Land Use

4/7/11

Members present: Ray Bryan, Joanne Makela, Roger Purdy, Jackie Lunde, Ed Elliott, Bob Straughn

Visitors: Sandra (Bistro  manager), Christina Morrison (City), Rita Rodriguez (Met Council), Mike Purtell (Construction Project Manager)

Agenda and Minutes approved unanimously

Updates

West Midway update from JoAnne- chugging along, taking a hiatus over the summer
;

biggest stumbling block was transportation, particularly rail lines; North-South connection is extremely important and was discussed by all subgroups

Creative Enterprise Zone update from JoAnne- Corridor Development Initiative group met this morning, block exercise to happen this summer, first workshop on May 21

Pelham site update from Lauren- I-1 zoning was approved by City Council, Industrial Equities developer is still around and likely will come back to the table with a new site plan


-pass information on to Union Park/Desnoyer Park

Finnish Bistro liquor license

Bistro applied for and received a beer and wine license to add to sidewalk license; it used to be that beer and wine couldn’t be consumed if you had to cross over the sidewalk, changed last fall

Had to get signatures, took longer because was told first that needed business signatures, actually needed residential

Needs 45 day waiver because of fundraiser at end of April

Would need obstruction license even if they didn’t have beer and wine because City just changed policy

Where are things at with Dunn Brothers?  They have never had license, have always used Bistro tables, they sublease, either need to be added onto Bistro license or apply for their own official license; in the meantime there won’t be tables along Como to reduce 

Motion: Support waiver of 45 day waiting period.  Unanimous.

Light Rail Construction updates

Rita is here, passed out packets


-working hard on outreach to businesses


-trying to maintain access is particularly critical, as is bringing issues and 
concerns back to the project office


-Construction Communications Committee has been meeting, has first 
meeting to evaluate the contractor next week


-trying to work with businesses to coordinate for access and parking, 
example was Bonnie’s, Midwest Hotel, and Dubliner, Hotel is only landlocked 
property so is the only one that gets direct access off of University

Mike Purtell


-review of segments of construction in packet


-traffic has been moved to North side from Emerald to Aldine, installing 
temporary water main that will switch over in the next two days


-request from us for list of properties that have to switch over for sanitary 
services and/or water main


-private utility companies are in the right of way by permit, now are moving 
their lines to get out of the way as construction progresses


-right now we’re at one lane in each direction with a turn lane


-fixing potholes?  It’s difficult to drain out melt water and lay a patch that will 
stick; hoping for more rain gardens and other green infiltration elements 
 
new avenue is in


-track and wires in middle of road will be put in on western segment by end 

of this construction season (ie. The road will be entirely functional by 
November)


-audible pedestrian signal is present at Hampden, bus stop is there as well


-Jackie: cones and lane delineation is kind of confusing coming East from 
Emerald; ideal is removing obstructions entirely, will be cleaning up the 
striping


-Jackie: peds are crossing on both sides at Raymond and University, even 
though signage says just to use East side


-what is phasing in Minneapolis?  They won’t be working close to border 
until 2012

Christina


-City is reconsidering temporary signage process to make it easier for 
businesses


-two hour parking on cross streets for customer parking, also important to 
deter construction worker parking


-update per our letter expressing importance of reconsidering blanket two 
hour parking: have only heard from one person along avenue who wanted 
shorter parking limitations (Dow Building), two hour is reasonable to 
enforce


-90% of complaints are coming from Western end (Raymond, Pelham, etc) 
that want to remove parking restrictions altogether so employees can park


-Roger: have there been issues with construction workers parking where 
they’re not supposed to?  Not known yet because surveillance hasn’t 
happened extensively


-Roger: are things going better, worse, or as expected?  As expected, for the 
most part

Jackie will send Contractor Evaluation form to me, Lauren will send to committee to reflect on, send in responses, and send back to Jackie before Thursday 4/14
Sewall Gear Renovation site plan review discussion

Update Company is rehabilitating the building across Raymond


It’s an existing school moving- Avalon school that is presently near University and Fairview

We can send a letter of support, letter of objection, or do nothing; we’ll do nothing other than send email

Auto Repair license application

Just asking for license renewal

Jackie- if it’s allowed within zoning and these are typical conditions we shouldn’t disallow them


-similar to similar existing businesses

No action

2322 Long Ave zoning request

No action

