SAPCC

Land Use Committee

12/2/10

Present: Jackie Lunde, Stephen Mastey, Roger Purdy, John Seppanen, Greg Haley, Bob Straughn

Visitors: Scott Eustis, Ian Cochran (project manager for Walsh Construction), Brian Pamphly (Walsh Construction project engineer), Carla Olson (Desnoyer Park), Christina Morrison (parking on University Ave), Rita Rodriguez

Greg and Jackie moved and seconded minutes approval

John and Jackie moved and seconded agenda approval

Greg will report at board meeting
2147 University Ave lot split
Jackie starts presenting- 25 parking spaces lost as a result of Light Rail; most people would walk less than one block to get to Subway property, most said they will not use transit to get there either

Existing parking lot is maxed out so hoping to do lot split/shared parking agreement with next door lot

Need approval for lot split (green property on pg. one of packet is what will be purchased)- would split old railroad bed into west and east sections

Would this give alternate route off of Transfer?  Yes only for taking a right in and a right out.

Scott is pink on map on pg. one map packet

Resolution: In support of lot split as presented at 2147 University.
All in favor
Central Corridor update (Rita Rodriguez, Welsh Construction, Christina)
3 months away from heavy construction!!!

Ian presents- what we can expect:


-will start on Emerald on South side in approx one mile chunks


-cannot be in front of a single business for more than 150 days


-will do several pieces at once, moving around Western section


-have put in temporary signals in several locations already


-traffic movement will always occur; Jackie’s point that there will be another 
150 days that affect a given business when construction is happening on the 
other side of the street

John- different companies come in a do their work, digging and then repaving over and over; can work be coordinated?


-meet twice a week to try to hear what’s going on with everyone, hopefully 
will have more coordination along University corridor than has been 
happening downtown

Scott- will they lose curb cuts when things are happening in front of their business?


-yes, to a driveway


-process has happened to determine which businesses need access directly 
from University- can contact Rita to see if your business is one of them

Signage- basic is covered by Walsh Construction, work with Rita for special signs for a business

Christina on Parking:

· data analysis was both site specific and general policy issues

· HRA had forgivable loan program for improving off street parking 

· Downtown is only proactive place, most of the rest of the city is reactive, want to change this using technology including license plate recognition technology

· Want to protect residential parking as well

· Park and Ride problem- looking to introduce some kind of system of permit parking or other program that serves that purpose; most complaints came from people within two blocks who had cars parked in front of their house all day

· Met with UABA parking committee to come up with management plan for western section that can be implemented soon

TN4 zoning- no minimal parking requirements, might this affect n’hoods?

What about construction workers parking?  Could they carpool?

Hotline for any construction issues: 612-602-1404

**have Christina come back- January 6

Pelham site discussion/brainstorming (with Kelly Jameson from Port Authority)
Developer has taken site plan off the table, not completely out of the picture but things are on hold- purchase agreement is in process, Port Authority is land developer and will find user

Photos and videos from Kelly’s presentation

Sidewalk is appreciated

The originally proposed site plan would not fit into overlay district zoning requirements, but they need to see if the zoning is permanently adopted

Desnoyer residents voice their concerns, disappointment (it looks suburban, doesn’t address light rail, doesn’t connect n’hoods)

Bob was more sympathetic to original plan, maybe some hopes of people aren’t possible considering economy and thus aren’t feasible right now; not outstanding but might fit with how things are now

Requirements for Port Authority properities are 1 job per 1000 square feet, most centers end up being 1.7 jobs/1000 square feet

Why can’t the property be at the corner?

Several speculative situations…the end result will be some combination of City, communities, and Port Authority needs

Stephen- local business owners don’t want an untenanted building that has an unfair advantage over ‘for lease’ buildings that exist presently; parking issues as well- will need parking maximums rather than minimums; More Natural, More Urban, More Connected

Window Signage
History- this has been pursued several times with city so far, has been stuck in Planning Commission, people are trying to push it forward


-will help with visibility for businesses, potentially to help control crime

Discussion had been tabled to address issues that came up

Present proposal to City is maximum 35% coverage (25% for basic advertising, 10% for other); would be enforced on a complaint basis rather than permit basis

Bob hopes that Community Council can give support to general window signage legislation so that can be taken into account as City moves forward

Jackie’s concern- small windows make it difficult to have any signage under these restrictions

Safety is important, people shouldn’t paper up their windows, but shorter windows make it difficult to follow these restrictions

Jackie suggests taking out 4-7 foot restriction; makes motion to support concept of resolution with exception of E, seconded by John


-Bob suggests supporting concept rather than specific language


-vote: aye 5, abstention 1
2011 Committee Goals
moved to next month
