St. Anthony Park Community Council

Board of Directors


July 9, 2009
7:00 to 9:00 p.m.

South St. Anthony Park Recreation Center

890 Cromwell Avenue (Territorial and Cromwell)

	7:00
	Introductions
	

	7:05
	Approve Consent agenda:

1. Approve agenda

2. Approve minutes

3. Approve unaimous Land Use Comm. resolutions:

a. Land Use: The SAPCC approves the plans for a garage on 2382 Bourne as shown to the Land Use Committee  on July 2nd, 2009. 

b. The SAPCC supports the site plan for Update Company’s project at 700 Raymond Ave.

c. The SAPCC supports the liquor license application for 2554 Como Ave.


	Approve

	7:10

	Multi-District Resolution Regarding Truck & Commercial Traffic (attached at bottom of agenda) – Sherm Eagles


	Resolution 

	7:40
	KEEPRS will be requesting (but has not yet requested) a conditional use permit allowing them to sell firearms to law enforcement agencies – John Tragial


	Resolution 

	8:00
	Establishment of the Arts District Task Force 


	Approval

	8:10
	Board administrative issues:

1. Present Caucus results from last month (each caucus chair)

2. Review new format for minutes (Amy)

3. Designate Co-Secretary from North

4. Review committees signups (for anyone who would like to change)


	

	8:25
	Diversity Outreach – followup contacts/actions of Board members since last month
	Reports and identify next actions

	8:35
	Items on the Table – If there are significant changes or questions from Board members (this will be instead of Committee reports)
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Multi-District Resolution Regarding Truck & Commercial Traffic
Whereas the neighborhoods in districts 7, 11, 12 and 13 in Saint Paul, and Prospect Park in Minneapolis share concerns regarding truck and commercial traffic through their neighborhoods (including traffic volumes, noise and pollution); and

Whereas these community organizations also seek to enhance and maintain both the residential quality of their neighborhoods and the vitality of their businesses; and

Whereas much of the truck traffic is generated by the Burlington Northern Intermodal site and its storage facilities; and

Whereas development of the Central Corridor LRT will restrict traffic volume and certain types of truck traffic on University Avenue, creating the need to find alternative routes for this traffic; and

Whereas the cities of Saint Paul and Minneapolis have suggested, at various times, the joining of Pierce Butler Route and Granary Road as a potential solution to the diversion of commercial traffic from both University Avenue during LRT construction and to relieve increased traffic on north/south routes such as Snelling Avenue, as well as a solution to projected increases in automobile traffic; and

Whereas the District 7 community in St. Paul has developed a proposal to extend Pierce Butler eastward to I-35E and Phalen Blvd. to remove truck traffic from residential streets and decrease truck traffic on Dale St.; and

Whereas the Prospect Park East River Road Improvement Association has identified an alternate truck access from University Avenue to Granary Road to be necessary for redevelopment of the SEMI area after LRT is constructed on University Avenue; and

Whereas the Saint Anthony Park Community Council district plan opposes the extension of Pierce Butler westward from Transfer Road; 

Therefore, be it resolved that St. Anthony Park Community Council agrees to work collaboratively with, and in support of the other community organizations in finding common solutions to our shared concerns about traffic that will meet individual neighborhood needs and visions for their futures based on the following principles:

· Solutions implemented to address traffic problems will address the regional issues and needs.  For example a solution for one location, or one neighborhood will not simply displace the problem to surrounding neighborhoods;

· Solutions will support existing neighborhood plans that emphasize eliminating truck traffic within residential neighborhoods (as suggested by the St. Paul Comprehensive Plan Transportation Chapter, Section 4.3).   For example, District 7’s existing plan (2006-07) for extending Pierce Butler Road east to I-35E and Phalen Blvd. eliminating the merge with Minnehaha Avenue near Dale Street; The Minneapolis SEMI plan to connect Granary Road to Territorial Road instead of University; Hamline Midway Coalition plans to deter traffic from Fairview Avenue; and Saint Anthony Park Council’s plans opposing a connection of Pierce Butler to Highway 280; and redesign of streets associated with industrial areas that emphasize landscaping, low traffic speeds, bicycle and pedestrian amenities

· Solutions will support neighborhood efforts to address traffic, noise and pollution associated with commercial and industrial areas within neighborhoods.  For example, the SEMI area; Saint Anthony Park’s Midway Industrial area; and Burlington Northern’s Intermodal site – including investigating alternative entrances to the BN site via Energy Park Drive

· Solutions to congestion issues will focus on alternatives to increasing the capacity of existing streets (as suggested in St. Paul’s Comprehensive Plan Transportation Chapter sections 1.2 and 4.11).  For example, instead of solutions such as a tunnel under University Avenue at Snelling to address increased truck traffic and its conflicts with LRT, use methods such as re-striping for more efficient use of existing streets, use a Complete Streets approach to planning, encourage walking and biking within neighborhoods for local trips and transit use for mid-range trips; and understand that there are alternative definitions for failed intersections than current LOS ratings that presuppose increased street capacity as the only solution.


Note: St. Paul Comprehensive Plan Transportation Chapter sections cited above:
 1.2 Examine alternatives to enhance safety through right-of-way design, including narrowing or removing lanes on roads.
 4.11 To create livable neighborhoods and compact commercial areas, promote and fund traffic calming measures. Determine the appropriate combination of techniques by the area’s physical characteristics, the nature of the traffic issue, and the expected cost, effectiveness, and acceptance by the community. The City and the community should explore traffic problems and options together, resulting in a recommendation that will be most likely to achieve the neighborhood’s objectives. 
4.3 Work with the Port Authority, adjoining cities and counties, commercial railroads, and logistics companies to address the limited ability and growing demand for processing freight at the Burlington Northern Santa Fe Intermodal Yards in the Midway Area.
a. Study possibilities for consolidation of similar operations and expansion to other existing rail yards in the city.
b. Develop a truck route accessibility plan in cooperation with MnDOT.
c. Participate on MnDOT’s statewide freight management study, including an updating of its Freight Connector Study. Pursue funding by seeking to amend the Federal Intermodal Freight Connector System, which links major freight facilities (including Barge Channel and Childs Road ports, and the BNSF facility) with the National Highway System (interstate and U.S. highways).
