St. Anthony Park Community Council

Land Use Committee Minutes 

Thursday, May 5, 2011

Present: Jim Hunt, Ray Bryan, Roger Purdy, Jon Seppanan, Ed Elliott, Paul Mix, Jackie Lunde

Guests: Laurie Spear, Terry Olson, Jill and Alan Carlson, Eric Doherty, Ron Vosika, Kelly Jameson, Carla Olson, Geoffry Warner

Minutes and Agenda Approved.

2322 Long Ave Replat

The property owners would like to change in legal description of the property (replat) so they can get an additional lot on the Bradford side of the street in order to build a ninth unit. The original site plan called for two structures of four units each. This would allow a ninth unit to be built. 

The owner claims he has to build the unit now. Neighbors question why do it now when the other units have sold yet. Three units are still rough;  only one completed of the four is complete. The second is just land. 

Neighbors don’t want to see the second four buildings built with the same poor design as the existing buildings. They are also strongly opposed to a ninth unit being built. They haven’t decided if they are for sale or rental. The site plan needs to be reapproved. The issue at hand is for the ninth unit. 

The Land Use Committee recomments the following resolution to the Board: St. Anthony Park Community Council supports the original site plan.  Although not part of the resolution, it should be clear that we do not support plat changes that will allow a ninth unit.  

Five to one in favor.  Motion passes.

Pelham site:

Kelly Jamison from the Port Authority came to share information about the development on Pelham. The Port entered into a purchase agreement with Industrial Equities. Last fall, Industrial Equities submitted a site plan that D12 did not support.  The development went on hold because of the temporary zoning around the station area and D12 opposition. The developer was waiting for permanent zoning which is I-1. The developer has since improved the site plans beyond what is required in an I-1zone.

Jamison present a list of improvements that were made to the plan including fencing, plantings, plantings of boulevard trees, additional green space, lantern style lighting, a sidewalk that extends to the property line and a pedestrian connection to the building. There will be grass on both sides of the fence.  There will  not be a sidewalk on Wabash because there is an active railroad.  She distributed this list:

-------

Meridian Industrial Center

Update for St Anthony Park Community Council – Land Use Committee

Prepared by Kelly Jameson, Saint Paul Port Authority, kaj@sppa.com
5/5/11

Background:

The Saint Paul Port Authority acquired the old Overnight Express site last year and it will be redeveloped by Industrial Equities as Meridian Industrial Center, a 68,000 square foot office, flex, warehouse building with 24’ clear ceiling.  The Port Authority has entered into a purchase agreement with the developer and construction is expected to break ground this summer.  The new state-of-the-art facility will be located blocks from the Central Corridor Light Rail Station and have great visibility from I- 94 an MN 280.  The multi-tenant building is available for lease from Industrial Equities and is divisible into 8,000 square foot bays.

Changes to the original site plan incorporate the following pedestrian connections and design features:
· Fencing along Pelham Boulevard and Wabash Avenue: 16” square 5’ high brick piers to match building with 4’ high ornamental metal fence. Landscaping along the fence to provide a buffer from parking lot.

· Lantern-style street lights along Pelham Boulevard and Wabash Avenue – make and model to be determined by City

· Public sidewalk along east side of Pelham Boulevard

· Shifting the entrance along Pelham Boulevard so does not interrupt pedestrian connection to an entrance

· Bicycle parking at a rate of one bike parking space per 20 car parking spaces

· 35’ landscaped setback between the parking lot and Pelham Boulevard curb.

· Pelham Boulevard additional boulevard trees approximately 40’ on center and a second row behind the sidewalk staggered with the boulevard trees at 40’ on center

· Sidewalk along the front of the building between building entrances

· Pedestrian connections crossing the parking lot from the public sidewalk to front building sidewalk.

· The area of landscaping within the parking lot equals more than 15% of the paved area of the parking lot.

------------

Residents present from Denoyer Park present at the meeting do not believe that the development is appropriate for an urban setting. They are opposed to this development as presented. Jamison responded that the  Port Authority’s mission is to create jobs and taxes and this development is in keeping with their mission. There aren’t tenants yet.  Workforce agreement says it has to be a minimum of 68 jobs but it could be more. There are 197 parking spaces.  222 would be the max allowed.  Minimum allowed is 131.  

Jamison said that at this point, she  is not asking for action. She said the plan will not change. Audience and committee members still object to elements of the plan and the building. Despite the fact that D12 wants to move towards mixed use, the City wants it to be industrial. Port Authority does have a covenant with the developer that requires maintenance. The land is ready to go, they would like to get building in June. 

There was a discussion about the lack of citizen participation in the planning process and concerns that the suburban type development was short sighted. 

Light Rail Construction Report

Lunde reported that the Contractor Evaluation was done but it only included about 2 weeks of work. Based on the evaluation, Walsh will get $31,000 of the $40,000 that they can earn. Met Council can accept or reject this recommentation.

There has been concern about the lack of lighting and that the pedestrian crossings are terrible.  There were also concerns expressed about the timing of the lights.

Jackie asks that we write a letter requesting a list of the properties that have to switch over for sanitary services and/or water main.

Minutes submitted by Amy Sparks

