Most panelists probably want to eliminate RDFs from consideration, and the Port Authority says they’re not interested either.  The next presentation concerned anaerobic digestion to produce methane.  The plant would be cheaper to build than a biomass incinerator, but there is not nearly the amount of feedstock needed available in Minnesota, and much would need to come from out of state.  The plant would need to be built out of the metro area, near and ethanol plant.  RCAP is currently planning upcoming neighborhood discussions.  SAP discussion will be May 3.  Axelson urges all SAPCC members to come, as well as to come from those for other neighborhoods.

Questions:  George Zanmiller asks whether RCAP discussed the cost of transporting biomass for an anaerobic digestion plant?  Hass says yes, the thinking in the industry is, because you get a net carbon gain, its okay, but they don’t count harvesting, transportation, etc.  Purdy asks whether one of those fuels stands out to the panel as the beat choice?  Hass says right now the baseline is natural gas—it’s clean, with not many emissions concerns.  We’ll see what the Green Institute Study says.  Richardson asks whether the fuel choices may be flexible depending on what’s most economically available?  Hass says a biomass incinerator could be flexible.  Bryan asks about the amount of biomass that would need to be trucked in?  Hass says a lot.  The Port Authority is looking for the RCAP recommendations by June, and City Council approval by October.

Quarterly financial report

Peters hands out the report, and says there are $28,000 in cash reserves, with total reserves amounting to $57,000.  Our assets are mostly in real estate, which is better than having them in the stock market.  Sparks reminds Board that most of our income comes from reimbursements after expenditures, so we are running a little behind, but we’re also a little behind on expenses, so there is no current significant difference.  Haley moves and Bryan seconds a motion:  SAPCC approves the 2008 first quarter budget report.  Passes unanimously.

Updates

Executive Director.  Sparks passes out a written community organizer report from Lepreau, who is absent.  Sparks reports that the District 12 Plan has been reviewed by the Planning Commission, and will go to a public meeting.  There will be a May 16 crime meeting for University Avenue businesses.  She is also organizing a transportation meeting on the Minneapolis Grand Rounds issue with state representative Alice Hauseman, city council member Russ Stark, Sherm Eagles and Karlyn Eckman.

Executive Committee.  Bryan says that EC passed a resolution on the Neighborhood Revitalization Program.  Also passed a resolution asking each SAPCC delegation to appoint one member to the fundraising task force.  Also passed a resolution from the Environment Committee on the Green Village program grant request.  Sparks says the Community Foundation and Park Bank are giving us $5000 for this, and we’ll work with SECIA and this may help us to get funds from the St Paul Foundation.  Hansen notes that this follows the new D12 plan.

Land Use Committee.  Lunde says she saw a presentation on how LRT and traffic will be configured.  At least 600 of 1100 parking spaces on University Avenue will be lost, and possibly only 160 spaces could be left.  Purdy says that “hide and ride” will be our issue to deal with.  Bryan says the city does not have plans, nor does Met Council , but they hope that developers will step forward with parking solutions.  Lunde says they are also looking at businesses sharing parking.  Skovholt says the lack of parking was the biggest mistake on the Hiawatha line.  Lunde says it doesn’t look like St. Paul has learned anything.

Community Connections Committee.  Longley says the committee is still trying to reach out to renters.  They are also working on the Backyard Talks, and on biking issues.  It is still a small committee.

Environment Committee.  Hansen says they now have a large active committee.  EnvC is now working on a project to adopt new trees in College Park.  The Kasota Ponds cleanup is in April.  Purdy asks about the Hampden Park project?  Richardson says Dr. Gary Johnson, an urban forestry professor at the U of M has a graduate class assessing the condition of the trees in the park.  Committee is also moving forward on planning several raingardens.  Hass says a recent presentation from the Capital Region Watershed District seemed to reassure some neighbors who were skeptical about raingardens.

Hansen thanks Rick Macpherson, who is leaving Council as his current term ends.  Applause for Macpherson.

Meeting is adjourned at 8:47 pm.   (Peters moves, Lunde seconds)

Respectfully submitted,

Gregg Richardson, Secretary

St. Anthony Park Community Council

Board of Directors

Thursday, June 12, 2008

South St. Anthony Park Recreation Center

890 Cromwell Avenue (Territorial and Cromwell)

Approved July 10, 2008

Presiding:. Ranae Hanson.

Board Members and Alternates Present: Ray Bryan, Gary Carlson, Chris Donaldson, Greg Haley, Matt Hass, Linda Hodge, Brian Longley, Roger Purdy, Arnold Ramler, Gregg Richardson (recorder), John Seppanen, George Zanmiller.

Board Members and Alternates Absent:    Fatai Jubril, Jackie Lunde, Jason Merkel, Paul Mix, Ferd Peters.

.

Staff: Amy Sparks (Executive Director).

Guests.  Steve McCormick, Melissa Williams, Nina Axelson (RockTenn Community Advisory Panel).

Hanson opens the meeting at 7:00 p.m.  

Consent Agenda passes unanimously (Donaldson moves, Longley seconds).  Consent agenda includes the minutes of May 8, 2008, the June 12 meeting agenda and four resolutions.

(Omitting “whereas” clauses):  THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the District Councils Collaborative of Saint Paul and Minneapolis calls upon the Metropolitan Council’s Central Corridor Light Rail Transit Project to include at least one representative from each neighborhood within 1/4 mile of an LRT station on

any committee charged with:

· designing and overseeing the Public Art community engagement process;

· preparing the public artist Request for Qualifications or Request for Proposals;

· reviewing and/or scree

From the Land Use Committee:

The SAPCC recommends ATT plant two additional trees on the North Side of the Cleveland water tower. 
The SAPCC endorses the DCC Public Art Resolution.  

From the Executive Committee:

SAPCC requests that there be no decrease in on-duty or privately hired off-duty Police protection in the St. Anthony Park neighborhood during the state fair and RNC. Maintaining protection, including having off-duty officers who normally provide security available is essential especially given the large impact of the state fair on the neighborhood.  

Further, we would like to convey our concerns about the increase in traffic the RNC visitors will bring.  Transportation is already problematic during the state fair and will be further aggravated by the added traffic the RNC visitors, most of whom will be staying in Minneapolis hotels and traveling to St. Paul daily for the Convention.  We would like the City to inform us about the plans being put in place to address the additional traffic.

Dog Park Task Force  

Steve McCormick, neighborhood representative on the St. Paul Parks Department Dog Park Task Force, says the last task force meeting is scheduled for June 24.  They are looking at two types of parks—one large 5-6 acre park, and another small fenced facility for smaller dogs.  He defines dog parks as “parks for people with dogs.”  He invites SAP community feedback, and any way to identify areas in the community for potential parks.  There is a current “unsanctioned” weekly dog park in College Park.  

Questions:  Seppanen asks when they will make their decision?  McCormick says they will look at specifications and vote on June 24.  Purdy asks whether the Park Board is providing any funding?  McCormick says some, and the mayor supports it.  Hass asks whether the task force is looking in city parks, or in non-park space?  McCormick says it could be either or both.

RockTenn Community Advisory Panel presentation

Nina Axelson, staff person for RCAP, introduces Hass’ role on the panel.  SAPCC has a history with RockTenn, with a good neighbor agreement predating this project.  RCAP is meeting every two weeks for about three hours each time, poring through 100 page documents, and she thanks Hass for his work on behalf of the SAPCC.

Hass describes RockTenn’s search for a new fuel source.  There are currently 468 employees, 176 of whom live in Ramsey County, and 83 in St. Paul.  The Minnesota legislature allocated $4 million for this study, overseen by the St Paul Port Authority.  RCAP and District Councils 11-14 are authorized to make recommendations to the City Council, before their vote this fall.  RCAP is  studying costs, availability and emissions of various fuel sources.  Also examining community impacts, such as traffic, noise, odors, etc.  Delivery of some fuel sources would substantially increase truck and/or rail delivery to the site.  Also looking at plants that cogenerate heat and power, and ways to conserve energy.  Energy sources under consideration include solar, wind, and combustion of energy crops such as switchgrass, and biomass residues, including agricultural and forestry waste, and refuse-derived fuel (RDFs), made of processed municipal waste.  Solar and wind power are not feasible for their primary needs, only for electricity generation.  Combustion methods can include conventional combustion, advanced thermal combustion, and anaerobic digestion.  Anaerobic digestion is not feasible on-site, so would have to be piped in from off-site, from plants normally associated with ethanol production.  Conventional combustion could include oil or wood.  Advanced combustion could include gasification, pyrolysis and plasma, but only gasification is considered feasible here.  The facility would probably go online by 2011.  Study should be complete this summer, the Port Authority recommendations would follow, the District Councils would complete their review, and the City Council would then review these recommendations this fall.  If a facility proposal is approved, the environmental review would begin by the end of the year. 

Questions:  Purdy asks whether this study assumes that we want RockTenn to stay?  Hass says yes, although they are also looking at other contingencies if RockTenn were to leave.  Purdy asks what form the RCAP recommendations will take?  A specific fuel?  Hass says they are working on a scenario grid, including scenarios with combinations of fuels.  They could conclude that none of these work.  The study could end or continue.  Axelson says the report will be an executive summary with many attached technical memos.  The Port Authority is required to make a recommendation, and the City Council is required to solicit feedback from the District Councils.  Zanmiller asks other than the $10 million in income, what are the other advantages to the city of this project?  Bryan says Ramsey County gets tax revenue from RockTenn.  Hanson asks when we decide?  Axelson says the timeline is changing—August would be the earliest.  Hanson says we need to think as a Council about how much time we need for consideration and discussion.  Zanmiller reiterates that he would like to see solid numbers on the balance of benefits vs. cost outlays.

Dog Park discussion, continued from first agenda item

Haley asks whether there is any city land available in our district for a dog park?  Seppanen says dog parks are a part of daily life in New York City—it’s a great social place for residents as well as dogs, helping to build community.  Lepreau says the task force may have College Park in mind.  Bryan says the city owns land just north of the Catholic charities facility.  Haley asks if we could get a map of city-owned land?  Zanmiller says we need a more specific proposal to discuss.  Donaldson says he would have problems voting for a dog park, since we already have a lot of public space.  Haley says this needs to go to committee first, to come back with land-use maps, etc.  Hanson refers it to Land Use Committee.

Proposed city chicken policy

Lepreau say that Environment Committee and Land Use Committee each considered the city’s draft chicken policy, and responded with opposite resolutions, EC believing it too restrictive, and LU, not restrictive enough, although LU resolution was a tie, which the chair abstained from breaking. It was originally drafted in response to problems with cockfighting and large numbers of chickens.  Hanson asks for the gist of the LU discussion?  Bryan says the noise of roosters was discussed, but the committee didn’t have enough information on chickens to make a comment.  Hass says EC committee had a Hamline-Midway chicken owner present for their discussion.  She said four chickens don’t provide enough eggs for her family.  Committee also questioned why chickens couldn’t be kept inside, why owners were prohibited from selling eggs, since some are already doing so?  Longley asks why this issue is coming up now?  Is it an ethnic practice, or out of economic necessity?  Richardson says there is a growing interest in city chickens, and some of the proposed restrictions didn’t make sense, such as requiring coops to be 20 feet from a property line, which is not even possible on a 40 foot wide lot, and the 20 foot setback would do nothing to reduce noise anyway.  Ramler says from his farm background, chickens attract vermin such as rats, which is undesirable in the city.

Purdy moves and Seppanen seconds a motion:  SAPCC approves the city’s draft chicken policy as drafted.  Motion fails, with 4 in favor, 7 opposed, and 1 abstaining.  Zanmiller moves that the issue be returned to Environment Committee for further study.  There is no second.  Richardson moves, and Longley seconds the motion from the Environment Committee:  SAPCC is supportive in general of the draft chicken policy, but believes that clauses B, C, E, G and J are overly restrictive.  Motion fails with 4 in favor, 8 opposed.  Zanmiller moves, and Ramler seconds the motion from the Land Use Committee:  SAPCC believes the draft chicken policy is not restrictive enough.  Motion fails with 2 in favor, 7 opposed and 3 abstaining.  Hanson refers the policy back to the committees.

Updates

Fundraising Committee.  Sparks says the committee will meet June 26th.  There were only three volunteers for a 4th of July event, so we will not do it, but work on another later event.

Good Neighbor Fund.  Sparks says we will probably get both grants we applied for.

Grand Rounds.  Lepreau says there are three public hearings on the Minneapolis Grand Rounds Parkway, which is proposed to run near the Kasota ponds.  Karlyn Eckman and Ray Bryan are going to the hearings to voice our concerns for SAPCC.

Green Neighborhood.  Thirty-one attended the second Backyard Talk.

LRT.  Bryan says that the LRT will go through the campus route.  The U of M dropped their objections.

District 12 Plan.  Haley went to the city Planning meeting looking at our District 12 plan.  There was discussion of how to approve the District Plan for things not already in the City Plan.

Meeting is adjourned at 9:05 pm.   (Haley moves, Purdy seconds)

Respectfully submitted,

Gregg Richardson, Secretary

St. Anthony Park Community Council

Board of Directors

Thursday, July 10, 2008

South St. Anthony Park Recreation Center

890 Cromwell Avenue (Territorial and Cromwell)

Minutes (approved August 14, 2008)

Presiding:  Ranae Hanson.

Board Members and Alternates Present: Ray Bryan, Gary Carlson, Chris Donaldson, Matt Hass, Linda Hodge, Brian Longley, Jason Merkel, Paul Mix, Ferd Peters, Roger Purdy, Arnold Ramler, Gregg Richardson (recorder), John Seppanen, George Zanmiller.

Board Members and Alternates Absent:    Greg Haley, Fatai Jubril, Jackie Lunde.

.

Staff: Amy Sparks (Executive Director).

Guests.  Linda Jungwirth County Commissioner Janice Rettman’s office;  Renee Bergeron;  Adam Granger.

Hanson opens the meeting at 7:05p.m.  

Item 3b from Land Use Committee, and item on D12 Plan changes are pulled off the Consent Agenda.  Consent Agenda passes unanimously (Bryan moves, Hass seconds).  Consent agenda includes the minutes of June 12, 2008, the July 10 meeting agenda and one resolution from Land Use Committee:  SAPCC recommends approval of the Como 2030 Plan.
Alley vacation at Blake and Raymond

Purdy says that LU heard the request for vacation of the alley, but the homeowners were not there.  Homeowner Adam Granger says the plat does not give a true picture of the situation, and he distributes photos to the Board.  They want the abandoned alley to build a fence.  LU felt that a bike route could potentially go there, but the viability ends at Raymond.  In their proposal they would get ten feet, and the railroad would get ten feet.

Questions:  Purdy says he supports the idea of the committee’s position, but he’s examined the site, and in this case the green space and a bike route would just not be feasible.  Bryan moves, and Mix seconds the motion:  “SAPCC supports the alley vacation at 2202 Blake.”  Discussion:  Lepreau suggests that one alternative would be to vacate half of the alley.  The petitioner could also get an encroachment permit to build on city land.  Mix remarks that we should allow this in the interest of protecting the value of the property due to close proximity to the path.  LU member Mark Nelson’s written comment on the back of the city notice does not support the permit, due to setting precedents for future situations.  Zanmiller says a consensus might be to cut the railroad out of the deal, but we don’t want to get into that.  Lepreau asks guest Renee Bergeron about the ½ vacation?  Bergeron wouldn’t have a problem with that, if they had even ten feet.  Bryan proposes an amendment to the motion to include half the alley.  The motion now reads:  SAPCC supports the alley vacation at 2202 Blake.  We would further recommend that the city only vacate half of the alley adjacent to 2202 Blake, unless splitting the property would be overly burdensome.  Donaldson says he believes we’re on a slippery slope, we are letting someone build an encroachment easement on land nobody knows the ownership of.  Lepreau says the city has an easement for the land, and the only uncertainty is how the land would be allocated.  Merkel asks if it would have to go to the railroad?  Lepreau says, it would be based on the original drawings.  Zannmiller says he doesn’t believe our role is to determine whether the action is legally viable, we’re just recommending city action.  Granger says they’re concerned because the city said that they had never overturned a council resolution on a property vacation.  Purdy says when you see this property, there is no other feasible use for this land.  Motion passes, with one opposed, and no abstentions.                                                        

CHORE Service

Carole Livingston says that CHORE started in 1987, arising from the block nurse program.  The main funder is now the Metropolitan  Area Agency on Aging.  It is one of two sources that utilize youth for snow removal, lawn work, gutter and window cleaning, and fall community cleanups.   They also do followup surveys.  They get discretionary funding from the city, and currently serve ten St. Paul districts, and are currently discussing merging with the Mac/Groveland job program.  They currently have a contract to serve 365 seniors, but the actual numbers are low.  They are discussing forming a community advisory committee, but have only one volunteer from 10 districts so far.

Discussion:  Zanmiller asks what CHORE needs from us?  Livingston says names of seniors, for one thing.  Hansen asks what are senior needs?  Livingston says they determine their own needs if they’re over 60.  Zanmiller says this is as important for youth as it is for seniors, it builds community connections.  Richardson asks for clarification on the issue of being prohibited from removing  past clients from the database—could the MAAA waive this requirement?  Hass asks about efforts to prioritize needs?  Livingston says the seniors and youth issues go hand in hand—they need both to expand.  Hodge asks how people learn about the program?  Livingston says from news articles, flyers, and her visits to District councils.  Hodge says we need to make a push to increase awareness.  Livingston says the numbers are arbitrary, we really don’t know how many potential seniors there really are who need this service.  Seppanen asks what is the volunteer time commitment?  Livingston says however much they want, and the service has used Sentenced to Serve groups at times.  Hansen asks why someone at age 61 would sign up?  They have to pay, they must be unable to work and not know anybody to help.  If we’re trying to increase numbers, we could identify adults and youth already doing volunteer tasks and sign them up with CHORE to better reflect actual numbers.  It’s important that the city know that we’re a small neighborhood serving half the city.  Guest Linda Jungwirth says many of those neighborhoods are lower income with people who stay in their homes longer.  Bryan asks whether doing research on number of elderly could help determine potential number of clients.  Richardson says we’re in the eighth year after a decennial census, so those numbers are quite out of date.  Census breaks down age by census tract, but he doesn’t believe it indicates how many own their own homes, especially not at that level. A custom SAS program may be able to extract that data.  Hansen says we need an advisory board—how do we do this?  Longley asks whether Community Connections Committee could serve as an advisory group?  Hansen asks the committee to consider the options.

IRS form 990

Peters walks the Board through this form being filed.  The tax exempt report is filed each year with the state Attorney General, and the IRS.  Goes in a national database searchable by the public.  He notes that our ownership of the community gardens makes us appear wealthy under assets on the balance sheet.  He notes also that we have extremely low costs of fundraising, and that most of our income goes directly to programs.  Donaldson moves and Bryan seconds a motion:  SAPCC accepts the Annual Report for the Attorney General along with the 2007 form 990 and authorizes an officer of the Board to sign the 2007 form 990.  Motion passes unanimously.

RockTenn update

Hass says the RCAP has met twice.  The panel asked for public health experts to testify for consequences of different fuel scenarios.  Barr Engineering did an analysis of health risk drivers, and chemicals we should examine.  The scenarios are compared to the current fuel oil and natural gas baseline.  RDFs, woody biomass and anaerobic digestion are all currently being considered, but anaerobic digestion has not been studied enough yet—not a lot of detail yet available.  Also looking at economics of various fuels.  Is renewable fuel feasible?  Current proposals show no significant statistical difference in current estimated costs of various fuels.  RockTenn’s president of operations said he thinks that none of the current alternatives look financially attractive to them at the moment.

Questions and discussion:  Purdy asks to confirm that all the fuel scenarios are economically equal?  Hass says yes, they are working on a scenario grid for various fuel combinations.  The current timeline schedules public meetings in August and September.  Port Authority will then revise recommendation based on public input, and go to the City Council in October.  SAPCC Environment Committee will review the draft recommendations for us.  Mix asks if none of the fuels look economically feasible, why is this process continuing?  Did RockTenn already know that?  Hass says many are asking why RockTenn didn’t do more preparation earlier.  They put $20 million into the steam pipeline, and they wanted some kind of bailout.  Mix asks if there is no money from the government?  Richardson says there is a deal on government bond rates on loans.  Bryan says they knew that their alternative was fuel oil, which was the worst possible fuel—why wasn’t Neighbors Against the Burner opposed to that?  Richardson says it was clear from the public health testimony that despite our assumptions about health studies, there is really no hard epidemiological data one way or the other on health risks of many of these emissions.  Hass notes that RockTenn is also not bound to whatever recommendation comes forth.

Good Neighbor Fund taskforce

Sparks hands out information on a proposed taskforce to oversee the implementation of the U of M Good Neighbor grant.  The grant will be jointly administered by SAPCC and the Prospect Park Improvement Association (PPERRIA) to improve pedestrian and bicycle connectivity and traffic calming over Highway 280 and adjacent neighborhoods.  The taskforce will report to the SAPCC Environment Committee.  Current members include Brian Longley, Steve Mastey, John Siqveland, Brian Saame, Brad Schwie, Tucker MacNeill, Wade Johnson and John Lucas.  Purdy moves and Merkel seconds a motion:  SAPCC approves the formation of the Good Neighbor Grant taskforce.  Discussion:  Hass asks what is the neighborhood breakdown of the task force?  Lepreau says there are no PPERRIA volunteers yet.  Motion passes unanimously.

Updates

Merkel announces he is moving out of the neighborhood and so will be resigning from the board.  It is noted that since he will continue to work in the neighborhood, he may return as a business delegate.  Will be further considered.

Hansen reviews the upcoming Board education sessions through November.

Lepreau says the first neighborhood environmental movie night was a success.  The movie was The History of the Land, produced by John Whitehead, a neighborhood resident, and husband of former Board member Suzanne Garfield.

Bryan updates the Board on the Grand Rounds issue.  He says representatives of the Minneapolis Park Board were willing to talk to our representatives, to potentially make changes in plans—do they need to meet with the Board?  Zanmiller asks if they weren’t a little cavalier?  Bryan says they have met some of our concerns.

Meeting is adjourned at 9:03 pm.   

Respectfully submitted,

Gregg Richardson, Secretary

St. Anthony Park Community Council

Board of Directors

Thursday, August 14, 2008

South St. Anthony Park Recreation Center

890 Cromwell Avenue (Territorial and Cromwell)

Draft Minutes (approved . . ., 2008)

Presiding:  Ranae Hanson.

Board Members and Alternates Present: Ray Bryan, Chris Donaldson, Greg Haley, Matt Hass, Jackie Lunde, Ferd Peters, Roger Purdy, Gregg Richardson (recorder), John Seppanen, George Zanmiller.

Board Members and Alternates Absent:    Gary Carlson, Linda Hodge, Brian Longley, Fatai Jubril, Paul Mix, Arnold Ramler.

Staff: Renee Lepreau (Community Organizer).

Guests.  Erin Dady, Director of Convention Planning, City of St Paul;  Merrit Clapp-Smith, St Paul, Planning and Economic Development.

Hanson opens the meeting at 7:05p.m.  

Consent Agenda passes unanimously (Haley moves, Hass seconds).  Consent agenda includes the minutes of July 10, 2008, the August 14 meeting agenda, and two resolutions from the Environment Committee:
1. The St. Anthony Park Community Council is in favor of writing to Russ Stark, St Paul Smart Trips, the Bicycle Advisory Committee, and other interested parties regarding the annual maintenance issues of the University Transitway.  SAPCC would like the University to address winter maintenance to permit bicycle and pedestrian use.  

2. Be it resolved that the SAPCC submit a letter of interest to MWMO for a planning grant for Hampden Park.  

Consent agenda passes unanimously.

Republican National Convention

Erin Dady, Director of Convention Planning for the Mayor’s office, says the RNC will be the largest event ever in St Paul, September 1-4, with 45,000 visitors, 15,000 media and an unknown number of demonstrators.  The host committee has 10,000 volunteers.  The Department of Homeland Security has designated it a national security event, with the Secret Service as the lead agency.  No vehicles or bikes will be allowed for two blocks around the Xcel Center, with 15 parking lots and ramps closed.  SPPD will patrol at normal levels in the neighborhoods.  There will be several legacies from funding—“green gatherings,” signage and beautification.  Most events are evening, so not much impact on morning traffic, and most personnel will be carried in 350 charter buses.  Questions:  Zanmiller asks will highways be shut down for presidential motorcades?  Only briefly.  Bryan asks about security at major hotels?  And now do we correct the media that we’re St Paul, not Minneapolis?  Dady says call them and tell them.  Seppanen asks how structured are other events?  Dady says city is involved in some, but not all, only events open to the public.  Hass asks if there are direct financial benefits for the city?  Dady says they received $50 million in federal money, but with very strict guidelines.  Will invest in some permanent police equipment.  Bryan asks about ambulance access to Children’s Hospital?  Dady says they have been working with downtown hospitals.  Lepreau asks where city staff time is coming from?  Dady says some is being reimbursed through the grant, SPPD and Public Works at 100%, but her time at 70%.  Bryan asks if this is why the budget is being balanced a year early?  No.  Hanson asks about availability of off-duty police officers to provide private security?  Dady says that SPPD is working with Park Midway bank to hire private security.  She says the Twin Cities have hosted bigger events, what’s different here is the media presence and security.  Lunde questions 150 buses shuttling 45,000 people?  Lepreau asks if these are all MTA buses?  Dady says they are increasing their inventory for the event.

RockTenn contract

Purdy moves and Zanmiller seconds a motion to approve a resolution from the Environment Committee:  SAPCC is in favor of extending the contract with the St. Paul Port Authority for community outreach.  This is an extension of Nina Axelson’s contract with the RockTenn Community Advisory Panel.  Motion passes unanimously.

RockTenn Community Advisory Panel report

Hass says the St Paul Port Authority made a recommendation on August 4th.  They ranked three preferences:  1)Anaerobic biogas.  While there are not specific contracts for feedstock for anaerobic digestion, they feel enough is available for an outstate plant.  They are working on subsidies for the transportation costs.  Using offsets would create tradeable carbon credits, which would make RTenn’s use of natural gas affordable.  RTenn’s response is favorable.  They’re interested in playing the market on natural gas, rather than a locked in rate. 2)SPPA would in addition build a  co-generation turbine on the site that could sell steam at a lower rate.  Bryan asks whether this creates higher emissions?  Hass says no.  Bryan says it does acidify ponds.  3)  A biomass burner burning woody and agricultural by-products.  This requires much more truck traffic and increases particulate matter.

Those attending were very positive about these recommendations, including Neighbors Against the Burner.  RTenn is not bound to the recommendations, but the first option would require them to stay 10 years. Bryan asks whether they will still be an interruptible gas customer?  Hass says yes.  Bryan says, so they will still be able to burn fuel oil #6 if their gas is interrupted.  Hass says the last RCAP meeting will be August 18th.  RCAP will give its feedback, followed by public meetings, then SAPCC as a board will make recommendations, probably in October, perhaps November.  Purdy asks whether RCAP will recommend one of these three options?  Hass says he doesn’t know what they will do.  Purdy asks whether they can approve the co-generation, but not the woody biomass?  Hass says, presumably.  Hanson points out that SAPCC has played a very important role in the public side of this process.  

District 12 Plan Summary

Haley says the D12 plan was sent to the city in the fall of 2005, and the city’s review has taken quite some time.  They deleted items that did not refer directly to them, then city departments reviewed the plan.  They were bothered by SAPCC’s recommendation to redevelop the industrial area to the east, since this is some of the last remaining industrial area in St. Paul.  They don’t approve of our plans to turn any of it into housing.  SAPCC also opposed the Pierce-Butler extension  and proposed a bypass at Cretin-Vandalia to connect across the tracks to the east side of the St. Paul Campus.  The city decided to delete the transportation references until the northwest quadrant transportation study was done.  Merrit Clapp-Smith says she had originally included them, but moved them to bulleted items in the note about the transportation study.  Lepreau says SAPCC Land Use Committee was opposed to that.  Haley asks what we can do at this point?  Clapp-Smith says the Neighborhood Committee will make recommendations to the Planning Commission, they will then discuss and make recommendations to City Council, who may decide to hold public hearings or not.  They then decide on changes and adopt the final document.  Haley says our two issues are the land use plan and the transportation study.  The backbone of our plan is the redevelopment of SSAP.  Purdy notes that our opposition to the Pierce-Butler route has been reworded, moved, and is less important.  Zanmiller suggests a resolution to pull the P-B route out of the transportation study.  Haley says the city wouldn’t do that.  Purdy moves and Bryan seconds a resolution:  “SAPCC opposes the proposed wording starting with “Note” on page 8, to the heading “Highway 280” on the top of page 9, and desire the re-establishment of the crossed out items.”

Discussion:  Bryan says there has been no support for the transportation study from the city.  This study should not be connected with our plan.  Clapp-Smith says she doesn’t know if this will get us anywhere.  She proposed that they be re-grouped and re-worded so they’re all together.  Haley says the transportation study is part of our plan.  Zanmiller asks whether there is anything we can do to make a stronger statement on P-B?  Hanson asks whether the city will think we’re just rejecting their compromise?  Clapp-Smith says she doesn’t think so;  the problem with the bulleted items is that the city hasn’t made a decision on them.  Haley says the language on P-B has been watered down in each draft.  He would like to reinstate the interim language.  Zanmiller says we could propose to remove P-B entirely from consideration in the study.  Hanson asks how we can ask the city to decide what they haven’t decided?  She also prefers the interim language.  Hass says that if this is the city’s transportation study, this is one layer in the P-B plan.  Lunde suggests changing the language to say “study the negative impacts of P-B extension.”  Haley proposes a friendly amendment to the motion, and Purdy and Bryan accept.  The motion now reads:  SAPCC opposes the proposed wording starting with “Note” on page 8, to the heading “Highway 280” on the top of page 9, and desire the re-establishment of the crossed out items.    To each item will be added the words:  “This issue will be fully explored in the Northwest Quadrant Transportation Study.”  Hanson says that if the P-B language remains in the plan it cannot be listed as our request, because it isn’t.  Purdy says that if that study never happens, all our statements are nowhere, and a lot can happen in the meantime.  Clapp-Smith says SAPCC should write a letter outlining our position.  Peters says, when we say we’re opposed to the P-B route, do we know what they’re doing?  Lepreau says Sherm Eagles believes that to be successful in our opposition, we need to present a viable alternative.  Frogtown and Prospect Park want the connection.  Bryan says we’ve wanted a bridge between Transfer and Snelling.  If they’re connecting with the Grand Rounds, they should look at this.  Hanson says we should delegate this to a committee.  Clapp-Smith says the next Planning Commission meeting is the second Wednesday in September, and SAPCC could also request a hearing at the City Council.  

The motion passes unanimously.

Clapp-Smith says the maintenance of steps between Keston and Doswell has been made its own strategy.

Haley moves and Peters seconds a motion:  SAPCC requests that the stricter language in Land Use strategy no. 1 on page 2 be reinstated.  Motion passes unanimously.

Quarterly financial reports

Peters hands out copies of the quarterly financial reports.  We’re a little under budget on income due to SAP Community Foundation and RockTenn money not coming in yet.  After expenses, we’re off just a little.  Assets vs. liabilities are very healthy.

Meeting is adjourned at 8:58 pm.   

Respectfully submitted,

Gregg Richardson, Secretary

St. Anthony Park Community Council

Board of Directors

Thursday, October 9, 2008

South St. Anthony Park Recreation Center

890 Cromwell Avenue (Territorial and Cromwell)

Minutes approved October 9, 2009

Presiding:  Ranae Hanson.

Board Members and Alternates Present: Ray Bryan, Gary Carlson, Chris Donaldson, Greg Haley, Matt Hass, Brian Longley, Jackie Lunde, Ferd Peters, Roger Purdy, Gregg Richardson (recorder), Jon Seppanen, George Zanmiller.

Board Members and Alternates Absent:    Linda Hodge, Paul Mix, Arnold Ramler.

Staff: Amy Sparks, Executive Director;  Renee Lepreau, Community Organizer.

Guests.  Peter Hansen, Gremlin Theater;  Joe Spencer, Mayor Coleman’s office;  Linda Jungwirth, County Commissioner Janice Rettman’s office;  Chris Mitchell, Institute for Local Self-Reliance.

Hanson opens the meeting at 7:05p.m.  

Consent Agenda passes unanimously (Haley moves, Zanmiller seconds).  Consent agenda includes the October 9 meeting agenda, and five resolutions:

The SAPCC requests that the Saint Paul Comprehensive Plan be changed to incorporate consideration of the District 12 Land Use proposal for South St. Anthony Park in the West Midway study mission.  

The SAPCC requests that there be a community advisory committee, with D12 representation, to the West Midway study.  The Comp Plan should reflect that in writing. 

The Chittenden and Eastman building has been an artistic center for the neighborhood for several decade. The SAPCC strongly supports the exploration of all options to maintain the building as an artistic community. 

The SAPCC will apply for a Minnesota Conservation Corps Crew for the Kasota Ponds and possibly other areas in the district.

SAPCC thanks Rock-Tenn, RCAP, and the Port Authority for supporting the public process and commends Rock-Tenn for their energy conservation efforts while urging them to continue those efforts.  SAPCC asks the St. Paul City Council to adopt the recommendations proposed by RCAP on August 18th, 2008. 

Gremlin Theater

Peter Hansen of the Gremlin Theater on University Avenue, says the theater has been around for ten years, six of those in downtown St. Paul.  They’ve moved here to be in a community with support for the arts.  Joe Spencer of the Mayor’s office has been helpful, too.  Their space is now finished, and they are hosting other theater groups, including four shows from the Minnesota Fringe Festival.  There first production will be in December.  They won an Ivy award this year.  The theater seats 100, and they like the intimate setting.  Zanmiller asks how they are funded?  Mostly through ticket sales, and some rent.  They are a 501C3 non-profit.  Hass asks about ticket prices?  About $20, prices for under 30s are “half your age.”  Purdy asks how we can keep this as an artists’ district?  Hansen says artists are generally not good at promoting themselves, they need to learn to work together.  Sparks explains that the Chittenden-Eastman building next door to the Gremlin, which is mostly artists’ studios, is currently part of a purchase agreement with a developer.  Purdy asks Joe Spencer what interest the city has in maintaining the arts district?  Spencer says the situation is precarious, there have been few non-profit efforts to keep it that way.  Even the Carleton Lofts project was done with tax credits, but when those are over, they’ll cash out.  ArtSpace is the only organization doing this sort of thing, and he’s encouraged them to do another project in St. Paul.  He says an offer has been made on the C&E building, and he’s talked to the current owner.  TIF  funding is probably no likely to help—it has to be a for-profit building.  He wants to work on creating a plan, but the artists need to get organized.  Zanmiller suggests that the theater build connections with the community, for example theater programs in the schools.  Hansen says they have been working on that.

Broadband Service in St. Paul

Chris Mitchell of the Institute for Local Self-Reliance, says that ten years ago internet service was an amenity, now it’s a necessity for business.  They have formed the Broad Band Advisory Committee.  St Paul started to consider wireless, but it is not desirable for the long term, we need to build a citywide fiber-optic network.  Neither ISP, Comcast or Qwest, has plans to build one.  It may cost $300 million.  Would last decades, but paid up front it would save costs in the long run.  Most cities use revenue bonds, raising taxes doesn’t work.  There would also be resistance from cable companies and ideological opponents.

Questions:  Zanmiller asks if other cities are doing this?  Mitchell says several are, St Paul would be the biggest, although Seattle and Portland are ahead.  Bryan asks whether user fees could pay for it?  Yes, that’s the only way.  Bryan asks what the fee would be?  Some communities are not making a profit so they can beat Comcast and Qwest.  Purdy asks what unique service this would offer?  It would be similar, but faster, and could offer thousands of TV channels for local purposes.  Bryan says it sounds like discussions of cable TV in the late 70s, regarding community TV.  How can this get away from the business model taking over?  Mitchell says if you had a non-profit, it would be more independent of political changes.  Purdy asks what he would like from us, if we are interested?  Let the mayor and city council know, and let  the BB Advisory Committee know.  He’s been speaking to the city council, but they need pressure.

Cleveland Avenue parking study

Land Use committee passed a resolution on parking along Cleveland 7-1.  Bryan voted no because he wanted it to be discussed by the Board before we move on it and schedule community meetings for input.  Also talk to Ramsey County and Falcon Heights.  Longley asks what the U of M thinks?  Lepreau believes they would support it.  She is scheduling a public meeting for November 17.  Purdy says LU discussed moving parking to the east side, but it wasn’t practical.  Seppanen says he talked with one concerned neighbor who would lose guest parking.  Richardson says he believes south of Commonwealth is not a problem, only north of it.  Bryan says bike striping was included in the recommendations, because that has slowed traffic on Raymond.  Hass says there are businesses a Buford with very little parking.  Sparks says she has spoken with them and they are in favor.  Carlson says few of those customers park on Cleveland, they mostly walk or bike.  Zanmiller moves and Lunde seconds the motion:

Whereas the current condition for parking along Cleveland Avenue makes pedestrians and bicyclists unsafe and bus turning from Buford more difficult, the SAPCC supports meeting with neighbors, students and the City of St. Paul and Falcon Heights to study the removal of parking along Cleveland from Hoyt to Scudder and striping for bike lanes. 

Motion passes unanimously.

Fundraising

Sparks reports that the neighborhood directory is underway.  

Quarterly financial report

Lunde distributes balance sheet and P&L statement.  She says $11,000 of the $51,000 cash is restricted.  $40,000 are grants not yet received.  Equipment is depreciated to nearly zero. On the budget vs. actual comparisons, we wait for reimbursement from grants, so there is always a lag.  The “other foundation” line is the Green Neighborhood grant, which was not budgeted.  We also got more RockTenn study money than anticipated, but the expenses were offsetting.  We paid out $4000  unbudgeted for the Como Small Area Plan, but hope to be reimbursed by the foundation.  Operating expenses are running under budget.  Sparks says she’s not spending, because we do all our fundraising at the end of the year.  Haley moves and Longley second the motion:  SAPCC approves the 2008 3d quarter financial report.   Passes unanimously.

Updates

Hansen, Sparks and Sherm Eagles are discussing how to deal with the Pierce-Butler issue.  They are meeting October 21 with MNDoT on highway 280 plans.  Still no word on a transportation study planner.

The St Paul Neighborhood Commission approved our map resolution, but would not reinstate our original language as we requested, but they did include a statement noting that D12 is opposed to the Pierce-Butler extension.  We need to decide whether to lobby them to reinstate this.  Zanmiller asks whether it would do any good?  Sparks says no.  Haley says Merritt has been a good advocate, our ideas are all there.  We need to mobilize to move the traffic study along.

Burlington Northern wants to talk about a new bridge over Raymond Avenue.  They will be coming to next month’s Council meeting.

Lunde says that Land Use discussed bike lane on Como for next summer.

Sparks is writing a fundraising letter and asks Council for suggestions of this year’s accomplishments to include.

Meeting is adjourned at 8:52 pm.   (Zanmiller moves, Longley seconds)

Respectfully submitted,

Gregg Richardson, Secretary

St. Anthony Park Community Council

Board of Directors

Thursday, November 13th, 2008

South St. Anthony Park Recreation Center

890 Cromwell Avenue (Territorial and Cromwell)

Minutes Approved December 11, 2008

Presiding:  Ranae Hanson.

Board Members and Alternates Present: Ray Bryan, Gary Carlson, Chris Donaldson, Matt Hass, Brian Longley, Roger Purdy, Gregg Richardson (recorder), Jon Seppanen.

Board Members and Alternates Absent:    Greg Haley, Linda Hodge, Jackie Lunde, Paul Mix, Ferd Peters, Arnold Ramler, George Zanmiller..

Staff: Amy Sparks, Executive Director;  Renee Lepreau, Community Organizer.

Guests.  Linda Jungwirth, County Commissioner Janice Rettman’s office;  Jim Lanier, Burlington Northern and Santa Fe Railroad;  Eric Galatz, resident;  Paul St. Martin, St Paul Department of Public Works;  Chris Kalla, resident;  

Hanson opens the meeting at 7:01p.m.  

Minutes and November 13th agenda are removed from the consent agenda.

Consent Agenda passes unanimously (Purdy moves, Bryan seconds).  Consent agenda includes a resolution from the Land Use Committee:

The SAPCC approves a side setback variance in order to build a new garage at 1358 Keston.  0 feet are proposed for a variance of 6 feet.

October 9th minutes are approved as adjusted.  (Donaldson moves, Bryan seconds)

November 13th agenda approved as adjusted.  (Bryan moves, Longley seconds)

Emily Program

Dirk Miller, founder of the Emily Program says he started an eating disorder treatment program in Indiana, received his PhD in 1990 and named this program after his sister.  In 2000 he hired his first employees, today has 102 employees, in offices around the state.  Program has strong connections with the U of M, and does training for the medical school.  The Emily program and Park Nicollet are the two biggest eating disorder programs in the state.  Emily has a residential program with a waiting list for the current house, so they would like to relocate.

The plans for a residential treatment facility in the old St Andrew Kim Catholic church on Cleveland Ave were shown.  They are removing the back parking area and creating a new lot layout.  Trying to address neighbor concerns, and have added landscape islands to the alley to control drainage.  Also lighting with lower height, cutoff shields, etc.  Eventually they will add more landscaping.  Inside will be commercial kitchen space and 16 beds in 8 bedrooms, plus a fitness area.

Questions:  Purdy says the Land Use Committee heard this proposal and there were no neighbors opposed to the facility.  Concerns were raised about screening, alley access, and light limits.  LU recommends approval for rezoning.  Purdy moves and Bryan seconds the motion:  

The SAPCC recommends approval of the Emily Program's request to rezone the St. Andrew Kim Church property from RM1 to TN2.  As part of the site  plan review process, we recommend that the city look at the screening, circulating and lighting issues in response to neighbor's concerns.
Lepreau passes out letters of support and concern.  A letter from neighbor Eric Galatz expresses support for the program and concerns about code compliance, mostly related to the parking lot.  Resident _______ says that her concern about parking seems to be met by the plan.  Galatz asks whether rezoning approval is contingent on this plan?  Patrician James from the City of St Paul says that rezoning is without conditions.  They will go through the site plan review, with an opportunity for public comment.  Motion passes unanimously.

BNSF bridge construction

Jim Lanier of Burlington Northern and Santa Fe Railroad will be the supervisor of the Raymond Avenue bridge reconstruction project.  Paul St Martin of St Paul Public Works says they are working with BNSF. Lynn Leibfreid, BNSF, says they are trying to minimize disruption of Raymond Avenue.  The current clearance of 13’8” will be increasing to 14’6” to meet current standards.  They will keep the stone abutments for historical preservation.  New support will be behind the current support, similar to the bridge at Como Avenue.

Questions:  Purdy asks if the road can be straightened out any as part of this project?  Paul St Martin says it can’t now, but eventually the city would like to, probably in at least four years.  Purdy asks about improving the bike lanes?  St Martin says they will look at that.  Carlson asks with removal of the support beams, will it still be tight for bikes?  Lanier says it will be slightly wider, but it is not useable space.  Hanson says neighbors may be disappointed if the bike lanes are not fixed.  Paul St. Martin says the city doesn’t have the funds to do that right now.  Hanson asks if they are aware of the safety problem?  St. Martin replies that they are now.  Sparks says Highway 280 will also be under construction and down to one lane most of the summer—is this being coordinated with MNDoT?  St Martin says he will see what he can do.  Leibfreid says this will be most of the summer, they’ll need to talk to them.  Resident Chris Kalla asks if they are raising the RR bed?  Yes, 3 feet.  The detour route will be Energy Park to Snelling to Como.  Lanier says the project will start in February/March  Bryan asks whether the old Priscilla underpass could be opened?  Lanier hasn’t seen it, and they don’t know its structural condition.

Leibfreid says the crews will be working 7 am to 5:30 pm Monday through Thursday.  Groundwork begins in January.  Raymond will be closed from mid-March through July to vehicle traffic, but open to pedestrians and bikes in an underpass.  Some briefer closures will be noted a week ahead of time with signs.  Purdy says he is very troubled by the road closure on such short notice—what’s driving this to happen now if Highway 280 is done, and the city intends to work on Raymond 4 years from now?  Lanier says BNSF plans 5 years out, and it’s an old bridge.  Purdy asks if its unsafe?  Lanier says not right now, but it is rated for project in 2009. Hanson says this will adversely impact local businesses.  Hass asks if raising the structure will reduce vibrations?  Lanier says maybe a little better.  Lepreau asks where the 87 bus will go?  St Martin says they’ll talk to the city.  Lepreau asks whether the transitway will be affected?  No.  Kalla asks how long an approach for raising the grade?  Lanier says probably 1000 feet.  Kalla asks if this will stop the screeching sounds?  Lanier says that’s another department—the track was just ground and oiled.  St Martin says the city will see if they can do something to improve the outcome for bikes afterwards.  Lanier says they want to try to use open spots to park equipment in order to minimize the removal of trees.

Artspace resolution

Hass  moves and Longley seconds the motion:

SAPCC will contract with Artspace USA to help establish secure artist space in South St. Anthony Park.
Sparks explains the artists have raised $500, and she is also asking the NEA and the SAP Foundation for funds.  Donaldson says he doesn’t believe it is appropriate to use public funds to intervene between a developer and tenants.  This doesn’t pass the smell test.  Sparks says we are not a public agency, we are an independent non-profit, using private grant money.  Hass asks whether the mayors office is involved?  Sparks says yes, they are.  Purdy says he agrees, we are not involved in a dispute between developers and tenants.  This is like the question of the Como 2030 Plan, how do we encourage development we’d like to see?  Donaldson reiterates his opposition and says we seem to be carrying out this intervention for a private business by stealth.  Richardson objects to this characterization.  There is no stealth involved, this is a resolution from a published agenda being discussed in a public meeting.  This is not intended to intervene on behalf of a private business.  This is an existing arts district comprising at least 4 buildings and the Gremlin theater, that is an important part of our community, and that is threatened by rising property values in response to LRT development, pricing artists out of the market.  We are committing seed money to a study to explore how to preserve this district.  Bryan says this is a survey of space that is available in the area along University Avenue in support of goals we have adopted in our D12 plan.  Longley says he was sorry that the Northern Clay Center left several years ago, and this is the same as his support for small local business.

Resolution passes with 7 in favor, 1 opposed, and no abstentions

Updates

Sparks says the District 12 plan was finally passed by the city this week.  Council has also nominated the following people for Neighborhood Honor Roll:  Matt Hass, Ray Bryan, and Mary Hamel.

Council members spend remaining time writing personal notes to attach to fundraising letters.

Meeting is adjourned at 9:08 pm.   (Longley moves, Purdy seconds)

Respectfully submitted,

Gregg Richardson, Secretary

 St. Anthony Park Community Council

Board of Directors

Thursday, December 11th, 2008

South St. Anthony Park Recreation Center

890 Cromwell Avenue (Territorial and Cromwell)

Approved January 8, 2008

Presiding:  Roger Purdy.

Board Members and Alternates Present: Ray Bryan, Chris Donaldson, Greg Haley, Matt Hass, Brian Longley, Jackie Lunde, Paul Mix, Ferd Peters, Arnold Ramler, Gregg Richardson (recorder), Jon Seppanen.

Board Members and Alternates Absent:    Gary Carlson, Linda Hodge, George Zanmiller.

Staff: Amy Sparks, Executive Director;  Renee Lepreau, Community Organizer.

Guests.  Linda Jungwirth, County Commissioner Janice Rettman’s office;  Sherm Eagles, Community Garden Coordinator; Sue Conner, Community Garden Coordinator;  Brian Vitek, St Paul Department of Public Works; Mark Vanderschaaf, Elizabeth Vanderschaaf, Vince Digiorno, John Seltz, residents.  

Purdy opens the meeting at 7:05p.m.  

Consent Agenda passes unanimously (Seppanen moves, Peters seconds).  Consent agenda includes the December 11th meeting agenda, the November 13th meeting minutes and the following resolutions:

1. Executive Committee Resolution: The city should put a high priority on investigating a St. Paul fiber optic network. The SAPCC considers it an important element of our infrastructure as it would be an important tool for the city of St. Paul to remain competitive for jobs, education and communication.

2. Environment Committee Resolution: The SAPCC will pursue Capitol Improvement Budget (CIB) funding for Hampden Park in 2009.  

3. Land Use Resolution: The SAPCC approves the variance request for 2125 Dudley Ave. 

4. Land Use Resolution: SAPCC requests the city further restrict parking at the corners of Commonwealth, Carter, Doswell, Dudley on Cleveland Ave to improve visibility. 

Consent agenda approved unanimously.

Community Gardens

Sue Conner, Community Garden Coordinator, says that D12 owns the CG land.  The CG started in 1980 out of a leaf composting project on the site.  Burlington Northern railroad sold the land in response to D12’s initiative for $250,000.  An agreement with adjacent business Ettel and Franz allows them to park there.  D12 pays city fees, and the land is managed by a volunteer steering committee.  There are seasonal and perennial plots.  20% of the gardeners are new each year.  There are 220 plots, and demand for more.  Fees raise $1800 and another $490 from donations.  Operating expenses exceeded income for three years, so they raised the fee from $20 to $30.  They’ve also discussed rain gardens on the boulevard.

Questions:  Purdy asks if there are any current problems or issues?  Conner says yes, like most organizations.  Purdy says D12’s biggest financial asset is the garden property.  Conner says they’ve also developed a prairie garden to the west of the plots.  Peters asks whether they own land to the east too?  Yes, to the bridge.  Hass notes that Conner has handed out policies—are those the bylaws?  Sherm Eagles, also Coordinator, notes that the governance document discusses the steering committee and organization, while the policies are rules for the gardeners.  Hass asks if a perennial plot is taken away from a long term gardener for policy violations, can accommodations be made for a long term gardener who had one problem year?  Eagles says they’ve usually said okay, if the gardener approaches them.  Hass asks what kind of advertising there is for the garden plots?  Low income shoppers from the apartments east of the coop have asked in the coop about getting plots.  Conner says applications are in the coop, and information is on the D12 website.  Eagles says they haven’t done much outreach, because they’re already turning people away.  Lunde is concerned that the $30 fee will exceed operating costs by too much.  As a non-profit, D12 doesn’t want excess cash in the budget.  Eagles says they do anticipate extra costs next year.  Bryan asks about tree trimming?  Conner says this comes out of savings.  Hass moves, and Mix seconds a motion:  SAPCC accepts the December 13th, 2008 Community Garden report.  Passes unanimously.

Residential street lighting replacement

Mark Vanderschaaf says that he worked 20 years ago for St Paul PED on the 1989 street lighting policy.  The historic lantern option was the result of a D12 request.  Purdy notes that the question of lantern replacement will be the result of street renovation in NSAP.  Vanderschaaf says the lanterns are the symbol of SAP, and illustrated the cover of the Lanergan book, and appears on the street banners.  There are still many lanterns in city parks, on Summit Ave, and in NSAP.  The city has a reproduction lantern as an option for neighborhoods.  The 1989 policy encourages the use of original historic lanterns in neighborhoods that already have them.  But if D12 doesn’t weigh in, the city will use the redesigned lantern.

Brian Vitek, of St Paul Public Works, says that the lights that are installed as a result of this decision will remain 40-50 years.  The current fixtures are already 100 years old.  Lights are difficult to reassemble.  The lighting will be the same.  The new lantern is more energy efficient, and reflects light downward.  The lighted area spreads out more, so fewer lights will be required, and the cost for the area being renovated will be $2000 less.  Ramler asks which light is brighter?  Vitek says lumens are the same, new light spreads better.  Vanderschaaf says that Minneapolis created a better-looking reproduction.  Peters says Minneapolis some Minneapolis residents were upset because they were much brighter.  Vitek says the plastic lenses in the old ones yellow, but the new ones are glass and can be cleaned.  Haley says the historic lanterns are icons of SAP.  Haley moves and Longley seconds a motion:  SAPCC requests the use of the green historic lantern in the North St Anthony park RSVP project.  Pole color will be green.

Discussion:  Ben S., who lives on Commonwealth Ave, says that he is an architect and prefers historic preservation, but he has driven around to compare lanterns already installed elsewhere in the city, and can’t tell them apart.  The old lights are in poor condition—some refurbished 5 years ago are already falling apart.  New ones are also more energy efficient.  Hass says Environment Committee has noted that one of their goals is light pollution reduction.  One of the D12 goals is to have the lanterns in SSAP, and they would have to be reproductions.  Ramler asks which is more vandal-proof?  Vitek says probably the new one.  Vanderschaaf says 20 years ago, light pollution wasn’t an issue, and that neither of these are dark-sky friendly.  As to energy efficiency, the city is currently investigating new bulbs that will probably be available in 5-10 years.  Vitek says Public Works is investigating LED bulbs, and they do retrofit into the old fixtures.  Donaldson asks whether anybody knows what the neighbors’ opinions are in the affected area?  Ben S. says he can’t guess.  Purdy reads several neighbor emails to Sparks in support of the new lanterns.  Haley says this was discussed 20-25 years ago, and there was wide support for the historic lanterns.  Richardson says he supports historic preservation, but between energy efficiency, better light distribution and lower cost, a reproduction lantern that closely approximates the existing lanterns seems the best decision.  Lunde asks whether the city can comment on maintenance.  Vitek says the city has suspended due to lack of funding.  The motion passes with 6 yeas, 4 nays, and 1 abstention.

CIB task force appointment

Haley moves and Mix seconds a motion:  SAPCC nominates Rose Gregoire to the Capital Improvement Budget Streets and Utilities Task Force.  Sparks says we would also like to have somebody on the Parks and Rec Task Force, and urges council members to recruit.  Motion passes unanimously.

2009 budget

Peters says the total income for this year will be less due to no RCAP funding, and wage increases will also be small.  Sparks says we get the smallest citizen participation allocation from the city, as one of the smallest councils.  Fundraising budget is $9000.  Metro Area Agency on Aging cut CHORE from $30,000 to $20,000 this year.  We received a $2520 U of M grant to fund Artspace consulting  We’ve also applied for a $10,000 grant  from Mississippi Watershed Management Organization for the Hampden Park project., and will receive $16,564 from the U of M Good Neighbor Fund for bikelanes and banners.  Sparks will be getting a 2.5% increase.  Peters moves and Bryan seconds the motion:  SAPCC approves the proposed 2009 D12 Council budget.  Passes unanimously.  Sparks says the fundraising letter is about to go out, but the money received will go into 2009.  There are rumors of a 20% across the board budget cut at the city.

D12 plan review

Haley says the city has finally adopted the summary into the City Comprehensive Plan, but it is still up to us to promote parts of the plan.  Council breaks into groups to review specific assigned elements in the plan, then groups report back.

Group 1 priorities:

L1a, L5a, T4b, T4c, T6b, N4b, N8b, C4b

Group 2 priorities:

L2b, T1d, T5a, N9i

Group 3 priorities:

Group 3 didn’t prioritize, but instead discussed progress toward particular items.

Group 4 priorities:

From highest to lowest: T7, N3, T3, L4, C3, H2, N7

Updates

Representative Alice Hausman is coordinating a meeting with Burlington Northern tomorrow about the bridge construction project.  The neighborhood directory is nearly finished, and fundraising letters also.  ArtSpace staff, city staff and D12 staff and representatives are meeting next week to plan the ArtSpace meetings in January.  There is a January 21 meeting at the library for block leaders.  Lunde says the LRT committee selected an artist for the public art in our area.  The LRT signal box for this area will be located at Raymond and Territorial, and will be a large aesthetically ugly.  Traffic modeling for Cromwell and Franklin intersections on University show unacceptable bottlenecks at both.  LRT and buses will share a lane at the U of M transit mall.  Bryan says the substation proposed at LaSalle and University looks like a polebarn.  Purdy notes that this is the lot where D12 plan calls for parking.  Haley moves and Peters seconds a motion:  SAPCC opposes the location of the LRT substation on Raymond, and the appearance of both the signal bungalow and the substation.  Passes unanimously.

Meeting is adjourned at 9:14 pm.   (Peters moves, Haley seconds)

Respectfully submitted,

Gregg Richardson, Secretary

