Land Use Committee

Minutes
6/2/11

Present: Paul Mix, Roger Purdy, Ed Elliott, Jackie Lunde, Bob Straughn, John Seppanen, Ray Bryan 
Guests: Ranae Hanson, Daniel Sarasti, Joe Spencer, Rita Rodriguez, Michelle Webb, Elizabeth Stiffler, Tom Nelson, Kurt Tousley

Minutes and agenda approved unanimously.  Paul will report at full council.
Updates

Sign ordinance update from Bob Straughn
Background: wanted to include window signage in what sign code would cover, both temporary signs that advertise products (signs that cover up what’s happening in store) and electronic signs.  Bob put forward the draft of the regulations, council approved.  Public testimony was given at hearing both for and against regulations.  Councilmember Thune didn’t have votes to override veto so nothing has moved forward yet but he will continue doing further study.  Proposal now says signs shouldn’t cover more than 25% of window plus 10% for special, temporary signs, and signs can’t cover cashier area from both inside and outside.  Still on a complaint basis only.  Minneapolis has ordinance of 30% max.  No action needed from Council now, just providing an update.


-Jackie’s concern on behalf of the businesses: some businesses are presently 
in violation that would be quite affected by this (ie Sharrett’s)


-Ranae requests (and Roger echoes) that we be told about future public 
hearings so that we can comment either at a hearing or via letter

Community Council could amend its sign plan if desired to include restrictions

Pelham site- can’t do much because it is designated I-1, could appeal site plan approval but would be difficult, without much basis, and ill advised; instead need to get in earlier in the process for future sites; site is a relative success for the City because of development and jobs


-Bob requests final input on landscaping etc before final site plan approval


-Paul had a ‘spidey-sense’ moment at last meeting because Kelly and 
developer seemed to think they were giving us something and presented 
even though they didn’t have to; maybe they’re afraid of something?


-Bob- could Port reserve an easement for future bike path?  It would be quite 
difficult to put it in retroactively in the future

Bob made motion to request Port Authority reserve public easement for future bike path, Paul seconded, unanimously voted on

**request PDF of site plan from Tom Beach

**don’t put our name on public meeting announcement but invite n’hood

LRT Construction Updates

Met Council hired interns to shadow people at the CCPO

Contractor has 150 days on each side of the road, south side has 97 days left which means they have to be done by the end of June; have been paving intersections.  Have found a lot of contaminated soil and asbestos that go unexpectedly deep

THINGS ARE ON TRACK!

Staging area for welding tracks down at Simpson, will be moved down the road in near future

Water services work is continuing, improving bridge over 280 happened so that it can support light rail line

Rita has been keeping track of businesses interested in Business Assistance Loan Program- letter was sent out; some dollars geared toward improving alleys and parking; parking solutions are being found


-Jackie wishes that loan program has come out sooner because some 
businesses need this money now

Feedback Jackie has received- ped issues still, cross streets are backing up quite a bit while Uni is running fine, bus stops are confusing and signs have been torn down in places, potholes, business signage- additional signage is not in the budget, graffiti, middle lane has turned into an expressway- it’s supposed to be a turn lane but people are using it to pass etc.

Businesses are putting up their own signage on the chain link fence, City is turning their heads as to permits so that businesses can advertise

Paul- what happens to businesses that will be losing their sidewalk?  Rita’s response: bridge will be made from street (where there’s no traffic) to business entrance while new sidewalk is being poured; access will be maintained when there is no other access

Jackie- we need to not forget about the impact on local businesses

Manvel Street church parking issues

Church on the corner of Raymond and Manvel- meets all night until 4 or 6am

House that Joe now lives in was empty for two years

Ranae has gone over in the night to speak with them because of noise and parking

Everyone drives in from the suburbs, Ranae counted 68 cars on Manvel, Raymond was filled as well as parking lot for Womens Press and others

Ranae got petition signed by everyone on the block to make permit parking

What ordinance would be required to change this situation?

Elizabeth- permit parking was established largely to limit college student parking, system is very lenient for churches; options: permit parking, which needs to be eight block faces; limited time zone, can be up to two hours, for all day or particular hours or particular times of the year

Jackie- are churches exempt from 10pm noise ordinance?  Answer: no, police in area are tracking it

No parking within five feet of alley signs are available but individual requesting it has to pay for it

How can we help?  Council could maybe host a meeting?  Police may be doing this after visiting with people at church

**Motion to draft a letter to Russ (copy church, etc) noting problems at church, made by Paul, seconded by Jackie, unanimously approved

Chittenden and Eastman building site plan from Exeter Realty
(Bob went to sit in audience because of possible conflict of interest)

Proposing to turn historic property into 104 market rate housing units (no affordability requirement though some will naturally fall in this range because of market in the area), working with St. Paul HPC

Will be restriping and repaving the parking lot outside the property to add 38 spaces, also adding 37 inside property

Because property is historic nothing major can happen on the exterior- no changes to landscaping

Will be adding chain link fence on south side of the property, HPC insisted on chain link fence

Will be removing painted signs and putting up signs more relevant to new use; will be putting in more historic windows on the west side

55% one bedrooms, 35% two bedrooms, 10% studio

Overall apartment vacancy is 3.1%, only at 2% or less in this area, Exeter sees need for more people coming here

Own parking lot on Territorial and Raymond that will have 41 spaces to make 1.18 spots per person; this lot is not part of site plan submittal

3rd floor will be community room that may be available to Com Council at times

Hope to apply by full building permit by June, construction will take 12 months

Green features: not applying for certifications because of cost, will be using low VOC paints etc, high efficiency heat, can’t do other things because of HPC though reuse level is high

Roger- what is their vision for this area?  Answer: vision coincides with that of Stark and Mayor; Exeter is here because the n’hood is strong and multifaceted
