Dear 4C (Como, Carter, Chelmsford, Commonwealth) neighbors,
 
We talked at our block party yesterday about an idea that had come up a few weeks earlier among some of us: uniting behind one trash hauler. I was charged by the collective council of neighbors who stayed way beyond the announced end time of the event, to collect some info and see if we can’t find a hauler that would meet the needs we decided were most important. They are as follows:
 
1. A flat annual rate for removal of yard waste. 

2. Weekly pick-up scheduled for 9am or later. 

3. 1-year contract. 

4. No cancel, start-up or cart size change fees. 

5. Vacation credit if pre-arranged. 

6. No other hidden charges or fees.

I had done enough research so that I presented a list of haulers who are licensed to work in our area:
Aspen
Allied Waste
Waste management
Veolia
Horrigan
Highland
 
Aspen is partly local, the next three are national and multi-national and the final two are completely local. In our alley, we have mostly AW with on Aspen, two WM, and one Horrigan’s.
 
As I said, these were the priorities and companies mentioned by the group of neighbors last night, if you have additional concerns, or know of other haulers working in the neighborhood you would like us to consider, please let me know. The criteria we selected are all offered by the various haulers, we just put together our ala carte dream. I can tell you the bigger firms divide their waste between land fill and burning for energy, the local ones both burn. Without getting into a long conversation there are fierce environmentalists who argue on either side of the burning/landfill question.
 
Our plan is to send a letter to each of these haulers sharing our criteria and asking for a price based on delivering most of our block. We will give them a date when we will need to hear back and will choose the hauler that delivers on the most criteria and the lowest price. We realize not everyone will agree on a final choice, but hope most will to lessen the noise and air pollution caused by having a minimum of 4 trucks come into our alley every week (separate trucks pick up the yard waste, etc.)
 
To aid in negotiating a price, it would be helpful if you could email the current hauler you use and the price they charge. It was interesting last night to find that some of us who use the same hauler and cart size pay different prices. Please give me the total per month bill you pay including the taxes and fees - if you can send the break down that might help as well – and the cart size (usually 35, 65 and 95 gallons.)
 
Thanks to everyone for their cooperation. If we can do this, I think it would be a great thing for the block, neighborhood and planet!
 
Jon Schumacher
Executive Director
Saint Anthony Park Community Foundation
P.O. Box 8038
St. Paul, MN 55108
651/641-1455
