Meeting: St. Anthony Park Community Council Board Meeting

Date: July 14, 2011
Put an x before if present: 

Gary Carlson
Matt Hass

Brian Longley

JoAnne Makela
Roger Purdy

John Seppanen
Steve Yetter

Staff attending:

Amy Sparks

Lauren Fulner
Visitors attending: Linda Jungwirth, Janice Rettman’s Office; Annie Johnson, Union Park District Council

Minutes approved:  _x_

Agenda approved with revision: Jon Commers couldn’t attend 
Raymond Avenue Traffic Calming Update - Matt Hass and Lauren Fulner

The Raymond Avenue Traffic Calming Project will happen next summer from University to Hampden. Changes have been made to parking plans. There will be a loss of parking spots and gaining a bike lane. The intersection at Raymond and Bradford/Ellis streets create T that is dangerous for pedestrians—a remedy is being proposed. At the recent meeting, there was a good community turnout and lots of input. City planners will make changes. Last community meeting is August 1. Full plan will be brought to the board for approval. 

Fair number of businesses along the stretch already negatively impacted by LRT. This proposal will have the work start next spring and continue through the summer. Next step is to apply to do Hampden to Energy Park in 2014. A complaint arose that there was not enough notice about the meeting, even though neighborhoods received flyers. Constant challenge to get the word out.

Pelham site development - Guest: Annie Johnson-Union Park community organizer
Our Land Use Committee has had objections to the Port Authority plan for site. In response, the developer has made minor changes to plan but no real progress has been made on community concerns to site plan; it is the same building originally proposed. During recent zoning hearings, property was kept I1, not in the LRT area of change. We have sent letters of concern about property that have gone unanswered.

Union Park is also involved. Despite a recent community meeting they called requesting changes, nothing changed. They are now seeking a community design process for the site to improve design as responsive to neighborhood concerns. Should be transit-oriented development. Do not want to set a standard of development that may carry forward.

The city process is still not final and there is room to appeal the design. Union Park and SAP will work with Russ Stark to forward needs to the city.  Union Park needs is to gather as much community support and input to file appeal to site plan. Could potentially be done by mid-August. 

Purdy doesn’t think there are grounds to win an appeal because it must be proved that the city erred in approving the site plan but the plan actually meets all requirements of I1. The SAPCC Land Use position is that the Port Authority is putting up wrong building. The point needs to be made that the City Council was incorrect in its judgment to not include the property in the TN overlay. The most value to the appeal is that it would slow down the developer by 3-4 months. Whatever adjustments are made, it should not have been be zoned I1. That will not change regardless of an appeal. City does not want to lose any industrial zoning even though D12 plan encouraged TN zoning for this area. 

Union Park wants to continue to work with Port Authority to adjust the plan. Stark cannot change his vote, but we can get him to forward better standards for the development. And set a precedent so that such development is not pushed through in the future. Desnoyer Park is considering finding a land use attorney to help.

There will be a meeting Tuesday with Port Authority, Samantha Henningson and Tom Beech. Purdy and Jon Schumacher will attend. 

West Midway is talking about industrial standards for I1 to meet higher design standards. There is a proposal for design standards that won’t be approved until after the West Midway Industrial Study is done.

No action was taken on this point.

2011 Tax Form 990
Hass presented the 990 nonprofit federal tax return which includes details from year end report. Breakdown of income and expenses. We had positive balance of $18407 at end of year. 

Will have gap of approx. $3800 by losing MAAA funding for chore. This balance will be good cushion for next year, to give us time to pursue new funding sources to make up the grant money lost. A motion to approve the 990 was approved.
Land Use Report

Although there was not a quorum at the Land Use meeting, recommendations were made by those present: 

Motion: SAPCC recommends that any proceeds from sale, rent, and/or taxes of property at Capp Road be dedicated to cleanup of contaminated property resulting after lot split. Request update from city on any potential owner/lessee and cleanup activities on site. 
Discussion: The  City is replatting and selling/leasing non-polluted part of property. Can use polluted parcel for storage. Pollution is actually coming from neighboring property (creosote factory?). Question is should property owner be cleaning it up or is the City responsible. City has made decision on property without approaching council or CEZ.

Motion was approved.

Motion: The SAPCC send a letter to Park Midway Bank supporting new Colossal Cafe on Como. 

The owners currently have a restaurant at 42nd and Cedar 15 seats, breakfast and lunch. Do not need liquor license. Want to do business in neighborhood with park midway. Need our support. Looking at shared parking with Seminary. 
Motion was approved. 

Chore Program update – Amy Sparks
Executive Committee decided not to reapply for funding for Chore. Amy sent letter to all DCs and other organizations but so far, no organization has stepped forward to take over the program. Chore staff are aware their jobs will end at end of year. Sparks hopes they will not both leave before end of year, but may have to end service earlier if that happens. Grant application too complex and funding changes to demanding to make a go of it for another year. Hopefully other agencies will fill the gap. Program has done good work for a long time and has served the city. Block nurse program is loosing some funding as well. 

Purdy commended Sparks for all of the work she has done to keep the program going. It has been challenging and time for someone else to pick it up. Chore Program will still do fall raking. Will announce end of program in fall newsletter. Will contact clients and volunteers with individual letters.

Executive Director Personnel Review Report – Brian Longley

Sparks goals for 2011: (1) Finalize revised employee manual (2) Complete Executive Director documentation manual (3) Chore Service (4) Prepare time breakdown of a month of work (done)

Personnel Committee committed to making process more timely.  Again, commend Sparks on a job well done.

Business Outreach and Communication – Lauren Fulner-Erickson
Some business owners don’t feel like they are receiving information about what is going on in community. Fulner invited SAPCC business delegates and other owners to meeting. Only Sandy Jacobs showed up. It is difficult reaching out, but worthwhile—Fulner-Erickson wonders do we reorganize business outreach. Needs more time to do well.

Purdy noted that we only have small businesses represented on the board. We should approach some of the bigger employers to get them on the board? Yetter said that we have Dunn and Bradstreet info about number of employers, size of business, etc. We should be looking for business reps from north and south SAP. Emily Program is large employer now and potential for board. At what level do we want to interact? Owners/HR/employees? It would seem that top management would be concerned about neighborhood changes. It was suggested that we start at top of the list in terms of numbers of employees. 

Hodge suggested that KSTP is in our area. Good to have someone from media on board. 

Board members willing to make recruiting calls: Purdy, Longley, Hass and Yetter

Longley said that we need north business. Large employers don’t have compelling reason to come to meetings. Their employees don’t necessarily live in neighborhood.

Yetter said Emily Program is serving people who live in the neighborhood for up to 6 months. Should have vested interest in council. As an aside, Sparks reported that another district council approached her to ask how the neighborhood has responded to the Emily Program. Board is happy and supportive, but some neighbors are not. 

It was suggested we invite Planned Parenthood to be on the Board. Yetter said that any things will be going on with their building and we will most likely be hearing from them regularly. They should be represented on board.

Hass  said that we need better communication with businesses along Raymond who have been surprised by some happenings such as Nice Ride bikes, parking and bike lane changes. Traffic calming and task force meetings that involve business should take personal effort to make sure businesses know what’s going on. 

Sparks suggested we use interns to do business and renter outreach. Have to make a learning experience out of it. Takes time but could be worth it. Our CURA research assistant is having problem getting people to return Creative Enterprise Zone surveys. He has no extra time to make more contact with businesses other than CEZ. Lauren: Union Park is also looking at business communication. We will coordinate more with them.

Items on the table - (4th of July, Station Naming and Hampden Park)
Longley: 4th of July. Thanks to those who marched. Gary Carlson gave rousing speech to crowd. Full parade contingent, with dog.

Sparks: Station Naming. Carol Swenson of DCC contacted person. Transitway line color proposal approved by committee but not station names. We are green line. Have received over 500 suggestions for names. Met Council doesn’t want to open up process for renaming. We will not have any input in station naming. Ours will probably be called the Raymond Station.

Fulner-Erickson: Hampden Park. CIB did not recommend funding so it is likely to remain unfunded. Russ Stark will push as much as possible. Could be funding available from Sewers Department  College Park receiving funding for storm water project. Yetter said that the Sewer Department looked for locations for filtration 2 years ago. They brought the issue up at Environment Committee and at neighborhood RSVP meeting. College Park attractive due to sewer already there that they could tap in to. They will take all water that flows into park and channel to box culvert, filter back into pipes. Moving lot of dirt; project will take 6 weeks. Will make better drainage. Fenced off until summer 2012. The project stops very large amount of unfiltrated water entering sewer system. If Hampden Park wants to be attractive to the Sewer Department, there is a need to know the number of square feet that will be infiltrated. This project will make SAP rain gardens unnecessary. All high value trees will remain. Others will be replaced. Seppanen said there may be money for taking care of invasive plants rather than replacing trees.

Sparks: The District Council Collaborative has been doing planning and advocacy for district councils along the Central Corridor. Some District Councils think it is inappropriate to call it the District Council Collaborative because it suggests that all district councils are involved. We might hear more about it. Seppanen said that Central Corridor is main focus. There is discussion about name.

Meeting feedback: What did you learn tonight that you didn’t know about and that you would share with someone else?

Traffic calming

College Park storm water system

Capp Road/ Pelham site development

New restaurant

Appreciate Annie’s enthusiasm for Pelham site project

Pelham site (finding out, but don’t completely understand it)

College Park: will tell people on park commission

First meeting we’ve decided to stop doing something (Chore service) we should prioritize items on the table

Adjourned 8:55

Submitted by JoAnne Makela
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